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[There are superstitions attached to numbers;| even those ancient Greeks believed that
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all numbers and their multiples had some mystical significance.

[ Those numbers between 1 and 13 were in particular] to have a powerful influence o-
ver the affairs of men.

| For example, it is commonly said that luck, good o bad, comes in three;] if an acci-

dent happens, two more of the same kind may be expected soon afterwards. The arrival of
a letter will be followed by two others within a certain period.

| Another belief involving the number three has it that it is unlucky to] light three ciga-

rettes from the one match. If this happens, the bad luck that goes with the deed falls upon
the person whose cigarette was the last to be lit. The ill-omen linked to the lighting of
three things from one match or candle goes back to at least the 17 century and probably
earlier. It was believed that three candles alight at the same time would be sure to bring
bad luck; one, two, or four, were permissible, but never just three.

|Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a bringer of good luck. |

The ancient astrologers believed that the universe was governed by seven planets;
students of Shakespeare will recall that the life of man was divided into seven ages. Seven
horseshoes nailed to a house will protect it from all evil.

[Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number] because it is the product of three times
three. It was much used by the Anglo-Saxons in their charms for healing.
| Another belief was that great changes occurred every 7th and 9th of a man's life.| Conse-

quently, the age of 63 (the product of nine and seven) was thought to be a very perilous
time to a ripe old age.

[Thirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear. |
| The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Clirist’s

This being the eve of his betrayal, it is not difficult to understand the sig-
nificance given to the number by the early Christians.
{In modern times 13 is an especially unlucky number| of a dinner party, for example.

Hotels will avoid numbering a floor the 13th; the progression is from 12 to 14, and no
room is given the number 13. Many home owners will use 12 instead of 13 as their house
number.

| Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded with any fear af|

|all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs. |
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1. According to the passage, which of the following groups of numbers will certainly bring
good luck to people?
A 3and?7. B. 3and 9. C. 7aud 9. D.3 and 13.

2. The ill luck associated with 13 is supposed to have its origin in

A. legend B. religion C. popular belief  D. certain customs
3. What is the author’s attitude towards people’s superstitious beliefs?

A. He is mildly critical. B. He is strongly critical.

C. He is in favour of them. D. His attitude is not clear.

REHIT] =M EENERELRERCRE. B 1 EHERES. e RS
—&]h, Bl “Seven was another significant number. . . ” 1 “Nine is usually thought of as a
lucky number. ..”, Ff L, B RE C, F 2 MNERES 8O WEME—a &, B “Thir-
teen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear.” F1 “The common belief is
that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Christ’s Last Supper...”, H
L ERN B, 83 ERNERNAECERE—HF, B0 “. .. which just shows how irration-
al we are in our superstitious beliefs”, &% A,
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In the case of mobile phones, change is everything. Recent research indicates that

mmobile phone is changing not only our culture, but our very bodE] as well.

, let’s talk about . The difference between the mobile phone and its
parent, the fixed-line phone, is that a mobile number corresponds a person, while a land-
line goes to a place. If you call my mobile, you get me. If you call my fixed-line phone,

you get whoever answers it.

IThis has several implimtionﬂ. The lmost common ong], however, and perhaps the

thing that has changed our culture forever, is the [“meeting” influence|. People no longer

need to make firm plans about when and where to meet. Twenty years ago, a Friday night
would need to be arranged in advance. You needed enough time to allow everyone to get
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from their place of work to the first meeting place. Now, however, a night out can be ar-

ranged on the run. [It is no longer “see you there at 8”,| [but “ text me around 8 and we’ll|

|see where we all are”, |

[Texting changes people as well]. In their [paper], “Insights into the Social and Psy-
chological Effects of SMS Text Messaging”, two British researchers distinguished between
two types of mobile phone users; the “talkers” and the “texters”-those who prefer voice to
text messages and those who prefer text to voice.

They found that [the mobile phone’s individuality and privacy gave texters the ability|

Ito express a whole new outer personality]. Texters were likely to report that their family

would be surprised if they were to read their texts. This suggests that texting allowed tex-
ters to present a self-image that differed from the one familiar to those who knew them
well.

Another| scientist wrote of {the changes that mobiles have brought to body language|.
There are two kinds that people use while speaking on the phone. There is the “speakeasy”:
the head is held high, in a self-confident way, chatting away. And |there is the“spacemaker”;

Ithwe people focus on themselves and keep out other people, I

[Who can blame them|? Phone meeting gets cancelled or reformed and camera-phones

intrude on people’ s privacy. So, it is understandable if your mobile makes you
nervous. [But perhaps you needn’ t worry so much. After all, it is good to talk]
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J3—“speakeasy” fl1“spacemaker” .
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1. When people plan to meet nowadays, they
A. arrange the meeting place beforehand
B. postpone fixing the place till the last minute
C. seldom care about when and where to meet
D. still love to work out detailed meeting plans
2. According to the two British researchers, the social and psychological effects are mostly

likely to be seen on

A. talkers B. the “speakeasy”
C. the “spacemaker” D. texters
3. We can infer from the passage that the texts sent by texters are
A. quite revealing B. well written
C. unacceptable by others D. shocking to others
4. According to the passage, who is afraid of being heard while talking on the mobile?
A. Talkers. B. The “speakeasy”.
C. The “spacemaker”. D. Texters.

5. An appropriate title for the passage might be

A. The SMS Effect

B. Cultural Implications of Mobile Phone Use

C. Changes in the Use of the Mobile

D. Body Language and the Mobile Phone

[HEHEE] 51 Bhie @R “meet”, TS5 H M N RE 3 B meeting’

influence” , SEf BB 945 3 4)“People no longer need to make firm plans about when
and where to meet.” FI{E ¥4 2 4£)“Now, however, a night out can be arranged on the
run. "R ICETE R RN B.
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