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The world famous Potala Palace stands on the Red Hill overlooking the city of
Lhasa in Tibet.

At an elevation of more than 12000 feet (3700 meters) above the sea level, the Potala
is the world's highest and largest castle palace. Built against the terraced slope of
the hill, with buildings one upon another, the Potala has an imposing look. The
granite walls, the reddish-brown walls made of willow branches, golden roofs
decorated with big gilded bottles, the splendid sutra-streamers and banners are
unique characteristics of the Potala buildings. The striking contrast of red, white
and yellow colors join to make the Potala a rare example of architecture in the
traditional Tibetan style.

The structure is composed of the White Palace and the Red Palace. The 7-story
White Palace served as the winter residence of successive Dalai Lamas. It also
housed the former local Tibetan government. On its fourth floor is the Eastern
Audience Hall, the biggest in the White Palace, where important political and
religious ceremonies such as the enthronement of Dalai Lamas were held. On the
top of the palace are two apartments of Dalai Lamas' winter residence, known as
the East and West Sunshine Apartmente.
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The Potala stands against the terraced slope of the Red
Hill. Its main portion is a building of 13 stories. The major
parts of the Potala include the Red Palace, the White
Palace, and monks' dormitories. In addition, there are the
old town Zhol and the Naga-King's Pool at the foot of
the hill. In 1961, the State Council placed the Potala on
the list of cultural sites under State-level protection. In
1994 the UNESCO World Heritage Committee placed the
Potala on the World Cultural Heritage list.
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The Potala
The name 'Potala’ is a derivation from Sanskrit Potaraka, meaning

'rilliant Mountain,' 'Island Mountain,' or 'Boat Mountain,' which is

dedicated to Avalokiteshvara. Qing Emperor Kangxi said in a stele
RS G (FLIER ) A installed on Mt. Putuo of Zhejiang, 'As recorded in Buddhist scriptures,

Buddhist Pagodas on the Square of there are three Potaraka mountains: one is at a port of the Indus, another

the Potala (Trakor Karnyi) is in Tibet, and the third is the sacred island of Putuo in the South Sea.'

The Potala is the best palace complex of Tibet well-kept till now. It is

a landmark of Tibet well-known to the world, and it is a very important !
cultural relic site under State-level protection of China. {
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For the Red Palace of Potala Palace,
each corner of its eves sits a glided
copper statue of lion, one-meter
high. In Buddhist canon, the Buddha
is regarded as a lion. Wherever the
Buddha sits, be it a bed or a mat, it
is called the Lion's Seat, which later
refers to the pedestal of a Buddha
or Bodhisattva statue, or the seat
where an eminent monk sits while
teaching. As it is, the lion becomes
one of the important themes in the
construction of Tibetan palaces and
monasteries.

TFH (ZHPED) >

1693 £F 2617 F A 1 00 UK 3R 4 R AY S0 3L I SL 0 2 2B, Ly
FHARNETEMNSLAMAHOL, B 56K, BH. B 5
EE3 RAR SR, MBS SMERYTRSERE, 1682 FH it
AR F R ERER AN TEAR, FBECE. REREA, Eik
13 FE R IRETEBUF 0 1690 £ A 5h T 4& 38 T -tH-34 561 0 UK 38 12 7% R g
IAEL 1693 E7E 2697 P8 8t RISREE AL S0, RAEM TP
TR T AR R 2 2

The Non-inscribed Stone Stele (Dokri Langma)

The stone stele without any words inscribed on it was erected in 1693
for the inauguration of the Fifth Dalai Lama's funerary stupa. The stele
stands at the bottom of the southern stone stairway that leads to the
Potala. It is over 18 feet high. Its top part, body, and bottom are made
of granite. The Fifth Dalai Lama died in 1682. Because of political and
religious reasons his death was not reported to the Qing government for
13 years. The Fifth Dalai Lama's funerary stupa and the hall to house it
began to be built in 1690. When the Fifth Dalai Lama's funerary stupa
was completed in 1693, a stele without any words on it was erected in

commemoration of the occasion.
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The reddish-brown wall is very often seen on the eaves or below
the wall roof of some important chapels or halls in Tibet. The wall
is made of dry and skin-peeled willow braches tied layer on layer
to be dyed and fixed on the wall.




