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Sara is a customer service of a consultancy firm for study abroad, and Wang Qiang,

a Chinese student, is consulting her about the detail information of the University of Ox-

ford.

S: Sara W: Wang Qiang

S: Hello! Can I help you?

W: Yeah. I want to know some information about studying abroad at the University of
Oxford.

S: It’s my pleasure! What do you want to know?

I want to know the admission process® for the undergraduates at Oxford.

S: Well, selection is based on achieved and predicted@ exam results. Firstly, candidate
submits® written work and school references. Then, receive an interview, which
are held between applicants and college tutors. In some subjects, written admission
tests prior to interview. However, you must apply through the Universities and

Colleges Admission Service application system in advance, which is in common

(@ mission process AT
@ predicted FEKN, Fite, HTmay
® submit 3%



with all British universities.

W: Isee. What about the scholarships at Oxford?

There are many opportunities for students at
Oxford to receive financial help during their
studies. The Oxford Opportunity Bursaries®,
introduced in 2006, are available to any British
undergraduate. In addition, individual colleges also

offer bursaries and funds to help their students.

W: There are Rhodes Scholarships in the University, aren’t there?

Quite right. However, it is for graduate, to whom there are more scholarships
available.

: Oh, Next, please give me some information about its colleges. It is said that there
are 38 colleges in the University.

Yeah! The University is a federation®, comprising® 38 self-governing colleges
and 6 Permanent Private Halls, along with a central administration headed by the
Vice- Chancellor. The academic departments provide facilities for teaching and
research, determine the syllabi® and guidelines® for the teaching of students,
deliver lectures and seminars, and so on. Colleges have responsibility for admitting

undergraduates and arranging the tutorial teaching for them.

W: Tutorial teaching? I don’t quite understand.

In Oxford, undergraduate teaching is centered on the tutorial, where 1~4 students
spend an hour with an academic discussing their week’s work, usually an essay, or
problem sheet.

: Fascinating! This is quite different from Chinese teaching! Do they still have

classes?
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They usually have one or two tutorials a week, and can be taught by academics at

any colleges. They are also complemented by lectures and seminars.

W: What’s its academic year like? Is it also consists of two terms?

No. Its academic year is divided into three terms: Michaelmas Term lasts from
October to December, Hilary Term from January to March, and Trinity Term from

April to June.

W: Well, is it easy to get a Bachelor’s degree there?

It depends! However, the passing of two sets of examinations is a prerequisite® for
a first degree®. The first set of examinations is usually held at the end of the first
year, and the second at the end of the undergraduate courses. By the way, what do
you want to major in?
I haven’t yet decided.
It doesn’t matter. You can call me anytime as long as you have questions. Here is

my card!

W: Thank you for your patience.
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Not at all!
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prior to ZLRAE - AT, R, T
» We received no notification prior to today’s date.
HMES B Z AR RFES,
» Prior to this time, but a very small percentage of the population was engaged in

industry, most of which was domestic or craft type.
E&zﬁ,Rﬁ&*—%%kc%$Lﬂ,ﬁgw%Lﬂkﬂi—%?&iﬁ%

F LR,

in advance FAYERIIA, FRBise, AT, 5.
» The teacher told her students to prepare for the coming test in advance.

&I EEMEA Bpg 5 R 6d H KR AT TS
» If we check the weather report in advance, we can forecast the meteorological

changes more precisely.
R AATE SR ARRE, RNATLLEMLTMR LI,

head by A H - 5, e HE, Heee R E.

» Each department within the division is headed by a department manager.
S ) AT — a3 1 2R AF,

» a delegation headed by former President Jimmy Carter.
—ARFTERRT R FHhEHRAE,
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» On the other hand, the teaching method should be centered on practical training

and development of creativity as well as case analysis.
B—F&E, ERFFEL, BTESHIL, BT EREEFEREN G

AR REE,

» Classroom teaching should be centered on students, focus on solving problems
and take variant practice as its main method so as to foster students’ innovative
consciousness and abilities.
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Oxford with a Glorious Accomplishment

Located in Oxford, Britain, the University of Oxford is respected internationally as
a teaching and research centre, with a long history of more than 800 years. Although the
Oxford University does not have an exact date of foundation, its history can be traced
back to the end of the 11® century. There is evidence showing that teaching existed in
Oxford as early as 1096. At the end of the 12® century, the Oxford had grown rapidly
into a very important teaching centre. During over 8 centuries, Oxford has always been
the world’s leading academic institution. In the subject tables of the Times Good Uni-
versity Guide® between 2002 and 2010, it has been ranked as the top university in the
UK, with Cambridge as the second. The tables of 2008 shows that Oxford is ranked first
in Politics, Physiological Sciences, English, Fine Art, Business Studies, Materials Tech-
nology, Middle Eastern and African Studies, Music, Philosophy, and also Education and
Linguistics,

Oxford is not only the top university in the UK, but is a member of the Russell
Group, which is a collaboration® of twenty UK universities specializing in academic
research. The Russell Group is a university union that produces the most Nobel Prize

winners around the word. So far®, there are some 300 Nobel Prize winners from the

(@) Times Good University Guide { 1R ) S&HEHLH
(@ collaboration &4E. WME
@ sofar BIHAINIE, &5 M1k
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Group, among which 188 are from Cambridge, Oxford, and London University. Moreo-
ver, the Oxford University is also a membership of the Coimbra Group, which is a net-
work of 38 European leading universities, including some universities that are the oldest
and most prestigious® in Europe.

According to statistics, the Oxford University produced a total number of two
Kings of England, forty-eight® Nobel Prize winners, twenty-six British Prime Minis-
ters, twelve saints and twenty Archbishops of Canterbury.
The King of the Britain in 1901, Edward VII, studied in
Oxford between 1859 and 1860; and Edward VIII, the
King of the Britain in 1936, learned in the University
between 1912 and 1914. Including Aung San Suu Kyi,
Burma leader of the Opposition, forty-eight Nobel Prize

winners have studied or taught at Oxford. Twenty-six

British Prime Ministers have attended Oxford, including
William Gladstone, Herbert Asquith, Clement Attlee, Harold Macmillan, Harold Wilson,
Edward Heath, Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair, and so on. Oxford has also produced at
least twelve saints, and twenty Archbishops of Canterbury, including the current incum-
bent®, Rowan Williams. There are also many other famous senior and junior® mem-
bers of the University in various areas, such as writers, economists, scientists, compos-

ers, and actors.
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