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The photographs of Sidney Gamble used in this book are authorized by Duke
University Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Library, Durham,
NC, USA. Thanks!
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Introduction

About Sidney Gamble’s Photographs and the Project®

Sidney D. Gamble (1890-1968), an avid amateur photographer, began
taking pictures in China during his first trip to the country with his family in
1908. He returned three more times between 1917 and 1932 and continued
photographing the daily life of Chinese citizens. Sidney Gamble used a few
pictures from his extensive collection in his scholarly publications and in slide

lectures, but the majority of images were never exhibited during his lifetime.

Discovery of the Photographs

About 15 years after Gamble’s death, his daughter, Catherine Curran, found
the nitrate negatives in a closet in the family’s home in New York. Stored in beau-
tiful rosewood boxes, the negatives were housed in individual paper sleeves,
annotated with typed and handwritten captions. In order to better preserve them,
Ms. Curran hired an archivist, who transferred the negatives into archival sleeves

and transcribed the captions onto typed labels that were affixed to the new
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sleeves. In addition, Ms. Curran made contact sheets of all the negatives in the
order in which they were found. She used these contact prints to create ten pho-
tograph albums to serve as a reference for the negative collection.

In 1986, Catherine Curran established the Sidney D. Gamble Foundation
for China Studies to provide for preservation and access to the photographs.
A review of the first exhibit catalog prompted the Duke University Libraries’
Visual Materials Archivist to invite Ms. Curran to place Sidney Gamble’s pho-
tographs in the Libraries’ Archive of Documentary Arts. An agreement to bring

the Gamble collection to Duke was signed in March 2006.

The Gamble Collection at Duke University

The Duke Libraries contracted with Chicago Albumen Works in Massa-
chusetts to digitize the highly-flammable nitrate negatives. Digitization of the
Gamble collection began in October 2006 and continued through the spring of
2007. In addition to the photographs, the vendor also digitized the typed im-
age labels and used optical character recognition (OCR) to transform the la-
bels into raw text. This text became the foundation for the image captions and
geographic headings in the Sidney D. Gamble Photographs digital collection.

In early 2008, Duke Libraries’ Digital Collections staff worked to update
the geographic names in the labels to Library of Congress Subject Headings
format, to add province names to the metadata, and to standardize the descrip-
tions to support searching and browsing. Staff also created an interactive map
documenting the places Gamble visited on his journeys, as well as a geograph-
ic index and a keyword index in traditional and simplified Chinese characters.

Future plans for the Sidney D. Gamble digital collection include enhanc-
ing the site with further Chinese-language translations and digitizing addition-
al materials, such as slides from the 1908 trip, correspondence, and printed
items. The Web site will continue to grow and evolve to support research,

teaching, and learning.
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