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What the Book Tells

Three successive earthquakes of intensities rarely
between July and Novembher 1976, causing varying de
The past twelve years witnessed the completion of re
from 1976. to 1980, the reconstruction drive until 1983 and the well-planned program of
construction since 1984, all of which were carried out under the guidance and support
from the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the State Council and
the direct leadership of the Tianjin CPC Committee and the municipal government. To-
day, the city has taken on a completely new look and is travelling along the road of
steady development.

The present book consists of seven chapters.

Chapter I reviews the planning and the construction of the city’s new residential
quarters, thoroughfares and shopping centers.

Relief and rehabilitation formed the main task of the first stage when the debris was
removed, the buildings mended and reinforced, the utilities brought back to normalty,
thus production, education and commercial services were timely resumed,the homeless re-
settled and the worst-affected districts granted special aid. To fill the gap between the
increasing population and the limited number of houses, large- scale housing projects were
launched in the new residential areas.

The second-stage program focused vn rebuilding and repairing all the houses destroyed
or damaged in the tremors. At least three million square meters of new floor
space were offered to residents cach year, while the repairing projects in the old districts
were being carried out and all the shacks set up during the quakes were dismantled. Ser-
vice systems began their operation, and significant inprovements were made in the city’s
infrastructure.

More housing projects in the newly-opened-up districts, accompanied by the building
of the thoroughfares and the shopping centers as well as the successful tree-planting plans
in the residential areas and the improvement ofthe roads. marked the third stage of Tian-
jin’s reconstruction

Chapter II presents a review of the planning and coustruction of the new residential
quarters.

Large scaie coustruction projects in the new residential areas required theorectical
exploration and researh in urban planning. The city’s planners gradually came to see the
superiority of the two- grade system to the multigrade system in differentiating the hous-
ing projects. They re-evaluated the traditional layout in which the buildings stood in rows
and drew up new plans, arranging the apartment buildings into a system resembling a big
compound ( like those in Ziya Li)orabig arc(like those in Xihu Cun No. 3 ). Also included
in Chapter IT are discussions on the nature of various spaces in a neighborhood and their
interrelations, affirming that such spaces are essential embodying the special
characteristics of each neighborhood, while the open spaces shonld have aesthetic and
decorative value and the interblock tracts should be so furnished as to serve multiple
purposes.

The chapter extends its scope to include a study of the adaptation of the service insta -
lations to the special features of a specific residential quarter.

Chapter 3 deals with the reshaping of the traditional residential districts. After
giving an exposition of the causes of the speedy transformation of those districts, the
author reports how the channels of the inflow of funds and government distribution po-
licies would influence the standards relating to the land to be used, the utilities, the

known in the region struck Tianjin
grees of damages to the buildings.
lief and rehabilitation programs
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per-square meter cost and the environment to be chosen. offering his own proposals.

Construction of the city’s new thoroughfares form the subject of the fourth chapter.
The author examines the factors contributing to the opening up of the thoroughfares
within a relatively short time.drawing attention to how the inevitable dismantling of large
numbers of old buildings whose occupants must be provided with new homes, the insuffi-
cient development of the third industry and the lack of large public-service buildings joined
to account for the emergence of new thoroughfares lined by residential buildings standing
to form *‘walls”. Owing to the municipal authorities’ restriction on the construction of
high-rise buildings,it was difficult to diversify the buildings in height and avoid monoto-
nous arrangement. An undeniable evolution has, however, taken place, a change from the
simple linear arrangement of wall-like buildings along Hebei Avenue and Western Ave-
nue to the buildings differing in height with * gaps” formed by low constructions along a
section of the Tianjin-Tanggu highway, and further to the adoption of miniparks along
Central Honggqi Road. Taking full account of the specific conditions in China . the author
makescomparisons between the practice of transforming the traditional streets by
moderate modifications and that of building thoroughfares along with well-arranged re-
sidential quarters.

In the fifth chapter the author gives his description and evaluation of the five newly-
formed shopping streets. The layout for these streets was drawn up within the frame-
work of the city’s overall urban planning. Efforts were made to eusure that these streets
have organic relationship with the traditional commercial centers, historical sites and
modern buildings bearing cultural significance. The plann ing for new shopping streets,
according to the author, should answer the need of modern life and communal commercial
behavior. He cites specific cases to support his view.

Planners of Tianjin’s new residential areas attach great importance to the neighbor-
hoods, the miniparks and green tracts. The green spaces separating the buildings mean very
much to the quality of the environment. Chapter VI is dedicated to discussions on these
spaces for neighborhood public activities. Each minipark covers an area varying between
1,000 and 2,500 square meters, that is, 0.8 to 1.0 square meter for each resident.In the plan-
ning for the miniparks the harmony of the buildings, people and the environment is empha-
sized, and it is required that both the green-covered area and the area for public activities
should amount to 60 percent of the total area. More than 30 exam ples where decorative archi-
chitectural pieces play their unique roles are included in the same chapter.

Every city has its own history and tradition in various aspects of life. Thus the plan-
ners of new Tianjin set the preservation and extension of its traditional features as
their task in the post-quake reconstruction programs. They made enormous efforts
in this field, having conducted creative experiments. Chapter VII of the present work
shows the reader what Tianjin’s traditional features are and what measures have so far
been taken with respect to their preservation and extension.

Tianjin ’s main railroad terminal now stands as a unique building complex on the
axis running through the scenic belt along the Haihe River. To achieve maximum efficiency
in passenger handling, the station has elevated waiting rooms, a main square plus a
secondary one, and a set of inlets and outlets on each end, which facilitate the flow of
incoming and outgoing passengers. The author gives an extensive description of this ar-
chitectural masterpiece.

In a word, the present book represents an attempt for the theorization of the 12-year
long experience acquired in the planning and construction of Tianjin’s new residential
quarters, thoroughfares and shopping centers.
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From the Editors

“Planning and Construction of Tianjin’s Residential Quarters,
Thoroughfares and Commerical Centers”, a book which is being
presented to you after careful preparation, will show you that the
remarkable successes in Tianjin’s urban construction are inseparable
from the encouragement and guidance given by the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China and the State Council, from the
municipal government’s
lihood of the city’s

dedicated endeavors in imporoving the live-
inhabitants and its creative initiative in making
reforms, from the assiduous efforts made by the urban planners and
all those involved in the projects, and from the persevering and
selfless labor offered by the city’s seven million citizens.

We are sure that Tianjin’s achicvement in her urban projects,
especially the tremendous headway made since the 3rd Plenary
Session of the lltk Central Comm thee of CPC in 1978, will give
notable impetus to the reforms now under way and to the further
enforcement of China’s open-door policy, laying solid groundwork
for this north China port city’s ambitious bid for prosperity.

As a history of Tianjin’s urban planning and construction, _
the book focuses on some specific measures taken in this field during
a particular period. Such measures, probably hard to be fully
understood by the coming generations, have indeed brought
better livelihood to the present generation. '

We believe that, when you read this book, you will get a compre-
hensive understanding of Tianjin’s housing projects and the construc-

tion of its thoroughfares, frontier districts, new commercial

centers and miniparks during the past decade. Such understanding
will enable you to join us in giving an appraisal of achievements
and failures, an appraisal which we expect will be informative

to future planners.

The information on which the book bases covers a period of
more than ten years. Selection, comparison and classification of
the information and the preparation of figures and maps form a task
challenging the ability and resources of the compilers. The book
is therefore bound to have deficiencies, mistakes and errors, which
we hope our readers will kindly point out to us.

The present work has been compiled on the basis of a report
submitted in 1988 by the author, who had been doing extensive
researches on the planning and construction of Tianjin’s new resi-
dential quarters,thoroughfares and commercial centers since he was
entrusted with these researches by the Institute of Chinese Urban
Planning and Designing on November' 1, 1985. We hereby gratefully
ackknowledge the kind aid which that institute has so generously
offered us.

We also owe very much to Mr. Liu Yuxiang, General Engineer
of Tianjin Planning Bureau who checked the manuscripts, and Pro-
fessor Nie Lansheng of Tianjin University’s department of archi-
tecture, who gave his kind advices and wrote th'e postceript.

Tienjin Real Estate Development Group, the district government

and construction commission of each of Tianjin’s districts Hexi, 1
Heping, Naikai, Honggiao, Hebei and Hedong provided us with

valuable support, for which we will always remain thankful.
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