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INTRODUCTION

STUDIES OF JING DE ZHEN'S URBAN ECONOMY DURING THE
MING AND QING DYNASTIES

This monoraph is the lastest result of project Research for the Urban k-
conomic History of Jing De Zhen . The result of this study is made available
through the financial support from the National Social Scientific Foundation
in 1988.

Porcelain Originated in China. Jing De Zhen, always Known as the
“Capital of Procelain” , was transformed from a market into an industrial city
during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

The main purpose of this study is aimed at the porcelain industry of
Jing De Zhen during the Ming and Qing dynasties, the development of the
process of Jing De Zhen’s urban enonomy and its la\::s .

It concentrates on the following:

| . The capitalistic embryo in porcelain industry in Jing De Zhen during
the Ming and Qing dynasties.

2. Comparative studies of the urban economy of Jing De Zhen and the
other handicraft manufacturing cities in feudal China and in the Western Eu-
rope .

3. The regional economy and its patterns surrounding the city of Jing De

Zhen .
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