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Retrospect and Prospect of the Hukou System Reform in China

DING Jinhong, YAN Shiging, ZHANG Wei, WANG Qiong
(The Center for Modern Chinese City Studies and Population Research Institute, East
China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract Although the hukou system defines many inequalities between urban and rural
residents in China, it is merely a scapegoat of systematic social discriminations. In last 30
years, the stiff hukou system have been adjusted a little from close door to yes-door-no-li-
cense, emphasized the profit from urban side still. As local reform practices are con-
cerned, on the one hand local government were just conservatively translating hukou relat-
ed new policies from the central government, on the other cities were enthusiastic about
excavating the potential value in urban hukou. The hardest obstacle fronting the hukou
system reform is “local public ownership”. For the long run, the key point to succeed the
hukou system reform is to establish an urban-rural integrated social security system domi-
nated by the central government. The function of the hukou system should return to its
original role of civil registration.

Keywords hukou system; reform; China
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