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Chapter 1
The Great Hall

On January 6, 1482, the people in Paris got up
earlier than usual. They were going to enjoy two special
testivals that day. One festival was religious, called the
Feast of Epiphany. It is for people to remember the three
wise men, Magi, wﬁo visited the son of God, Jesus,
when he was newly bom. The other festival was for the
common people’s pleasure, that is, the Feast of Fools.
A Pope (a religious king) of the Fools would be chosen to
make people enjoy themselves.

From early morning, the Parisians crowded into the
streets and tried to be the first to reach the three places
where the two festivals would be celebrated—the Great
Hall of the Palace of Justice, the Riverside Square, and
the chapel of Braque. The Great Hall was the most pop-
ular place among the three because a religious play would

be shown in the grand hall. Besides, some important of
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—ficials and foreign guests would be present. Moreover,
the election of the Pope of Fools would take place there.
Many people also liked to make for the Riverside Square
to watch the bonfire, since it came at the right time of
the year. In front of the chapel of Braque, a tall post
with flowers on it was set up for people, especially for
young boys and girls, to dance around. But few people
wenl there, because they were attracted to the other two
more interesting places.

It was terribly difficult to get into the Great Hall
that day, though at the time it was regarded as the larg-
est hall in the world. People were like flood, filling ev-
ery corner of the hall. A good number of these honest
onlookers had been shivering in the cold January air in
front of the great steps of the palace since daybreak;
some were even said to have spent the night lying in the
great doorway to make sure they could get in first.

The play was planned to begin at twelve o’ clock
sharp. As time passed, the onlookers in the crowded hall
were getting more and more impatient. At the moment
the clock struck twelve, a great silence fell. The people
stretched their necks and stood on tiptoes to get a better
view of the stage, which had been set up temporarily at
one end of the hall. They waited for one, two, three,

five minutes, a quarter of an hour; nothing came. Nei-
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ther the play, nor the officials and foreign guests. This

was really too much. People became angry. “The play,
and to hell with the foreign guests! We want the play!”
They shouted repeatedly, “or we will hang the police.”
There were four police at each comer of the stage, whose
faces turned deathly white when they heard this.

At this critical moment, an actor playing the role of
Jupiter in a colourful and handsome dress came up to the
front of the stage, shaking with fear. He gathered his
courage and announced that as soon as the officials
came, the play would begin.

Hardly had he finished his last sentence did the
people cry angrily: “Start right away! The play! Down
with Jupiter and the officials! ” The poor Jupiter did not
know what 1o do, because he would be hanged by the
crowd for waiting and hanged still by the officials for not

waiting.

Chapter 2
Pierre Gringoire

Fortunately someone came to save him and take on
the responsibility. This person was the writer of the
play, Pierre Gringoire. He was tall, thin, fair—haired,

still young, though already showing wrinkles on his fore
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—head and cheeks, with bright eyes and smile on his

lips, dressed in black clothes, worn and shiny with age.
He climbed up to the stage and made a sign to the pitifu‘l
actor. But the other was too terrified to notice.

The writer took another step forward: “Jupiter!” he
said. “My dear Jupiter! "The other did not hear.

Finally the tall man lost his patience, and shouted
directly into his face: “Miche! Giborne!”

“Who’s calling me?” said Jupiter, as if waking up
with a start.

y

“I am,” answered the man in black. “Start at
once. I will take care of calming down the officials.”

Jupiter breathed again and shouted with all the
power in his chest to the crowd: “Dear citizens, we are
starting at once!”

“Great!” cried the people.

They clapped their hands with deafening applause
until Jupiter walked behind the curtain.

But the play did not start at once until someone
shouted: “Jupiter, are you making fun of us? Start right
now, or we Il start up again.’

At once, from inside the stage came the sound of
music; the curtain was raised; four characters in clothes

of the same style but different colour got onto the stage.

The play was indeed very fine. However, when the audi-
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