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: EDITOR’S PREFACE

This volume is something more than a book of
selections for use by students of English. Bach of
the selections has been included not only because
it is well written and worth study but also because
it is short enough to be easily memorized.

The notes clearly show the pains that have °
been taken in preparing them. Many common us-

ages and idioms are illustrated by a short sentence.

The compiler is to be congratulated on his
work, and 1 take a pride in thinking that I had the
opportunity of reading through the manuscript be-
fore it was put into the cdnlpdsi\to;’s hands; b

-
Herrz C. K. K&

July, 1940




PREFACE

. Time and again I have been asked ¢Is there any
royal road to the mastery of English?”’ Well, there
are no more royal roads to English than to success.
It is none too easy for those to whom English is not
the mother tongue to master the language, especially
if they study it without a proper method. It is wrong
to think that all who have a perfect knowledge of
English grammar will have nothing to fear and care
about as regards the use of correct. English, which, if
you please, requires something more than a mere
knowledge of grammar or rhetoric. Can you tell the
reason why one says ¢It is time I ¢old you so” and
«It is strange that he shou/d wear a pink coat?’’ If is
not always possiblo to account for such idiomatic
expressions. Idiom requires us to say certain things
in certain ways, and idiom is everything.

What, then, is the best way to learn English
idiom? By re:ifation, I should say. You cannot ac-
quire the power of expression otherwise than by the
rqgidatidh habit. Omnce this habit is cultivated, many
an idiomatic expression will present itself without
your knowing it.

Last summer, when my journey as a war refugee
came to an end, Mr C. H. Kwei, the proprietor of the
Ching Wen Book Comp:zny, was kind enough to sug-
gest to me the compilation of the present book. Soon
I put my hand to the plough, devoting many hours
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to ransacking books, magazines, and even newspapers
for materials I aimed at brevity as well as style,
The scantiness of materials of a suitable kind prevent-
ed me from completing my work sooner. It took me
more than a year to compile this book, beginning it
last summer, when the thermometer was hovering
about one hundred degrees, and completing it to-

wards the end of 1939, when my fingers were benumbed
with cold.

This book contains forty admirable pieces of writ-
ing, most of which are ‘unabridged and modern, and
some of whiclh are from magazines and nev’&fspa.pel's
and are therefore not to be found in ordinary text-
books of English. Each piece is furnished with
copious notes and illustrative sentencés, the latter
showing at a glance how the idiomatic expresgsions are
used. On the other minor points I need not dwoell;
it is better to leave them to be discovered by the
readers themselves. It is hoped that those who learn
each piece by heart will profit by “making it & pasot
themselves”,

Grateful acknowledgements are made to some of
my friends for their valuable assistanee in providing
some of the materials used in this book.

Mwn Lowrig

February, 1940
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. THE SENIOR DECLAIMER

1. PENS

Small as it is,° the pen has changed the course
of history,® shaped the destiny of nations,® facili-
~ tated® the commerce of peoples, imprisoned the elu-
give thoughts of men,° recorded°® events, carried
news, and done more work for mankind than all
other tools or weapons.®
Progress without it® would have been almost
. impossible. The invention of the wheel and screw,”
the introduction® of steam-power, the use of elec-
tricity, all these have changed the lives of millions;®
~ but the pen has done more. It has removed moun-
. tains. It has prepared the way for all advance-
. ment.° Whatever plans have been drawn up,°
_whatever laws formulated,® Lave come from the
pen. - :
, Today the pen+is more highly esteemed than
 evers The type-writers clicking in every continent®
. are the drudges,® the pen is the aristoerat,’ govern-
. ing all and giving the final flourish.° In the pasb
~ the pen did all the work, for all writing intended to
last for any length of time® was valid only if writ-
ten with pen and ink. The lawyers took up their
pens and wrote the law of the land from the days®
when papyrus® was first used to the day Magna
- (Qarta® was compiled, and for 500 years after. The
most famous letters in the world were written with




a pen; and it was with a pen that the greatest thiilk-
ers of all time wrote down their thoughts.

The Law® and the Prophets,® the four Gospels,®
the letters of St Paul,° how should we have had
these today had they noét been preserved® for us
by the pen? To the pen we owe® The Pilgrim’s
Progress,® Paradise Lost,” The Canterbury Tales;°
and it was with his pen that Shakespeare® shook the
world.°

The servant of the greatest,” the pen is the
slave of the humblest.° The serving maid and
schoolboy may drive it as they will.°

Behind all® we do today is the pen. We cannot
sign a cheque or write a letter or buy a house or
complete a business transaction® without our pen.
The editor stirs the world with it, the student would
fail to° pass his examination without it, a deed is
worthless till° our name is written with pen and ink,
though once the signature is there it becomes irrevo-
cable.° For the stroke of a pen i« legally binding,®
and few things are more thrilling or mysterious.®

With a stroke of the pen Bradshawg, gent
Charles Stuart® to the block.° Queen Elizabeth®
took up her pen and signed a document which hur-
ried Mary Queen of Scots® to her tragic end.

Queen Victoria® saved a life with her pen, for,
when the Iron Duke® gave her a death-warrant®
to sign she wrote Pardoned, so giving a bad soldier®
a chance to make good.° When the Declaration of
American Independence® was signed John Hancock®
was the first to write his name. ‘‘There, (said he)
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I guess® King George® will be able to read that.’’
~ Our coming into the world® is recorded with pen
~and ink. Before we have been at school a day our
name is enrolled with a pen.. We cannot be married

till we have signed the register.®

our death.

- A pen records

- The next time we take up our pen to write let
us remember that we hold in our hand the most
powerful instrument® mankind possesses.

NOTES

Small as it is=Although it is
‘small. (“‘as” fE “HERR SEREIEIE
BRI s A S ATBARE,

B ATBRA article. Bl

} Poor as he is, he is honest.
Hero as he was, he shuddered
at the sight.)

course of history, E&w,@ﬂ

shaped the destiny of nations,

. POERBIMGE.

. facilitated (folsiliteitid), {#i+«fsi

Fl.

imprisoned (im'prizndd-the elu-
sive (i’ljuisiv) thoughts of

:ﬁﬁ!ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ?)!\%lﬂﬁéﬂﬁ

recorded (rilkoxdid), 3t#k.

. weapons ('wepenz), §%2%.

- it, 8 “pen’s.

- screw, (skrul), sR&ksT.
introduction (\intre'dakfon), #§
)
millions=millions of people.
advancement (ed'vdinsment), 3

.
drawn up, ;5.

formulated (’folmjuleitid) =
have been formulated, ®akir
i

ever =ever before.

in every continent, &g KME; &
AR,

drudges ('dradsziz), {EET%.

aristocrat (Yeristokreet), e %.

final flourish ("flarif), Eriknl IS
—H.

all writing ...
B A 3G

da.yB, ﬁﬁ'

papyrus ( pe’paierss ),
(Egypt) AAn—FE 54K

Magna Carta (‘megna’kdits), K
B (—o—AEREA RS
FE#3h (John) FiBUHESE).

The Law, 7% ShaBESAR.

the Prophets, E#1 R a4 sk4u
=*.

Gospels ('gospalz), iBFE.

St Paul (sn¢ poil), IR (IR
SRk pETE).

had they not been preserved =if
they had not been pre arved.

of time, —VIE R

WM



To the pen we owe...=We owe...

to the pen, FMZH.. MEEiHHR
E 3

The Pilgrim’s Progress, JEHlsC5
% John Bunyan (AfE—RA
A, FE Ay A ) BT AR R
=%,

Paradise ('perodais) Lost, JE
A John Milton (AfE—=T
FAE FEFE— L) BT g AR
B »

The Canterbury (Tkeentebori) Tales,
WHFA Geoffrey Chaucer (¥
KA —ZWFLE, FEAENETE)
PR R .

Shakespeare (/feikspie), ¥§ Wil-
liam Shakespeare, BRI AICER,
HAE—FREE, Fh—i—A

shook the world, T2t 5.

the greatest=the greatest peo-
ple. :

the humblest=the humblest peo-
ple.

drive it as they will=drive it as
they will drive it, BREE6EE.

all, #®iEH relative pronoun
“that’’.

business (’biznis) transaction
(treen’zekfon), Fgs 5.

fail to..., AgE... (Bl: He fuiled
to give you any advice.)

a deed is worthless till..., E#...
BLHHRA (BN,

irrevceable (i'reveksbl), BRI
[Enl.

legally binding, ZEEE AR
i,

mysterious (misftiories), Mlighal).

Bradshaw ('Bradfo1), gl John
Bradshaw, SHK'E, AE—XF
A FEAE—ARTIUE, ekl
AEJEYE Charles I E36HI.

Charles (tfdilz) Stuart (stjuet),
Bl Charles I, A~ ATR4IE
FE—RP LA,

the bloek, BfHEE ;#H.

Elizabeth (iflizebes ), e, 4:
F—H==4, BAE—XFES, A
—FA-LEE Mary Queen of
Scots BAEH.

Mary Queen of Scots, A&E—HPY
TR B Ae—T A AR, :
Victoria (vik'toirie), JeEi&E, A
FE—A—Juse FEE— LT
Iron Duke, #§ Duke of Welling-
ton, AfE—tRIlE, FEAE—AT

e,

death-warrant (/deesworsnt), ¥
FTFERIEIAr S .

soldier, EEA.

to make good, i3 5.

Declaration (ydeklo/reifon) of
American Independence (yin-
di'pen&ons), —-bL-br 46 L HI
YEHS.

John Hancock 'hamn'wok ) J#isk
BR, EA—-L=bE, At
=&, i

I guess=T think (£E;E).

King George, #5%E George 111,
K= A, FEA— AT,

coming into the world, Afl;AEA:.

register (‘redsister), % iU/}

instrument (*instramont), ‘CH(4%
Wi # 3% relative pronoun “that’’
Y% “‘which’).
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2. UMBRELLAS®
Perhaps nothing is borrowed so often, and
perhaps nothing is more rarely returned than an
umbrella.

In Victorian times® no gentleman was ever seen
in the street without an umbrella, and Robert Louis
Stevenson® declared: It is the habitual carriage
. of the umbrella that is the stamp of respectability.®

Although something very much like an umbrella
was known in Saxon England® the word was not
used before Shakespeare s day,° and umbrellas were

/not common in this country till the 18th century.°®

Even then they were only carried by women.

The first man to carry an umbrella in London
was Jonas Hanway,° and a brave man he was to do
it. London was horrified. People said Jonas was
ridiculously® girlish. They said man® had no right
to keep off° God’s rain. They threw water over
poor Jonas, pelted him with rotten fruit,® jeeved
him, and ran after® him; but he went on carrying®
his big ‘umbrella. ‘“Soon everybody will carry
one°’’ he said. .

« JSut he was wrong. KEven thirty years after
Jonas Hanway had folded his umbrella for the last
time,° in 1786, umbrellas were not commonly used.
Inns and coffee-houses kept one, letting it out by
the hour like a cab,® but few people boasted® one
of their own.

Curiously enough, the driest countries had um-
brellas hundreds of years before English folk® used

- them. In Burma® the umbrella has long been quite
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common, the white umbrella being reserved for the
king and the sacred white elephant.° The Mahratta
princes of India® have been known as the Lords of
the Umbrella time out of mind.° So old, indeed,
is the umbrella® that in the East it has been the
symbol of royalty® from the earliest times, and in
ancient Egypt® and Nineveh® sculptures® have been
brought to light® showing that the umbrella was
well known thousands of years ago.

In the British Museum is an impressive carv-
ing’ of 26 centuries ago showing a king of Assyria
carrying an umbrella as he leads his army into
battle; and it was recently discovered that Tutankh-
amen® took his umbrella with him when he went
on his last journey, the solemn procession® to his
wondrous® tomb. After lying in the dark for 3000
years his umbrella has been put up® in our own
day.° _

It was Dickens® who gave us the word ‘‘gamp’’
for a clumsy umbrella,” his Sarah® Gamp, being a
character in Martin Chuzzlewit® who always carried
one; and we never think of Robinson Crusoe® with-
out picturing him carrying his home-m&dsd pm-
orella. One. of the most familiar and striking
figures® in America last century was Abraham
Lineoln® riding about the country with nothing more
than® what he could carry in his saddle- bags—and
his cotton umbrella.

NOTES

umbrellas (am'brelez), 4. YR E Vietoria (HfE—A—N,
InVietorian (vik'toirion) times, B, AT —4) R, A —



- =-bEBl—AT—E
" Robert (frobet) Louis - (/lu(i)is)
~ Stevenson (stiivnsn), HEt&EH
PR, AR, T
A uPesE. \
It is...respectability (risybekto-
Poiliti), Hms—AAR  RASTH AR
SE.
Saxon (!smksn) England, #E5HH
i 30 B 2 R B — RRURBURE
(Teutons) 7AREF{.
Shakespeare’s (/feikspiez) day,
mk&ﬁﬂ*i’ﬁd‘khﬁ (&Af—‘ﬁ
nmbrel]as were.. 18th century,
E2) - AR AR (48
@) W@, (‘not... till...” e
ME % ... 5o % B: He did
not come back till evening.)
Jonas (/dzounes) Hanway (Theon-
wei), WEERER, L —~t—
kg, FoAe— A ARAE.
a brave man he was to do it
(“‘to do it” FEiENER—).
ridiculously (ri’dikjulesli), W4
Hit.
man, A
keep off, BHE. (#i: We yse um-
brellas Jo keep off the rain.)
p¥te®him with rotten fruit,
JE AR Bk .
ran after, i8.
went on ...ing, HSAH...
one=an umbrella.
had folded his umbrella for the
last time, B#—KIBIF T i
(#5 Jonas Wi3E).
jetting it (35 umbrella) out by
the hour 1 ke a cab, X% Efx1
guEhAe.

boasted, 4. (B: I boast a store
of good books.)

folk (fouk), AE.

Burma ('beime), EMEBRKEA.

the white ... white elephant, {8
B G REE, AiERAaR.
(ARE—FEE Burma ZHIPE
AR, T e, 24 E—
absolute participial phrase.

. (“‘reserve... for... " {E Mg... 4
#5... fi%; Bl: I reserved my food

JSfor him.)

The Mahratta (melrsate) princes
of India, EiE Mahratta £F
(Mahratta 2+ AR RIS
1B THEER AR ZRER).

have been known as...time out
of mind, HKEDR—FLe
wEEEA. (“known as’’ fETLL
B4, % ;%) : Columbus is krown
as the discoverer of America.)

So old, indeed, is the umbrella=
Theumbrella,indeed, is so old,

the symbol (’simbal) of royalty
(Proiolti), EHEMFREL.

ancient Egypt ('i1dzipt), WK

. g
Nineveh ('ninivi),
Assyria alEER.

geulptures (!skalptfoz), ffi 1.

brought to light, #8l. (fl: The
archmologisthas brought to light
many monuments of ancient
China.)

impressive carving
BIAIRER.

Tutankhamen (ftuitaink/aimen),
HBEEHEE (KHELTi—=8R
AER).

solemn (’solom) procession (pra-

B AT

("kaivip),
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Isefon), WlBMRER. wit (tfazlwit) (Dickens %

wondrous (/wandros), R R4 Bi—EAD.
put up, 3 (k). Robinson ('robinsn ) Crusoe
our own day, H4t. ("kruisou), JHEA Defoe Fi

' Dickens (’dikinz), #§ Charles B AR 4, A0 B .
Dickens EBI/PIRR, 44—~ home-made, 5Blxy.
R, N, striking figures, %4 A%,

gave us...clumsy umbrella, 3# Abraham (‘eibrehzm) Lincoln

gamp —FHRRIVE R ("ligken), SRWEt1F Kk,

. Hefe— AFIUEE, FEAE— AR TibE.
Sarah (Yseoro), &t F 4. nothing more than, 7 ;. (A:
a character (ksrikteo) in Martin Life is nothing more than a

Chuzzlewit, £ Martin Chuzzle- dream.)

3. A NIGHT IN A GRAVEYARD

When T was still in bondage,® we were living
in a narrow street; it was where Gavilla® lives now.
There, as Providence ordained,® I fell in love with®
the wife of Terentius,® landlord of the inn. You
all knew her—Melissa,® the buxom® little beauty®
from Tarentum.° I take my oath there was noth-
ing wrong;° it was really her sweet nature that
took my faney.© Well, one day my lady’s lord and
master met his end® on the farm. Shereupon T risk-
ed my neck® to visit her by hook or by crook. °

By good luck® the boss had gone on some ifithg
business® to Capua.® T seized the opportunity to
induce a guest of ours to take a stroll with me as far
as the fifth milestone.® A soldier he was,° and as
brave as Old Nick.° It was about cock-crow® that
we took the road,” and the moon was as bright as
the sun at noon. We came to the place where the
tombs are; my man° begins to stroll among the
headstones ;° I sit down humming a tune® and count-
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- ing the graves. Chancing to° look round at my pal,
I saw him stripping® and throwing all his garments
along the path. My heart rose in my mouth.° I
stood stock-still.° He went on to° make the magic
ring°® round his_ clothes, and on a sudden® he was
changed into a wolf. Don’t you think® I’m joking:
I wouldn’t tell a lie about it for the wealth of a
- Croesus.® Well, to go ‘'on with® the .story! No
gooner had he become a wolf than he began to howl
~ and make off to the woods.® At first I didn’t know
where I stood. Then I moved forward to pick up
his clothes: they were turned into stone! Talk of
‘dying of fright°! Nevertheless, I drew my blade®
and played havoc® with shadows® all the way to
~ the lady’s abode. My sweet Melissa, filled with -
amazement at finding me abroad® so late, said:
“If you had arrived a minute ago, you would

have been some use to us, for a wolf rushed into
the yard, set upon® the sheep, and turned the whole
place into a shambles.° However, though he got
away safely, one.of the slaves let him have a spear®
right through his meck’’.

o TRemoment® I heard this story, my eyes opened
- wide. As soon as it was dawn, I made for°® my
. lord’s house and when I got to° the place where the
clothes had been changed into stone there was noth-
ing to see but blood-stains.° At last I reached
home, to find my soldier friend lying in his bed,
bleeding like a stuck pig,° and the physician mend-
ing his neck. ' Then I realized the fellow was a were-
“wolf.°
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You gentlemen must form your own opinions
about it; for my own part,° if I’m drawing the long
“bow,” may the gods take vengeance on me!®

—Petronius®

NOTES

in bondage ('bondidz), ZEMMBEEE
AR,

‘Gavilla ('geevile), A4.

Providence ordained (oi'deind),
LAIRE.

fell in love with, ... 585,

Terentius (tofrenfios), MEHEAN
4.

Melissa (mi'lise), F4.

buxom (Thaksem), {E3EaY ; BRRAY.

beauty, R&F.

Tarentum (te’rentem), & K %I
(Italy) Hu4a.

I take my oaththere wasnothing
wrong, RUBEARESEWTE.

took my faney, pFRE. (B: This
hook takes my fancy.)

met his end, 36. (#): He met his
end in the battle.)

risked my neck, HiE.

by hook or by erook, fEzRim{ ;

. FETRFEY. (B: I'll manage to
do it by hook or by crook.)

By good luck, JEFREIF. (#l: By
good luck I met him on the
way.)

on...business, BT ...00%. (f: I
went to Hongkong on some
important business.)

Capua ("kepjue), FAFIH4.

as far as the fifth milestone

('mailstoun), ME I BT,

A soldier he was = He was a
soldier.

as brave as Old Nick, Fus i
R IREMY. (““Old Niek”” HE¥E R,
f§%, £% slang.)

cock-crow, i) ; wkns.

took the road, L3 ;#ufL

my man, HEREATAARE LSS,

headstones, 3.

humming a tune (tjuin), HE—
18 .

Chancing to..., f#4X....

stripping, JiZ. -

My heart rose in my mwouth, ik
Y.

stock-still, ¥EERENY; P AREd.

went on 0 ..., FEfi ... ; BEHT....

make the magic (fmed3ik) ring,
RS Hh B (e SE 5 7 HaR ).

on a sudden, Z8&k. (f#il: On a sud-
den, the tiger sprang upon the
hunter.) = ©

Don’t you think=Doun't think.

for the wealth of a Croesus(’krii-
se8), BRI DIBBI(FE Lydia F)
Croesus WRVEE; SERRINGT. (4:
For the wealth of a Croesus he
would not be a traitor.)

go on with, MHRGE) T .

No sooner ... the woods, —§8i
B8 TR0k ik BRAS IR TR 32

(‘‘no sooner ... than ... " fE



