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Introduction

Carving, as a kind of special art, has a long, long history and was very popular
in ancient China. Archaeological excavations have confirmed that bamboo, wood,
ivory and rhinoceros horn carvings, together with jade and stone carvings, came
into being in the Stone Age. Different from jade and stone carvings, bamboo, wood,
ivory and rhinoceros horn carvings are easy to rot, thus hard to preserve. Because
of this, most of the bamboo, wood, ivory and rhinoceros horn carvings in existence
and being collected in the Palace Museum are from the Ming (1368-1644) and
Qing (1616-1911) Dynasty. Of the 224 pieces of carvings presented in this book,
155 pieces are from the Qing Dynasty, 28 pieces are from the Ming Dynasty, only
1 precedes the Ming Dynasty and 2 lag behind the Qing Dynasty. Among them, 60
pieces are bamboo carvings, 50 pieces are wood carvings, 77 pieces are ivory carv-
ings and 37 pieces are rhinoceros horn carvings. They are the most beautiful and
precious ones. They could best represent the carving techniques and the art level of
that time. The 224 pieces of carvings showed here is only a part of the collection of
such kind in the Palace Museum. Nearly all of them were belongs of the emperors
or royal families. They all are elite of its kind and cultural relics. Some of them

become the treasure of the nation.

Because of its long history and lack of an array of carvings from different
dynasties, it is difficult and unnecessary to give the readers an entire, systematic
introduction to China's carving art in a book like this one. Also, that is not the
purpose of this book. To help the readers to follow
this book, some brief and general information about
the carved articles, the materials used to carve, the
famous carvers, the techniques and features of the carv-

ings of the Ming and Qing Dynasty are given below.




What had been carved Nearly everything encountered in life, from everyday
use goods, stationery, ornaments, religious figures to auspicious animals, furniture
and architectural materials had been chosen by carvers of varied background. In this
book, a variety of articles are selected, including all above 7 types, typically are brush

holders, brush washers, figures of celestial beings, containers, arm-rests, boxes, cups.

The materials used to carve At that time, because bamboo, bamboo stump,
natural wood, boxwood, red sandalwood, white sandalwood, Indian incense wood
and agalloch eaglewood were relatively easy to obtain, they were still the first choice
of the carvers, either the superior carvers in the imperial court or the ordinary carv-
ers in lower society. As trading with overseas developed, more and more ivory and
rhinoceros horn reached China. The carvers in the Ming and Qing Dynasty could
use more ivory and rhinoceros horn than their ancestors to carve delicate articles
for the emperors, high-rank officers and rich families. For their high price, ivory

and rhinoceros horn carvings were not so popular as bamboo and wood carvings.

The famous carvers The Ming and Qing Dynasty were a time that produced
many great carvers. The carvers who were good at bamboo carvings were Pu
Zhonggian, Zhu He, Zhu Ying, Zhu Zhizheng, Zhang Xihuang from the Ming Dy-
nasty and Wu Zhifan, Feng Xilu, Feng Xizhang, Shi Tianzhang from the Qing
Dynasty. Successful wood carvers were Wang Shuyuan, Yan Wangyun, Xia Baiyan,
Zhou Yi, Zhou Gui, Jiang Fusheng from the Ming Dynasty and Zhu Zichang, Yang
Xiu, whom was also skilled at ivory and rhinoceros horn carving, from the Qing
Dynasty. The ivory and rhinoceros horn carvers worthwhile to mention in the Ming

and Qing Dynasty were You Tong, You Kan, Zhou Bin, Shang Jun, Du Shiyuan,



Huang Zhenxiao, Chen Zuzhang, Xian Hanzhen, Li Juelu. It was the above carvers

and many others that created a new era of carving art in history.

The techniques and features of the carvings Round, deep and shallow relief
and openwork were the three main techniques used by the carvers. Other than these,
some carvers also applied makeup and inlaid techniques in their works. In order to
depict the overall effects of a carving, carvers often combined one technique with
another or several others in a work. An obvious and impressive feature of the Ming
and Qing carvings is the combination of Chinese painting with carving. Small size
but fine carved and sometimes over-fine carved is another characteristic of carv-

ings of that time.
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