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FOREWORD

Year 2008 was the thirtieth year of China entering into the new period of reform and opening, was also the
beginning year of China carrying through the spirit of the 17th National Congress of the CPC in an all-round
way, was the year of the new government taking the place and as well as was the year that the people of the
whole country stood an unordinary test. China experienced an infrequent challenge in its economic and social
development. In the face of serious disaster caused by extraordinarily low temperature , rain, snow and frost at
the beginning of the year and the disaster caused by the terrible earthquake of May 12th 2008 in Wenchuan of
Sichuan Province, in the face of the defiance bid by the very few opposing force and in the face of the
worldwide-spreading financial crises, the people of the whole nationalities under the strong leadership of the
CPC Central Committee and the State Council joined together in overcoming the extraordinarily serious natural
calamities and the defiance bid by the very few opposing force, succeeded in dealing with the worldwide
financial crises. A highest-standard Olympic Games and Paralympics Games were held successfully in Beijing.
The Chinese cosmonauts’ successful walking out of the spaceflight made a historic breakthrough. The national
economy maintains a balanced and faster development and reform and opening has been promoting further.
Social cause develops faster and the development trend with Chinese socialist characteristics has been

understood and sustained by the people widely.

Year 2009 is the sixtieth anniversary of the foundation of P. R. China, which is the most important and
crucial year in the history of educational development. According to the arrangements made by the CPC
Central Committee and the State Council, the National Leading Team on Scientific Technology and Education
has launched the work drafting “Outline of National Plan for Educational Reform and Development till 2020™.
On January 4th 2009 press media published an important article written by Premier Wen Jiabao, “ Long-term
project is based on education”. All of the units and institutions in the field of education and the people of
insight from all circles who are concerned with educational undertakings have been mobilized to be engaged in
the investigation and research, actively make suggestions and offer advices to the key issues on the outline of
plan according to the nation’s unified arrangements. It is expecied that the process of drafting the planning

outline in which the mass directly and deeply are involved is a scientific and democratic process of decision-

m



making. All this will necessarily make an important impact on the development of educational science in our

country as well as a further impact on the construction of democratic polity.

For timely and full reflection of implementing the strategy of developing the country through science and
education, the strategy of strengthening the nation through the cultivation of skilled manpower, the macro
education planning and other important policies, since 2000 the National Center for Education Development
Research ( NCEDR) has edited a series of reports on the researches in China’s educational situation and policy
analysis annually — Green Paper on Education in China, which explores the existing situation and trends of
China’s education development and reform and the hot issues and difficulties on educational policies being
concerned by the broad masses of people and also offers references about the international trends of educational

policies.

The 2009 Green Paper on Education in China is the tenth volume of this series of reports, which is composed
of fifteen sections in three parts. The first part, Review of Current Situation of Education in China reviews the
educational reform and development in 2008 and a new theme * Educational Achievements over 60 Years since
founding of New China” is added to the book, with emphasis on China’s position in the development of global
education. In the second part, New Views of China’s Educational Policy shows another theme of the book,
“to provide Rural Education with Great Efforts”, which states in an all-round way the issues existed in
educational development during the construction of new socialist countryside. In the parts of New Views of
China’s Educational Policy and Policy Trends of Worldwide Education, some thematic reviews on the strategic
issues of educational development and construction of school system are collected, which make up the third
theme of the book *strategic thinking on education for year 2020”. This book is edited with a rigorous and
scientific approach and provide with up-to-date and rich information. We try to show the achievements in

educational policy research more precisely and at a possibly higher level. This book is well worth reading.

We hope cordially that this book will be of useful reference to the educational researchers, administrators,
principals/presidents, teachers and the students of colleges and universities and as well as to those who are
concerned about China’s education. Also we wish the concerned sectors of the Communist Party and the
government, macro managerial sectors and social organizations and the public to make greater supporting
efforts with further attention to education. At the same time, we welcome any comments and suggestions on
this book and do our best to make Green Paper on Education in China meet the needs of the most people and

be a popular work of fine quality in the field of educational policy research.

Editor
August, 2009
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