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The 60th Anniversary of Li Qi’s taking up the
revolutionary artistic creation as his profession (1937—1997)
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L1 Q1 had this photo taken in the midsummer of 1996.
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My Résume

I was born in 1928 and the land of my ancestors is Pinyao County, Shanxi Province. In 1937, |
went to Yanan with my parents and joined the Anti-Japan Troupe of the Eighth Route Army as a little
singing and dancing actor. From 1943 I started drawing sometimes. During the nine years in Yanan I
had been in literature and art organization except going into the Lu Yi Army Officer’s Art Training
Class and the Central Party School to study for one year.

In 1947, I studied in the Art Department of the Jinchaji Liberated Area Huabei Joint University
and took part in the land reform, army expansion and some works of the Tianjin Military Administra-
tive Committee at the same time.

After the founding of our People’s Republic, I became a teacher in the Third Art Department of
Huabei University, and transfered later on to the Central Institute of Fine Art to continue teaching
when it was established in 1950.

As to my works of art, I had been engaging in painting picture posters, picture-story books and
New Year pictures during the war years and the early years of the founding of our People’s Republic.
Later I mainly paint traditional Chinese paintings. In order to propagate the revolutionary ideal and
praise the noble sentiments, most of my paintings have focused on revolutionary characters. I will go on

advancing on the basis of traditional painting of our country.
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Li Qi’s Portrait Paintings

Most of the portraits painted by Li Qi, who is a famous portraitist and the professor of the Central
Institute of Fine Art, are great figures such as Li Dazhao, Sun Zhongshan, Zhou Enlai, Lu Xun and
Bethune«««+-- as well as some ordinary workers, farmers, soldiers and intellectuals. People are always
greatly affected and encouraged by the vigorous spirit of these figures recreated by his powerful strokes
on the Xuan paper. One of his portrait paintings — Chairman Mao Traveling All Over the Country on
which Mao Zedong walking on the land in cotton clothes and his face glowing with health and radiating
vigor, makes people think naturally that Chairman Mao has already visited thousands of families al-
though there is no any backdrop on it. This painting is widely loved and hung on the walls of thousands
of families. By using the painting brush and Xuan paper on which no strokes can be corrected or modi-
fied, Li Qi is skilled at creating much food for thought in form of pithy artistry, so he is well received
for his unique artistic style both at home and abroad.

Drawing portraits from memory is Li Qi’s another special skill. Some of his friends have received
unexpectedly the portraits he painted for them, which are so alike with them both in appearance and
spirit that they admire Li Qi’s amazing memory very much for even they themselves do not know when
and where they have become the objects of the painter’s observation.

LLi Qi received the revolutionary education and possessed the lofty ideal of fighting all his life for
the cause of mankind progress since he had joined the revolution in 1937 when he was 9 years old. Dur-
ing his long artistic career he has been insisting on going along the broad road of serving the people in
form of art. Although he is already over sixty he is still working very hard and keeps on painting every
day. -

(This article is selected from the Oct. 1991 issue of the China Pictorial swritten by Gu Yuan, the vice-chairman of

the China Artists’ Association, the former Director of the Central Institute of Fine Art. )
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A Man and His paintings —Li Qi

It was forty years ago when I knew Mr Li Qi. At that time Beihong was the president of the Cen-
tral Institute of Fine Art and Li Qi, who was just a little over twenty, was engaged as a teacher in the
same institute. Li Qi and his wife Feng Zhen often went to our home to learn from Beihong. His tall
stature and a little bit emaciated appearance gave us a very gentle impression. Beihong was affected by
Li Qi’s modesty, deep thinking and thirst for knowledge so he talked with them delightedly. Sometimes



they took their paintings to our home and showed them to Beihong too. At that time both Li Qi and his
wife were engaged in painting picture-story books and New Year pictures, especially the latter almost
won the national prizes every year. Beihong appreciated their works so much that his encouragement
was just like sweet spring water gushing out continuously and moistened the two sincere hearts. Bei-
hong also showed them the famous painting of Song Dynasty — Zhunyun Breaking the Threshold which
he collected, and explained the beauty of the lines, the elegance of the colour as well as the lingering
charm of the lively figures to them enthusiastically. Li Qi and Feng Zhen listened very carefully and
were deeply touched. Our room was full of cordial and delighted atmosphere, the laughter with joys
rose and fell like waves in quietness. What a wonderful scene that is worth cherishing it 1s |

One day Beihong heard that Li Qi was suffering from lymphosarcoma and was under treatment at
some other place, he wrote to Feng Zhen and asked her to bring Li Qi back to Beijing. He intended to
introduce Li Qi to see a friend in Hangzhou who had suffered and recovered from the same disease. At
the end of his letter Beihong said,“Li Qi is a very gifted young man. Be sure to send for the best doc-
tor. ” Sometime later, Beihong himself took Li Qi to a very famous doctor in Beljing.

With Beihong passed away in his early years, these young and wonderful time kept in my mind has
gone like the mist and smoke. What I have left is only the endless yearning and recollection. Anyhow
after long years’ struggle and unremitting effort, Li Qi has gained great achievement and stepped into
the brilliant stage of his life.

It is well known that Li Qi is famous for drawing portraits for revolutionary leaders. He is also a
painter who has won people’s love and appreciation. Li Qi is especially good at painting portraits from
memory. | saw myself some of his portraits painted in this way. They are really true to life. Beihong
often emphasized in his teaching that as a basic training, painting from memory was very important. If
you had a good command of this method, you would be able to get twice the result with half the etfort
in painting and could draw more vividly and lifelikely. Li Qi’s memorized-painting portraits have
reached the acme of perfection both in spirit and appearance.

I really do not know if it is due to the influence of Beihong that Li Qi devoted himselt to memo-
rized-painting portraits, but I am sure Beihong would be very happy to see the outstanding achievement
Li Qi has made in portrait painting if he is still alive.

Li Qi joined the revolution in his childhood, and grew up through struggle in those war-ridden
years. Therefore he has a profound understanding of the truth— Art must serve the people, and its so-
cial function. No matter on symposia or in his articles, I can always find this firm and unshakable belief
of his. It is his strong faith in revolutionary cause and extraordinary enthusiasm towards the people, I
think , make him create so many portrait paintings of luminaries which are the radiance of the times and
the torch to light the heroism of the people.

People of talent are coming forth in large numbers in our country. The young Li Qi of forty years
ago has at last enjoyed the high reputation both at home and abroad. This shows that our circles ot
painting are becoming more and more active and prosperous. I hope sincerely and ardently that we will
have more young “Li Qi” to step on the road of success after their hardworking and unremitting pur-
suit. = -

(This article is selected from People’s Daily of the November 3, 1997 issue, written by the Director of Xu Beihong

Museum. )






