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Chapter One

g

JULIA ROBERTS

Julianne fell in love with her best friend
the day he decided to marry soméone else

EXPERIENCE DEFINITION

If you love someone you say it, you say it right then,
out loud. Otherwise, the moment just passes you by.

Main Characters

Julianne Potter................. Julia Roberts
Michael O’ Neal.............. ... Dermot Mulroney
Kimberly Wallace............... Cameron Diaz

George Downes. .............. ... Rupert Everett
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Julianne Potter is a suécesa{ ul énd iindepen‘dem food critic, Her closest
friend is George, who happens to be gay. Ovef dinner with George, she
reminisces about another relationship in her past: her brief romance and
long-term friendship with Michael O'Neal, a freelance sports writer. Jules
and Michael were such good friends, they made a half-serious promise to
each other that if neither found a mate before they turned 28, they would
marry each other. Soon afterward, Jules receives a call from Michael, who
tells her he has met that special someone—Kim Wallace, the daughter of a
billionaire baseball team owner. Michael is madly in love with Kim, but
asks his “best friendf’ to visit him in Chicago to lend him support. Jules is
shocked to hear this news, and suddenly becomes desperate to win Michael
for herself. She travels to Chicago, meets Kim, and realizes that this girl

really is perfect, not just to Michael., Nevertheless, she embarks on a cam-
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paign to turn Michael
and Kim against each
other., George joins
her, and attempts to
help her face the

truth about what will

make her feel good

for the immediate
moment and in the
‘long term. As the
wedding date approa-

ches, Jules becomes

moge desperate, but

her attempts fail.

However, just hefore

lf the wedding; Michael
;L gets a message thut
hrows his relation-
ship with Kim seri-
07 I ’ f . ously into doubt and

gives Jules her chance to share her true feelings with Michael.

New Words

independent [indi'pendant] adj. free from the influence, guid-
ance, or control of another or oth-
ers; self-reliant R & J 4 % A 3 %
BAZEHG B, HEREHG,;
CER:S U



critic ['kritik ] n. one who forms and expresses

f
judgments of the merits, faults, ]
value, or truth of a matter #F# & :

gay [gei] adj. homosexual B & & K
]
reminisce [ jremi'nis | v. to recollect and tell of past expe- :
riences or events &R EF; @ ILit
E=HEHRXEH
romance [ ro'maens ] n. @a love affair LA ¥ F Da

mysterious or fascinating quality or
appeal, as of sth. adventurous, he-
roic, or strangely beautiful & & M ;
Bk, HAREAGERRGA

freelance ['frislans] n. a person, especially a writer or
an artist, who sells his or her serv-
ices to employers without a long-
term commitment to any one of
them AwF &, LH/HERELXR
EARME RS A2 4R | A
GRS PSS

mate [ meit ] n. (Da spouse B.1& @a good friend
or companion ¥ A8 & & B 4%

billionaire [ bilja'nes] n. a person whose wealth amounts
to at least a billion dollars, pounds,
or the equivalent in other currency

wEEH



DA RE
New Ee_,r,s;%ec,t!y,e
B R

desperate ['desporit |

embark [im'ba:k]

campaign [ keem'pein]

immediate [i'mi:djat]

approach [a'prautf]

attempt [a'tempt

adj. (@ undertaken out of extreme
urgency or as a last resort J5 7 — #§
#; RABBRBANHEGE ALY
SHhERE—H (RFREH &
@having lost all hope; despairing %,
P REXeRFEY

v. Dto set out on a venture; com-
mence & F., AFE, F# (—HAF
7% %)) @to cause to board a vessel
or aircraft 4# -+ EAE R kM

n. (Dan operation or series of oper-
ations energetically pursued to ac-
complish a purpose & 3 i % Qa sc
ries of military operations undertak-

en to achieve a large-scale objective

during a war ¥ 4%

adj. Dof or near the present time
Bpifey; A, RBEILES O
occurring at once; instant 3L %] é9;

LB &Y

v. to come near Or nearer, as in

space or time 4&if

n. an effort or a try £ B X% A



Read the synopsis carefully and answer the following questions.
1.

2
3
4,
5

‘S?% Exercise ¢y J¥

What was the half-promise between Jules and Michael?

. Why did Jules become so desperate to go to Chicago?

What did Jules realize when she met Kim?

What did Jules do to win Michael?

. What happened before the wedding?

I RERNENS .
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Scene Study

8oene 1
Michael called Jules, and Jules told George her story with Michael in the

café.
George:

Jules:

George:

Jules:

George;

Jules:

George:

Jules

Who called? Man of the moment?

. No, thevopposite, it’s my Michael. Michael O’Neal. Sounds des-

perate to talk to me,

The wandering sportswriter. Remind me about that one.
Sophomore year at Brown, we had this one hot month. Yes, but
of course you know me. I got restless. So I get up the nerve to
break his heart and he gives me this look. Then he said, “The
thing tha.t makes me want to cfy is I'm losing the best friend I ev-
er had. ” At that moment, I knew I felt the same way. So I cried
for maybe the third time in my entire life, kissed him and we’ve
been best friends ever since, We've seen each other through eve-
rything: losing jobs, losing parents, losing lovers, We've
traveled all over. The best times of my life, maybe. Drinking
and talking, even if it’s just over the phone.

Go on. This is so moving. Kindred spirits?

No, he’s nothing like me. He’s like you actually, only straight.
I remember this one night in Tucson like six years ago. He takes
a razor out of this tiny little dot kit cuts his finger, takes my
hand, does the same to me,

I'm gonna be sick.

He says, “Swear when we're 28 if we've never married, we marry

each other. ” We never talked about it again. I don’t know what



