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Water to the Mind and Light to the Eye is both Pleasing

—— Asides after -Seeing Wang Yong'’s Paintings

In the early winter of the year before last, | arrived in Peking after returning from abroad. My ex—students met me and entertained
me in a restaurant at Si Huan Road. When we sat down, the dinner served soon. I.fgiéed my head and saw two paintings that looked
familiar on the wall. scrutinized the two paintings, which were the watercolor paintings of \Wang Yong's. Although they were just the
prints, but they were inlaid, framed, and hung on the wall. The owner of the restaurant might be very proud of the two paintings that
he selected. | could not remember the tastes of the dishes, howeyer,.| naturally had some.thoughts and feelings aroused by what |
saw — the works of Wang Yong's at that moment, and bore that feeling in mind.

The name of watercolor painting is modified by "water'. There are not any otherpafntings like the watercolor painting easily for us
to judge its attribute without question. Using "water" as the medium of expression, the watercolor painting like color—inked painting
portrays most vividly. After the watercolor painting was introduced into China from Europe, the flow of water on the painting can
arouse the emotions and reverie of Chinese people. When | was visiting in Venice, | saw some watercolor paintings, which are
inferior to the Chinese watercolor paintings that can reflect exquisiteness on the technique of expression of "water".

At first Wang Yong learned woodprint, then watercolor. There are too many records about his splendid works. To enjoy his works,
you will have such impression: in a boundless and water molecule, there are the rays of sun shining from the sloping brush, by Wang
Yong's hand, the sunlight fold on the paper, moving back and forth rapidly like using the woodcut knife. In the process of drawing,
simultaneously the volume of painting has been cut down. The flexibility of "water" shows its static characteristic freely in the two—
dimensional paintings.

Wang Yong used cyanine and reddish brown selectively in his color application. The colors he used are classic warm—cold colors
that traditional Chinese painting expresses some philosophical thinking. Through the regular moving-ef light and mutual intersecting
of point and line, his works are full of fresh vigor and vitality by using delicate transition between the cold colors and warm colors
which are quite different.

People always attempt to find some general terms to express feelings during art evaluation. Facing Wang Yong's paintings, |
unwittingly blurt out "pleasing". Actually, we need not seem lost in thought to face the nfitherous and complicated world, our vision
need to have a rest and our hearts are eager to be comforted.

Looking the watercolor paintings, | always think that painters should pay more attention to the size of the painting. | am quite sure
that if Wang Yong can use "pruning" method in the size of his paintings, his works are more excellent.

From his resume in an album of paintings of Wang Yong's, | knew his infant name is "Earth Child". Water moistens earth: earth
bears water. Earth absorbs heat from the sunlight and becomes rich by sucking up moisture. Naturally, everything is "pleasing".

Hubei Institute of Fine Arts
Professor and President
Xu Yongmin

Tanhualin, Wuchang,

April 15, 2005
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Wang Yong (Earth Child): Born in September 1961, Sichuan Province (ancestral home is
Jingzhou, Hubei Province). Graduated from Printmaking Department of Hubei Institute of Fine
Arts in 1984. Now he is an associate professor of the Printmaking Department of Hubei Institute
of Fine Arts, and also a member of Chinese Artists Association, a member of China Watercolor
Painting Association, a vice director of Hubei Watercolor Arts Committee, deputy president of
Hubei Watercolor Painting Association.

. 1984 Woodcut "The Bank of Honghu Lake" took part in the 6th National Fine Arts Exhibition of
China, obtained the Bronze Award in the 6th Hubei Provincial Fine Arts Exhibition.

. 1987 Watercolor "The Fruit Shop" took part in the 1st National Watercolor& Gouache Exhibition,
obtained the First Prize in the 2nd Hubei Provincial Watercolor Exhibition.

. 1989 Woodcut "Blue Hand—woven Cloth" and watercolor "The Evening Songs in Tongzu
Stockade Village" took part in the 7th National Fine Arts Exhibition of China; the former obtained
the Bronze Award in the 7th Hubei Provincial Fine Arts Exhibition.

. 1990 Watercolor "Wild Persimmon® took part in Hangzhou China Watercolor Painting Exhibition
and won the Bronze Award, watercolor "Evening Mist' obtained the Excellent Award in Geshan
(in Taiwan) Exhibition.

<1991 Watercolor "Longing in May" took part in China Xihu Fine Arts Festival and won the Silver
Award.

. 1992 Watercolor "The Fruit in the Against Light' took part in Hangzhou China Watercolor
Paipting-Exhibition and won the Bronze Award, Watercolor "Autumn Feeling" participated the 2nd
Watercolor& Gouache Exhibition and obtained the Excellent Award.

. 1993 Watercolor "Everlasting Recall' won the Golden Award in China Yangtze Cup Watercolor
Painting Exhibition.

- 1994 Watercolor "Blue in Memory" respectively won the First Award in the 8th National Fine
Arts Exhibition of China, obtained the Silver Award in the 8th Hubei Provincial Fine Arts Exhibition.

. 1996 Held Hubei Five Artists Watercolor Painting Co-exhibition in Beijing International Art
Center.

. 1997 Watercolor 'The Light in the Late Autumn" obtained the Bronze Award in the 7th China
Watercolor Painting Exhibition.

. 1998 Watercolor paintings participated Shenzhen National Youth Watercolor Artists Nomination
Exhibition, at the same year, published the personal collection ‘China Famous Artists Still Life &
Watercolor Imitation Model'.

. 1999 Watercolor "Colorful Zun" (a kind of wine vessel used in Chinese ancient time) took part
in the 9th National Fine Arts Exhibition of China, obtained the Silver Award in the 9th Hubei
Provincial Fine Arts Exhibition.

- 2002 Watercolor'Spring' won the Excellent Award in the 6th Watercolor & Gouache exhibition.

. 2003 Watercolor 'Shangrila’ obtained the Bronze Award in China Watercolor Sketching
Exhibition.

. 2004 Watercolor "The Charm of Blue and White Porcelain" and "Coral Color* won the Bronze
Award in the 10th Hubei Provincial Fine Arts Exhibition. Fresco 'The History of Biological
Evolution" (cooperated) took part in the 1st National Fresco Exhibition and won the First Award, at
the same time, participated the 10th National Fine Arts Exhibition of China.
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