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The Painting Career

I was born in a mountainous village ,Fangcheng County,Henan Province. when a child, I used to.herd cattles with elders. My
homeland was very beautiful in scenery. I was deeply attracted by the high mountains,the wildwoods. wind and rain, thunder and light-
ing ,flying birds and wild animal,everthi;lg are to my taste. At dawn the farmers were woken up by the cock and cameback at sunset.
chaneable cloud in the sky,now and then,like horse running. like dragon prancing,I was intoxicated with natural landscape. All these
made a lasting empression on me,the road . the high mountains. the huge stone+++++ - Herds of cattle had been drived away,I followed
them with a bundle of firewoods on my back which made my head down. I was almost out of breath. I was thinking while walking , “It
is wonderfal that I can describe the beatiful nature in future]”

Out of curiosity, I running along a small river to pick up some stone bring back home and practiced painting, seeing a horse I
painted it immediately, a cow painted it at once, practicing and practicing. until streamming with sweat, My face was dirty, people
could’ t, distinguish what position my nose and eyes was! I was ignorant on painting,No known how to do it very well. All this was
only childish interest. One day,mother let me make a fire for cooking,I found the burnt wood could be used as a drawing pen,So I
picked it up painted a cock and a dog on the wall, After having seen the picture mother said to me “Good son,I wish you can paint them
just as what it used to be in future. From mother’s word I was full of strength and confidence. At the age of seven,I went to a school,
called “Farming and Reading”in my homeland. The school was simple and crude. There were not any desks or chairs using in the class-
room. The People built some imitative desks and chairs with mud mixed sand. In winter, “the desks and chairs” like ice make the chil-
dren hands swelling. For one year, there weren’t any textbook or studying material in chidren’s hands. Until the second year term be-
gun. the teachers didn’ t give the textbook to the students. It was the first time I held books, which had beatiful colour picture such as
pigs ,horse,cows ,sheep ,mountains and rivers. Wuhan Changjiang Bridge was on the cover of the book ,How glad 1 was!

I studied middle school times in a place called“Dadian Street”,a small town. That time the class. of art was given, too, But I
couldn’t make sure what painting they are,what was the Chinese painting, What was the Gouache. I didn’t know how to put the skill
into painting. Teachers and students all worked at drawing,I had been tired out,but results wasn’ t very good.

In the lasting term of middle school. I had a stronger desire of art than past,The year I was only fourteen year old. I was told in
the culture centre of Fangcheng City there was a famous skillful artist. With great enthusiasim,I determined to ask him for help. “For
scale new heights,never lose courage in the painting!” I told myself.

I left for the city on foot. It is ninety miles far away. In the culture centre. I called on Master Zhenhua Zhang. Zhang with a army-
man’s air, honest and tolerant. He was enthusiasim with me, and guided me how to practice painting at first. From then on. I deter-
mined to practicing Chinese painting. Master Zhang was very poor,but often spent much on art. He taught me painting so patienlly just
like my mother, From Sketching. Traditional line Drawing Style. Chinese Realistic Painting. Composition and so on. To how to grasp
drawing structure,skill, figure, rule and all of systematic theory of the painting. During the daytime Master Zhang taught me how to
proctice painting. In the evening he told me about painting history. painting outline and the meaning of Chinese painting. He told me as
a artist we should has good moral character,good painting style,noble sentiment and openhearted. such a person was able to get into
art’s paradise, Otherwise he will become “A Painting Slave”] Master Zhang”s earnestly instruction make me known how and why.
With a solid base of ideology, this period my painting made an obvious Progress.

Senior middle school times, I lived in a place called“Si Li Dian Hougang Town” in Fangcheng County This period life was very



10

hard. In winter,snow falled heavy. the student must line up for meal. Both feet and hands were freezed. my eyes were filled with tears
while was aching. The students had painting two classes a week. For raising my painting level ,every sunday I went to Master Zhang’s
to learn Chinese painting. To tell the truth Master Zhang was my first teacher who make me advanced towards the art’s road.

Besides Teacher Zhang,1 was also influenced by my friends who had common goal on ideodogy and art. We could point out the
shortcomings and mistakes ,could benfit among friends. could are free on ceremony. not vain, The teacher was severe,so were friends,
All of these influenced me very strongly.

These outside factors made me more powerful ,the power urged me to strive, make me forget tired, forget danger. The belief and
ambition asked me to future practicing. In future I should make some contribution to my motherland’s cultural cause. I should do ac-
cording to teachers will. I never wanted to be an officer or got rich in the future, I only wish I achieve in art . I dedicated myself to the
cause of painting. All of these had encouraging me to insist on painting until now. ;

“Interesting in painting”,1 always memoriced the words. Sometimes 1 met something unpleasant I used to drink some tea then
painted until daybreak ,Doing this cleard up my sorrowful and make me in high spirist.

After the graduation from sinor middle school, I cherished high hope in the painting. I decided left homland for Ching Zang
Plateau to draw life,to learn nation amorous feeling and custom, “Love Song of the Grass lands” was my garly period representative
works ,at that time. I was only seventeen still like a nestling.

Comingback from drawing life. 1 was praised and supported by the teachers and friends.

In 1977, Teacher Zhang was transfered to Nanyang Culture Palace,] used to live in culture palace,too,1 often saw some painting
exhibitions and got the instructions from old artist.

Afterwards I held the post of technology and design work in Yunyang Embroider Factory. When we weren' t very busy the head of
the factory used to send some designers to some well-known mountains and some big rivers to sketch. Sometimes we also went to some
trade unit observed the producing process. In 1982,1 was strongly supported by Teacher Yusan Zhang and some sincere friends. I made
a great efforts to establish a personal painting exhibition and got good directed from some well —known’ s painters which benfited me
great deal.

The relation between the life and art in the final analysis result. should be delt well with only through the countiunous practicing
The bad condition couldn’ t weaken my will and confidence in seeking art.

In 1986.1 went to Henan Light Industry Institute. I recived the better eduction from well —known Chinese fine brushwork artist,
such as Shaoging Wang.,Shaohan Li. Tianran Chen,with their earnest teaching , my painting and calligraphy level been received a lot.

In Zhengzhou, Henan Province,1 acknowledge Tianran Chen to be my teacher. From Tianran Chen I learned many thing which
never had I studied ago. In the skill of Chinese traditional painting. In the compositions and modeling,in the penmanship trainning,.
etc. I had learned a lot. I overall and systematicly practiced painting theory , Especially 1 was deeply moved by Teacher Chen’ s be-
haviour ,the plain living. the sincere and kind’ s nature. He was worthy of the name of the teacher ,was a model for the students ,I can
say he is forever my teacher in all my life. :

For over ten years,combining my professional tecknigue,l have designed Industrial Art Drawwork Pattern admired by traders
from France, Italy , America , Japan, Singapore etc. For years importing and exporting trade rate of exchange for nearly over ten mil-
lions. Autumn 1991. T accompanied by the national science and technology delegate visited Soviet Union. Passing cross the Black River,
Prague ,Moslow some city , We was enganed in interchange of economy and teehnology. We were warmly welcomed by foreign special-

ists.



Generally. in art’ s field I was only a new soldier or was a small pupil. Over ten years, if I hadn’ t got the help from the great
teachers, colleagues and friends I couldn’ t gain achivement. I am only a piece of leaf dyed by nature world. A common saying :“The
spectators sees thing most clearly than the doers”“In obscurity,I countinuously advance and explore, Lam long to be taught by artist,
Learning from others is my motto. I will countinuously struggle as a running horse«++++. ”

The book as a piece of an Autumn leaf standing for all my respect will be presented to the great teacher and the friends.

Huang Yang (Fu Cai)
October. 1992.
Yunyang Henan Province.

Translator : Wengying
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