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Unit One

Traditions and Customs

Custom is a practice or a way of doing things that bas been handed down from one
generation to the next. Customs are part of the culture shared by members of a
social group. Many customs begin because people like to know what to expect in
soctal situations. Like all cultural traits, customs are a form of learned bebavior and
differ among different people.

?@@ﬂ? @wg Request and Response

=

Warm-up exercises.

In our daily life, we often ask for something politely. Proper requests and responses
will help us realize communicative purposes. The following are examples for your
reference.

1. — Would you please take a seat over there, madam? I’ll let Mr. Emory know that
you’re here.
— Thanks. I can wait here.
2. — Excuse me, sir? I'm afraid this is a no-smoking area.
— Oh, sorry. I’ll put it out.

W

. — I’m sorry, Brad. But you are going to have to re-do this.
— What's the problem, Ms. Murphy?
4. — Martin? Did you remember to bring back that software I lent you?
— Oh, Kate! I'm sorry. It coﬁlpletely slipped my mind!
5. — Could I trouble you for a minute, Mr. Graham?
— Sure, Emily. How can I help you?
6. — Tom, we are going to have a party in my home tomorrow, would you please
join us?
— Oh, I can’t agree more.

Essential College English 1




Listening & Speaking 5 Heacher's Pook

7. — Miss Brown, may I ask a question?
— Go ahead.
8. — George, I'm too tired, would you please help me with the math problem?

— It’s out of question.

=l 1I. Listen fo the following dialogue and answer the questions.

~— Tapescript - —

M: [hate to do this to you, Alice, but I'm going to have to ask you to put in some
more overtime.

W: Does it have to be this afternoon, Mr. Fairbanks? I've already made plans.

M: Well, I would have preferred to do it today, but if you’ve already made plans,
we can do it tomorrow.

W: I’d appreciate that, sir. How long do you think you’ll need me to stay?

Questions:
1. What does Mr. Fairbanks want Alice to do?
2. Why is Alice unable to do it this afternoon?

3. What does Alice want to know?
N\ S

Key:

1. To atrange some more overtime.
2. She has already made plans.

3. How long she has to stay.

=1 . A secretary wants Mr. Emory, her boss, to look over the letters she has finished.
Mr. Emory is very glad that she has done a good job because he didn’t expect
her to finish so soon. The secretary suggests that she should mail the letters
out if there were no problems. Make a dialogue with the above information.

Tapescript ‘
W: Mr. Emory? I'd appreciate it if you would look over these letters before you
leave today.



M: I'd be glad to. Just leave them o esk. [ didn’t t vou to finish so soon

W: Thank you, sir. I'll leave them here, If there are no problems, I'll mail them

M: Great. Good work.

@@W W @ 4 Shert Conversations

= Cheoose the best answer to each of the questions that follow the ten short conversations.

Tapescript
ﬁ N

1. W: If we had arrived later, we should have found the hotel full.
M: But we could go somewhere else.
Q:- What do we know about the two speakers from the conversation?  (4)
A. They arrived at the hotel just in time.
B. They found the hotel full.
C. They would go to other hotels.
D. They had to go somewhere else.
Mr. Stewart appears to bg honest. But I don’t think we can trust him.
Yes, Mr. Stewart is not what he looks like.
What does the woman think of Mr. Stewart? (8)
A. He is honest. ' B. He looks honest.
C. He looks dishonest. D. He is lazy.
How are they getting on with their research?
In spite of their contimiq:d failures, they still keep on trying for a good
result. ' _
Q: What do yop know abeout the two speakers and their research? )
A. They tried and failed at last.
B. They’ve got a good result.

S

C. They’ve made great progress despite their failures.
D. They are still trying.

Essential College English 3
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4.

Look at the monkeys running around on the rocks. They are so lovely.
Yes, their environment seems to suit them very well. Let’s go over and
see the panda now.

Where are the man and the woman? )
A. In a museum. B. In a theatre.
C. At an exhibition. " D. In a zoo.

All the courses are quite new to me and I don’t know which one to choose
for this semester.

What about music and art courses? They are certainly more interesting
than any other pure science courses.

What does the woman suggest? ©
A. Taking pure science courses. B. Taking all interesting courses.
C. Taking music and art courses. D. Choosing the same courses.

I'll bring you some magazines tomorrow. Is there anything special you’d
like to eat?

No, I don’t feel like reading or eating, either. Would you have a look at
my mail box if you happen to come near the school?

What did the man ask the woman to do? ©
A. To get something for him to read.

B. To get something for him to eat.

C. To check if he had any letters.

D. To go to school.

Between the two houées we saw today, which one do you prefer?

I think the white one is prettier, but the brick one has a bigger yérd, 50
I like it better.

Which house does the man like better? ‘ (8)
A. The white one. B. The brick one.
C. The prettier one. D. The one with a smaller yard.

How can we get home? It’s so late and the buses and subways have all stopped
running.

It looks as though we have no choice but to call a taxi.

How will the couple get home? | (8)




A. By subway. B. By taxi.
C. By bus. D. In their own car.
9. W: Do you always have weather like this in April?

M: Generally, it is much drier than this. I cannot remember us having such
cool and wet days.

Q: What can you infer about the April weather in normal conditions? - (8)
A. Cooler and drier. B. Warmer and drier.
C. Cooler and rainier. D. Warmer and rainier.

10. W: When is your class over in the afternoon?
M: It’s supposed to end at 4:30 but the teacher never lets us out on time.
Q: What does the man say about his class? (8)
- A. There are 30 students.

B. The class lasts longer than it is supposed to.
C. The time has changed.
D. The teacher has never thought of the time.

iZP @E}? ?w@gg Parking Space

I. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

regulations M bark (%) ™ I,
resident ER garbage — Hif
trash disposal room 113 B 4t

=1 1l. Listen to the following dialogue and choose the best answer.

Tapescript

W: Excuse me, I'm new in this department building. Could I ask you about some
of the regulations here?
M: Yes, of course.

Essential College English S
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First, about parking. Is it OK to leave my car behind the building?

Sure. You will see some parking spaces there for residents.

And what about when I have guests?

Well, guests are not allowed to leave their cars in the back. They have to park
in the guest parking area in the front. :

I see. And are there any rules about house pets?. Am I allowed to have a dog,
-for instance?
M: Cats are allowed, but I'm afraid dogs aren’t permitted. You see, they make a
mess all over the place and they bark at night, so the residents decided against

g

them.
I understand. Now what about the garbage?
Garbage has to be taken to the trash disposal room. There is one on each floor

< Z

next to the elevator.
All right. And do I have to use those special plastic bags for-the garbage?
No, that’s not necessary. You can use the paper bags you get from the super-

market.
W: Thank you.
M: You are welcome.

Questions:
1. Why did the woman ask the man about some of the regulations there?  (A)
A. Because she had just moved to the department Building. -
B. Because she wanted to write a report on them.
C. Because she was interested in them,
D. Because she wanted to park her car.

2. Where are the residents allowed to park their cars? )
A. In front of the bujlding. - B. At the corner of the building.
C. Behind the building. D. Opposite the building.

3. What kind of house pet is permitted in the building? h (@
A. Dogs. B. Birds.
C. Cats. D. Snakes.

4. Where does garbage have to be taken? )



A. To the first floor. B. To the elevator.
C. Outside of the building.. D. To the trash disposal room.

=1 |Il. Listen to the dialogue again and complete the following sentences.

1. The woman wants to know some of the regulations.

2. Behind the building there are some parking spaces for residents.
3. The reason why the residents decided against dogs is that they make a mess all

over the place and bark at ni

4. Instead of plastic bags you can use the paper bags you get from the supermarket.

IV. Discuss why people should obey some regulations when they live together.
Open-ended.

?@&}ﬂ? ?@@a L_:? Customs Differ Among Different

People

’9“95“90’ One Individualism

I Study the following words and expressions before listening.

j individualism /M&_ . destiny #i5
| accommodate 8 child-rearing HEEFH

Rl

T

=l ll. Listen to the passage and choose the best answers to the questions that follow.

r— Tapescript . : N

The most important thing to understand about Americans is probably their
devotion to “individualism”. They have been trained since very early in their lives
to consider themselves as separate individuals who are responsible for their own
situations in life and their own destinies. ,

You can see individualism in the way Americans treat their chiidren. Even

Essential College English 7
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very young children are given opportunities to make their own choices and express
their opinions. A parent will ask a one-year-old child what color balloon she wants,
which candy bar she would prefer, or whether she wants to sit next to mommy or
daddy. The child’s preference will normally be accommodated.

Some American child-rearing magazines state that the parents’ objective in

raising a child is to create a responsible, self-reliarit individual who, by the age of
18 or so, is ready to move out of the parent’s house and make his or her own way
in life. Americans take this advice very seriously, so much so that a person beyond
the age of about 20 who is still living at home with his or her parents may be

thought of as being unable to lead a normal, independent life.

Questions:
1. What is probably the most important thing to understand about Americans?
(8

A. Their sense of time. -
B. Their devotion to individualism.
C. Their emphasis on responsibilities.
D. Their attention to freedom.

2. What can you say about the way Americans treat their children? >)
A. Their children are separated from their parents when they are very young.
B. Their children’s opinions cannot be expressed without permission.
C. Their children’s opportunities to make their choices will be denied.
D. Their children’s preference will normally be satisfied.

3. Generally speaking, what does a child do by the age of 18 or so according
to the passage? ©)
A. He travels all over the world.
B. He is going to take over his parents' business.
C. He is ready to lead an independent life.
D. He is thinking about going to a university.

4. What do people think of an adult who is still living at his parents’ home? (2)
A. As very kind to his parents.
B. As unable to lead a normal, independent life.



C. As very clever.
D. As very responsible for his situations.

= Il Listen to the passage again and write down T for true or F for false to each

statement you hear.

(T) 1. Asvery small children, Americans are trained to think themselves responsible
for their own destinies.

(F) 2. Parents don’t give a one-year-old child a chance to make his own choice.

(T) 3. American parents’ objective in bringing up a chikd is to create a responsible,
self-reliant individual.

(F) 4. From this passage we can infer that American parer\lts are indifferent to their
children.

IV. Give the main idea of this passage.
Suggested Key:
How Americans have devoted themselves to individualism.

PInssage wo Briberies and Gifts

Study the following words and expressions before listening.

St SR

I

| brivery W s punishable 34 5

| law enforcement agent  hiE A R supervisor B & R :
ZWW%WW%W’ e S B

B e o

=1 1. Listen to the passage and choose the right answer to each question you hear.

— Tapescript - ‘ ~

In the United States, it is customary to exchange gifts on special occasions
with family members, friends, relatives, teachers, colleagues, and other associates.
But offering gifts to any law enforcement agent (policeman, state trooper, etc.),
politicians, government employees, or other public employees as gifts for favors is
considered a serious crime (known as bribery) in the United States and is punishable

Essential College English 9
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by law.
Some newcomers come from countries where it is acceptable to give gifts to
somebody in authority in return for a favor. But in the United States, one should

never offer any public official a gift for doing something for one, nor should one
offer to do a favor in return for help received. Obviously, bribery takes place in the
United States, but even so, it is considered illegal. :

It is acceptable to give small gifts of appreciation to people one pays for services
or who have already rendered services to one without pay (but who are not public
officials). Christmas is d good time to do this. For instance, school children often
give their teachers small gifts at Christmas time, and employers and employees
often exchange gifts. Sometimes only the employers or supervisors will give gifts
to their staff members without expecting gifts in return.

Questions:
1. What is customary in the United States according to the passage? (D)
A. To exchange gifts with poﬁceﬁxén and teachers.
B. To offer gifts to government employees and relatives.
C. To offer gifts to judges and lawyers in return for a favor.
D. To exchange gifts with family members, friends and colleagues.
2. What is considered a serious crime-in the US? )
A. Giving a tip to a waiter for more food.
B. Exchanging gifts with teachers for a favor.
C. Giving gifts to somebody in authority in return for a favor.
D. Offering gifts to prisoners.
3. What kind of crime does one commit if he offers gifts to some public officials in

return for a favor? @)
A. Theft. B. Robbery.
C. Bribery. D. Cheating.

4. What do employers sometimes do according to the passage? (3)
A. They order their employees to give them some gifts. '
B. They offer free food to their staff members.
C. They exchange gifts with their employees.
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