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Abstract

The theme under study is at once old and new, it is of signifi-
cance and highly complex at the same time. By way of thorough and
in — depth study on the history of the discipline concerned and analysis

of primary documentation, the following new understandings obtain:

1.1t can be established that “qie/4]]” versus “fan/Jz” originally
referred to two reciprocal activities: “qie” meant “to cut”
whereas “fan” ( literally “revert”) meant to restore the original
shape (by combining the cut up pieces). Both “gqieyin/ Y] &~
(literally “to cut sound” ) and “qieyun/ Y& (literally “to cut
rime” ) originally referred to cutting up a syllable and later ac-
quired the derived meaning of “syllable analysis”, while “fany-
in/XE” and “fanyw/ 7 5&” originally referred to merging two

different syllables (in a certain way) into one distinct syllable.

2. Tt can be established that the view expressed by Shen Kuo/ Wi
and Zheng Qiao/ER#E that the study of “qieyun” had been im-
ported from the West was for a long time a widely held hypothesis
and is well attested in the academic history of China. It was only
from the Ming dynasty onwards that different views regarding the
hypothesis flourished, some doubting or negative, others support-
ing or positive, and yet others compromising. This historical
swing away from the old hypothesis can be attributed to the lack

of understanding of Siddham linguistics on the part of Chinese



