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Profile of Professor Sun Yanqing

Sun Yangqing is currently the honorary president of Beijing Anzhen Hospital, chief expert at Beijing High-
tech Center of Cardio-pulmonary Vessel Diseases, the honorary chairman of China Society of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery, the honorary president of the council of Beijing Bioengineering Society, professor
and chief physician at the Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Department of Capital University of Medical
Sciences, supervisor of doctoral candidates and centers for post-doctoral studies, and guest professor at the
Clinical College of the Faculty of Medical Sciences of Beijing University.

He was born in 1923 and graduated from the Medical College (six years) of Beijing University with a
bachelor’s degree in 1949. He engaged in clinical surgery in Beijing University Hospital, the Third Hospital
of Beijing, and Beijing Friendship Hospital, and was successively the vice director and director of the surgical
department, director of experimental surgery, director of the Teaching and Research Group of Surgery, and
vice president of Friendship Hospital. From 1979 to 1980, he visited and studied in Argentina, the Medical
College in Boston, and Texas Heart Center in Houston, and received the Argentinean title of Corresponding
Academician of Medical Sciences. From 1983 to 1987, he was chief and party secretary of Beijing Public
Health Bureau. After that period, he was successively president of Beijing Anzhen Hospital and director of
Beijing Center for the Research and Treatment of Cardio-pulmonary Diseases, a member of the National
Leading Group for the Prevention, Treatment and Study of Cardiovascular Diseases, a member and vice
chairman of the evaluation committee for National Invention Award and Progress Award for Medicine and
Health Care, an executive member and honorary member of Beijing Science and Technology Association,
deputy editor-in-chief, editor-in-chief and honorary editor-in-chief of China Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Journal, director-general of Beijing Bioengineering Society, editor-in-chief and honorary editor-in-chief of
Beijing Bioengineering Journal, and a member of the 7th and 8th National Committee of the CPPCC. He was
one of the first to be designated as an 'expert with prominent contribution to the country'; he also won the
title of the State Exemplary Workers in Culture, Education and Health Care Sectors, and one of the 100 Best
Doctors in China.

Over the past five decades, with rich practical experience and eruditions, he has overcome difficult cases
in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery. He was the first in China to perform a surgery for aortic dissecting
aneurysm (in April 1982), the Bentall procedure for a Marfan aortic root aneurysm (in March 1985), and a
surgery for Budd-Chiari syndrome, all of which have been made available all over the country. He invented
limited side-to-side portacaval shunt to treat portal hypertension, which formed an important method of surgical
treatment. He has conducted in-depth research on valvular disease accompanied by chronic atrial fibrillation,
the protection of isolated donor heart, congenital heart disease, valvular disease and bioprosthetic valve,
breaking new grounds in surgery. He has published 205 academic papers and 7 books. He has been the editor-
in-chief of monographs such as Modern Cardiothoracic Surgery, Modern Postoperative Complications Studies,
The Treatment and Study of Portal Hypertension, and Surgery, a senior medical textbook. He has received 3
second-level National Prizes for Progress in Science and Technology and 19 provincial and ministerial prizes
for his prominent contributions to the development of aortic surgery in China.

Professor Sun is a professional, virtuous and conscientious doctor. Though over eighty years old, he endeavors
to serve outpatients, direct difficult surgeries, exam drafts, write books and attend academic meetings. He is
still interested in the latest developments in medical science and carries on his research on thoracic and cardiac

surgery.
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Preface
An Eminent Scholar and Exemplary Teacher

2009 marks the 60th anniversary of the People's Republic of China and also the 60th year of the beginning of
Professor Sun Yanqing's career as a doctor and teacher of medicine.

Professor Sun Yanqing is the honorary president of Beijing Anzhen Hospital, the honorary chairman of
China Society of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, the honorary president of the council of Beijing
Bioengineering Society, professor and chief physician at the Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Department
of Capital University of Medical Science, supervisor of doctoral candidates and centers for post-doctoral
studies, and guest professor at the Clinical College of the Faculty of Medical Sciences of Beijing University.
He is one of China's preeminent experts of thoracic and cardiovascular surgery.

Professor Sun graduated from the Medical College of Beijing University in 1949. He has successively been
head of the surgical department of Beijing Friendship Hospital, director of its Teaching and Research Section
of Surgery, its vice president, chief and party secretary of Beijing Public Health Bureau, president of Beijing
Anzhen Hospital and director of Beijing Center of Cardio-pulmonary Vessel Diseases. He is one of Beijing's
'experts with prominent contributions', a recipient of special government allowance from the State Council, and
a member of the 7th and 8th National Committee of the CPPCC. He was listed among a Hundred Outstanding
Doctors all over China, Outstanding Medical Workers in the Capital, Exemplary Individuals in the Healthcare
System of Beijing, and Outstanding Communist Party Members of Beijing; he also received the Outstanding
Contribution Award from the Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Branch of China Society of Medical
Sciences and the Lifetime Achievement Award for a Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon from China Medical
Doctor Association.

Over the past six decades, Professor Sun has embodied the exemplary quality and noble character of an eminent
Chinese intellectual. Despite hardships, he made up his mind to serve the country by practicing medicine
and devoted himself to the national rejuvenation, and the health care undertaking. Dedicated to developing
thoracic and cardiovascular surgery in China, he studied hard and worked diligently, making many No.ls in
the treatment of the complicated diseases across the country. He has won the trust and respect of numerous
patients on account of the wholehearted care he shows as a great doctor. As a teacher he has taught by precept
and example and brings up a number of successful medical experts, for the country. As an official, he was self-
disciplined, and dedicated to Beijing's health care and the development of Anzhen Hospital.

As an eminent scholar and exemplary teacher, He deserves the designation of a virtuous and great doctor, an
assiduous scientific researcher, a medical educator who has written prolifically and has pupils everywhere, and
an expert who has achieved prominently in health care and hospital management.

Professor Sun's pursuit of his ideals, his selfless-dedication to his carrier, and his high sense of responsibility
and mission are deeply moving. This is an intangible asset for the thriving of Anzhen Hospital. £
This album reviews Professor Sun's colorful life and dlsplays his noble character and, self- fulflllmen’
In addition, it prompts us to learn how to conduct ourselves and reminds us never
responsibility.

A great doctor acts in good faith and strives for perfection. Professgr Sun s noble g@monahty, rigorous*

attitude, and steadfast faith will always: cnmma&ﬁ us to contnbule ‘More to the coun’try; health care and the
improvement the people s health

fober 18th, 2009
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I. Practicing medicine to serve the country desp
hardships '

In 1923, Sun Yanqing was born in Yantai, Shandong. His childhood, adolescence and youth were marked by
unstableness and hardships. The ideals of making the country powerful and prosperous, lifting it out of poverty
and overcome diseases encouraged him to take up medicine. Eventually, his resolution and perseverance made
him a master of medical science.

In 1943, at the age of twenty, Sun was admitted by the Medical College of Beijing University. Despite the
heavy pressure from the strenuous courses, he spent his spare time tutoring, doing odd jobs and even pulling
coal carts to make ends meet. It was a hard life, but it prepared him for all kinds of environment and onerous
tasks.

After Japan surrendered, the war between justice and injustice continued in China. Saving lives must be
preceded by saving the country. While studying assiduously, he devoted himself to patriotic movements
against dictatorship and for democracy. In 1945, the Nationalist government labeled the students in the former
Japanese-occupied areas 'students under the puppet government' and attempted to screen them for their status

as students and record of formal schooling. Together with patriotic young people stirred by indignation, Sun
joined in the anti-screening movement claiming their rights. On December 30, 1946, patriotic students in
Peking staged a demonstration against the atrocities of U.S. troops in China, and Sun played an active part in
it. In May 1947, patriotic students launched a massive movement against hunger and the civil war. Sun went to
the street to join in the Demonstration against Hunger and the Civil War by North China Students in Peking.
The patriotic movements that swept the country like a raging fire convinced him that only the communist party
and socialism could save China. In July 1947, he joined the Alliance of Young Democrats led by the Chinese
Communist Party. In 1948, he joined the Party. In October 1948, he went to the liberated area to contribute to
national liberation and reinvigoration.
In April 1949, he returned to college to resume his studies. After his graduation in July, he was assigngl to
work in Beijing University Hospital first and then to the Third Hospital of Beijing as resident doctor and Jater
as chief resident doctor. Like millions of Chinese people, he was overjoyed by the founding of the Peofililis
Republic of China, which marked a new starting point in his life. » '“_-.

In 1950, the Korean War broke out. The Chinese People's Volunteer Army crossed the Yalu River to 2
against the American army in support of North Korea and defense of China. Having just begun tq WOE
voluntarily joined the PLA medical teams heading for the battlefield and became a member of the
teams sent by the city of Beijing. He arrived at the frontier and rescued wounded and sick soldler§
battlefield. He withstood the test and was rewarded for his meritorious service.

In the winter of 1951, Sun left the medical team and returned to Beijing. Soon afterwards, he jQJa
preparation for establishing the Soviet Red Cross Hospital, a Russia-assisted project.

In his youth, Sun forged a close link between his destiny and that of the country and the nation.
view and values, with concern for the destiny of the country and the nation, no fear for hardships, and'}
pursuit of the truth, had a deep impact on his whole life.
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With progressive students at the dormitory of the
Medical College of Peking University on Fuyou
Street (Prof. Sun Yanging is the third from the
left)




