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FOREWORD

NOWADAYS quite a few English learners would come under the
illusion that the field of English learning betrays a fundamental easi-
ness: words plus grammatical rules mean sentences, and sentences
plus cohesion mean composition; in other words, learning how to use
words and how to organize sentences will come to shape an article.

Unfortunately, people ready to hope for the kind of  easiness’
this way have come under grave disappointment. In one way, surely,
a ‘ composition” is composed of chosen words and correct sentences;
yet in another, more definitely, the composition of correct sentences
combined can by no means guarantee the ‘correctness’ of an article,
let alone the logical coherence, the stylistic flavor, and the interest of
subject matter required. This is the problem of writing which is a met-
aphorical will -0’ —the — wisp on the part of the leamners, and also a
problem facing many of the teachers,

Some years ago, Mr. Wang Yong — pin,an eminent professor of
English at Foreign Languages College of Three Gorges University ( =
e A% ) , prepared, in the interest of the students, to pursue the path
of meeting this will - o’ - the — wisp, began to talk to the young
learners at the college how to set up felicitous goals in English writing
and how to achieve them satisfactorily.

Now the time was ripe for some new thinking on this topic, some
thinking which would not be constrained by the orthodox of boundaries
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of university syllabus of grammar and vocabulary. Nevertheless, more
than thinking is required to bring about a successful course of writing
in the classroom, for the intellectual climate of experiences in writing
class should be right. In fact, some workable developed lines of
thought originating from Prof. Wang’ s classroom practice and quite
different spheres of activities in the teaching were coming together,
hence this guidebook of English writing.

Recent years have found an increasing use of English writing in
China. This guidebook, attempting to meet the needs of college Eng-
lish students in this respect, plans to introduce to them the most im-
portant principles and skills in English writings, both formal and infor-
mal, with useful yet lively examples taken chiefly from contemporary
daily uses at home and abroad. At the same time it is comprehensive
enough in the discussion of the use of language, of the development of
subject matter, of the technique of text organization, and of the con-
sideration of stylistic features, and therefore may be of value to people
other than students as well.

This is a course book of applicable and functional nature, with
the theoretical content being relatively fundamental, and what is
more, being adequately — discussed and clear. Readers with average
level of English together with some experience in writing English arti-
cles will have an easy time with the book, as it does not assume a
great deal of stylistic and rhetoric background on the part of the read-
er. In an attempt to reach the readers who are not literary oriented,
the objective throughout has been to explain as carefully as possible on
the verbal level and by examples all of the writing principles and skills
that are basic and important.

There being many ways that a book of English writing might be
organized , this book, to my understanding, tries to incorporate several
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practical skills into a single design with the division of cutting between
theoretical explanation and practical examples, with full attention be-
ing given to those skills and problems that have been proved to be
most significant for beginners and for other writing learners.

With this introduction to the ideas behind this guidebook of Eng-
lish writing, progress can now be made for the book to speak for it-

self.

(%%

Xu Shenghuan
Professor of Linguistics

September 5, 2009
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