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1. Do We Owe Anyfhing to Future Generation?
_BRERHLE?

Pre-neading guestions:
1. What should we leave to the future generations?
2. Why must we be responsible for the future generations?

1 "We are made wise not by the recollections of our past but by the responsibility for our future,” wrote George
Bernard Shaw. This responsibility may be clear to us when we think in terms of our lives and the lives of our children.
But there are other generations to come. Do we owe them anything?

2 We have inherited a world of relative abundance, one where we can still for the most part meet our needs. We
can be thankful for the wisdom of our forebears, who evidently took their responsibility for the future seriously. Yet,
imagine a world without the amazing diversity of species from which we now benefit, a world without decent soil
to farm, air to breathe, or water to drink. Such a world is one that any generation could inherit if its predecessors did
not find wisdom in its responsibility to the future.

3 What we are today depends to a great extent upon how we have been formed by the generations that have
preceded us. When we look to future generations, our position toward them is analogues to the position of past
generations toward us. We are the data out of which the future will be formed. What we are and do today will limit
or create their options, and in this way we profoundly help to shape their destiny'. What kind of world we leave to
the future is essentially a question of moral responsibility.

This responsibility involves four key issues:
Population size.

Conservation of nonrenewable resources’.
Diversity of the gene pool.’
Environmental quality.

4 In recent years, the rate of population increase has slowed, so today many countries are already approaching
zero population growth. Population forecasts for the future have been revised downward because fewer people
born now means fewer reproducing a generation from now.

5 Because each generation has the unique power to bequeath life to the next, each generation determines who
will be members of the next. The choices we make constitute our first moral responsibility. Do we act wrongly
when we fail to bring into existence persons whom we would reasonably expect to lead happy lives and contribute
to the happiness of others? Would this imply that a potentially unhappy person has no right to exist? Are rights, then,
simply a function of happiness?

Hotes:

1. We profoundly help to shape their destiny: ftLf/ 1856 iE:R & K& A0
2. conservation of nonrenewable resources: 1RIFRESFAIEEEO TR
3. diversity of the gene pool: 1% £ FH &5 2 #1:

To be continued on page 4 i



Compretension
L. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions:
1.The author suggests that our relation to future generation is
A. a question of moral responsibility.
B. based on what we have inherited from our forefathers.
C. a question of wisdom.
2. Our forefathers left us
A. relatively rich resources. B. limited resources. C. a moral problem.
3. Future generations will be essentially the same as we are because they will
A. also live in a world with decent soil, and clean water and air.
B. have the same basic needs and seek for the same basic rights.
C. still pollute the environment.
4. According to the author, in the future there will be
A. a rapid population growth.
B. a rapid population growth in the developed countries.
C. a very slow population growth.
5. In order to leave adequate resources to future generations
A. we must make some sacrifice.
B. we must create a highly technological society.
C. we must raise our moral criteria.
6. As an ideal conductor, optical fibers are made to replace
A. petroleum. B. silver. C. copper.
7. Genes are recombined in the reproductive process
A. to keep the variety of plants and animals.
B. to raise the animal and plants production.
C. to preserve the top-quality plants and animals.
8. Which is implied in paragraph 9?
A. Our individual survival is more important than our survival as a species.

B. Our survival as a species is more important than our individual survival.

C. Genes are most important for one's survival.




6 Do we have any responsibility to limit the size of future generations? If so, with what criteria do we so

decide? Obviously, population policie's raise a host of complex moral questions.

7 Resources are another area of ethical concern. We know that many nonrenewable resources we

consider vital to the maintenance of Western civilization, such as petroleum, silver, zinc, and tin, are in short
supply and will soon be exhausted at present rates of usage. Thus, a responsible policy toward future generations
might require sacrifices in our present standard of living. Or can we assume that by creating a highly technological
society we will leave future generations the requisite knowledge to find substitute materials among the more abun-
dant products of the earth? For example, copper, once thought to be the ideal conductor* for electrical communica-
tions system, is now being replaced by optical fibers® made from the very common substance silicon®.
8 Closely related to this issue is that of preserving an adequate gene pool. The inherited characteristics of every
living organism, from bacterium to baby, are transmitted via a unique set of genes. Diversity in plants and animals is
preserved by the recombination of genes in the reproductive process’. So, the more genes in the "pool" to be chosen
from, the more variety possible.
9 When certain varieties of plants or animals are driven to extinction each year, the whole set of genes are lost
forever. Many plants and animals are driven to extinction each year. And because we want to raise only top-quality
strains® of plants and breeding animals (i.e., those with the largest yields and the most disease resistance), some
varieties are permitted to disappear. Their genes cease to be part of the gene pool despite the loss to future research
possibilities. Both diversity and quality are important to future generations. But how are they weighed against each
other?
10  The fourth question about environmental quality for future generations is directly related to our pollution
concerns. These extend from impurities in water and air to the protection of the ozone layer® and the safe disposal
of nuclear wastes. If we have any responsibility to future generation, we must at least be obliged to leave them air
to breathe, water to drink, and soil to farm.
11 But we must decide what proportion of our wealth ought to be diverted to the task of safeguarding these
elements. Must we bear the expense of cleaning up the mess bequeathed to us by past generation, or can we simply
do our best not to increase the burden on the future? In short, if the task of preserving environmental quality

requires the sacrifice of our present life-style, are we morally obliged to make the adjustment?

Hotes:

4. conductor: a substance that readily acts as a path for electricity, heat, etc.: S

5. optical fiber: k&f¢t

6. silicon: a simple chemical substance %t

7. Diversity inplants and animals ... in the reproductive process: #£ /& =& i 42 P iR iF R R BABLE S KRIRITSH
e BRI

8. strain: a breed or type of plant or animal #+2& , &b ¥+

9. ozone layer: & & &

To be continued on page 6 i



I Find the sentences in the text where the following ideas are expressed:
1. Relatively speaking, our forefathers have left us sufficient things.
2. What the future will be like will basically depend on us.
3. We will greatly determine the fate of the future generations.
4. Today population almost stops growing in many countries.
5. Would this means that a person possibly dissatisfied is not entitled to survive?
6. If we are to be responsible for the future generations, we need to give up our present level of life.
7. Enough supply of genes has quite a lot to do with this matter.
8. Each year many plants and animals are forced to die out.
9. Should we undertake the task to get rid of the disorder we inherited from our predecessors?

10. Do we feel it is morally necessary to change (our present life-style) to meet the demands?

Vocabulary
Ul. Choose the one which has the closest meaning with the word underlined in each of the following sentences:
1. We can be thankful for the wisdom of our forebears, ... .

A. grandfathers B. ancestors C. grandparents

2. And because we want to raise only top-quality strains of plants and breeding animals.

A. tunes B. features C. types

3. When we look to future generations, our position toward them is analogues to the position of past genera-
tions toward us.
A. alike B. close C. identical

4. Must we bear the expense of cleaning up the mess bequeathed to us by past generation.
A. support B. show C. keep in mind

5. Because each generation has the unique power to bequeath life to the next, each generation determines who
will be members of the next.
A. offer B. send C. pass on

IV. Find antonyms for the following words in the paragraphs  given:

1. foolish (€D 2. poor (@3]
3. follow 3) 4. different 3)
5. simplicity 3) 6. short @)

To be continued on page 7/ i

Forward



2. Back on the Road
ARI<BLC

1. How are the dirt bikes seriously damaging the environment?

2. How do they affect the wild life and animals?
3. According to the author; what should be done to solve the problem?

1 There are many aspects of this society for which most Americans can be thankful. In spite of recessions'
and rising unemployment, one of these positive aspects of American life is that millions of our citizens are able to
spend time and money on recreation on a scale that is unique in history. This ability had given rise to a mushrooming
industry which produces thousands of two, three, four, six, and eight wheeled vehicles designed specially for use in
areas where there are no roads. From tiny, child sized motorcycle, to house cars created from the resurrected
carcasses? of old military vehicles, every weekend and holiday finds them careening across the deserts and hills of
California. They do not care about the incalculable damage done to nature by their uncurtailed® use of such noisy
crushers of bushes.

2 Fifteen years ago, I visited Red Rock Canyon, and was impressed by the grandeur and solitude of the place,
and marveled at the heartiness and the few plants that were able to survive the desolateness and the extremes of
temperature that came with the various seasons. Five months ago, I paid another visit to that same area. I arrived
during the twilight and promptly went to sleep. When I arose with the dawn, the early sun cast its rays on a
landscape devoid of greenery and crisscrossed* with the tracks of tires. It was about five o'clock in the morning
when the sound of a dirt bike, or off-road motorcycle, assaulted my ears. I have always been fond of the sunrise
over a cold desert landscape, accompanied by the strains of Tchaikovesky's 1812 Overture’, or the Russian Easter
Overture®, coursing through my mind, but somehow that wonderful effect was lost in the drone of a gas-burning
motorcycle engines. The four-wheel drive vehicles were, because of their size and cumbersomeness’, restricted to
the roads and relatively flat areas, whereas the dirt bikes infested® every area. Wherever we went, dirt bikes were
present, and the tracks of their tires were everywhere, even across the broken remains of the last few bushes.

3 The Red Rock Canyon was a state park. Erosion has been extensive in the last two years. "Even there was some
hope of controlling damage from vehicles in the future," a ranger® said to us, " the Red Rock Canyon's natural
development has been permanently altered and the ecological balance would probably never be restored.” The Red
Rock Canyon is in the Mojave Desert. I contend that the balance of nature in a desert is particularly fragile'®. The

Hotes:

1. recession:lack of activity K &=, #% 2. carcass:the decaying remains of something 3% &%
3. uncurtail: not reduce or limit & P& 4. crisscross: network of lines 4= B 2

5. Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture: (T K& & T 1812 U TEaYAT R b

6. the Russian Easter Overture: % @ B &7 5 db

7. cumbersomeness: a state of heavy and awkward £ &

8. infest: cause trouble to by being present in large numbers 3&3# 33k

9. ranger: a forest guard ###k 5 10. fragile: weak, easy to be attacked & 5545

To be continued on page & i



L. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions:

1.

1

The introduction of this essay flows on until the end of the paragraph.

A. aserious note B. a cheerful note C. a grim fact

Paragraph 2 tells that

A. dirt bikes are seriously damaging the envu‘onment

B. dirt bikes are severely destroying our natural resources.

C. dirt bikes are killing more and more wildlife.

Which of the following statements is not true?

A. The four-wheel vehicles and dirt bikes have more negative aspects than positive one.

B. The rapid growing industry of the off-road vehicles is the product of people’s greater demand of recreation.
C. Most Americans can be thankful for the recession, for they have more time to entertain themselves.

Fifteen years ago the Red Rock Canyon was a place.

A. noisy and beautiful B. beautiful and desolate  C. grand and erosive

. The author gives specific evidence in paragraph 2 to support his thesis by using

A. contrast and comparison. B. cause and effect. C. classification and division.
____ made the author deeply absorbed in Tchaikovesky's 1812 Overture.

A. The sound of the gas-burning motorcycle engines

B. The sunrise over a cold desert landscape

C. The sunrise together with the vvigorous bikers

In the last paragraph the author sums up if the ecological threat is handled inadequately.

A. the consequences  B. the problems  C. the promising future

Complete the following sentences according to the passage:

1
2

4. In paragraph 6 the author shifts from the problem to the

. More and more people are indulged in

To preserve the ecological balance the government should
The San Bernardino Mountains had been before the motor cyclists assaulted it. But now it is filled
with

which have done great damage to the environment.

The main idea of this passage is




T

bushes that grow there, and hold the earth down during the frequent flash floods, can endure many types of
weather, but not the brutal smash of a motorcycle wheel. Larger vehicles must be confined to certain areas, but
the extreme mobility which gives motorcycles their popularity makes them hard to control, and, therefore,
much more dangerous. In addition to that, they are noisier and have proven their capability of scaring animal life
from any area in which they are frequently used.
4 For twelve years my father has owned a cabin in the San Bernardino Mountains, near Big Bear Lake. Until
about five years ago we enjoyed feeding deer, squirrels, raccoons, and birds that approached the cabin from the
national forest, whose border is directly behind the cabin. These years we have seen and heard dirt bikes behind the
cabin, winter and summer, snow and sunshine. We have also seen, during that time, fewer and fewer, and now, no
animals. The only animal in the area now is the neighbor's dog, Spooky, and the dogs of the motorcyclists, with
whom Spooky plays. The forest seems devoid of animal life for about five miles behind the cabin.
5 Not only have the animals ceased to frequent the areas where the bikers go, but in the clouds of dust, mud,
and noise that they raise, most of the smaller plants have died. During the last spring vacation, my wife and I lived
in the cabin to work on our term papers. It was difficult to concentrate with the constant racket of small engines in
the background, but just as annoying was the stink'! of exhausted fumes which made the once fragrant pines smell
like dung on a windless summer day. Now when any of our family uses the cabin we take bags, usually able to fill
them with beer and soda cans, candy wrappers, and cigarette butts. Litter'2 in the area was almost nonexistent
before the cyclists came. It is evident that the decrease in animals and plants and the increase in litter dropping has
been in direct proportion to the increased incidence of motorcycles riding in the area. Anyone can see the places
where broken bushes and plants lie in the paths of motorcycle tire marks.
6 As an enthusiast of foot travel, I enjoy almost unrestricted use of California's unpopulated lands. Equality of
opportunity is supposed to be one of the privilege enjoyed by Americans. Unfortunately many individuals abuse that
privilege, and one of the things they do is misusing and defiling'? the natural features of the landscape with their
recreational vehicles. They have shown emphatically that they are incapable of enjoying the beauty in nature. It is
unfair to deprive people of their privilege, so the state should severely curtail and even prohibit the use of the dirt
bikes in natural protectorates.
£ Protective measures should be taken. It is clear that many hundreds of square miles in California will be
altered and damaged possibly with complete destruction of local plant and animal life. With the use of these vehicles
increasing constantly, it will not take long for the destruction of the natural areas. The deserts of North Africa still
bear the marks of tires and tracks put down by the early bikers. Is California to experience such damage? If so it will
be an even greater loss, for California has much more to lose than North Africa did. If action is not taken soon, the
wide usage of these vehicle will turn many of our natural lovely areas into scarred places of bare desolation which
no one will enjoy except, perhaps the off road vehicle enthusiasts, whose only concern seems to be the piloting of
his vehicle'* along any surface other than a conventional road.

11. stink: unpleasant smell & &&5= % 12. litter: things thrown away 4%
13. defile: make dirty 535 , &A% 14. pilot of his vehicles: #53% fth. &4 % 4w

To be continued on page 10 i



Hlll. Choose the one which has the closest meaning with the underlined word in
each of the following sentences:

1. This ability had given rise to a mushrooming industry.

V. Find antonyms for the following words in the paragraphs given:

I

3.
o
7.

- From tiny, child sized motorcycle, to house cars created from the resurrected carcasses of old military

. The four-wheel drive vehicles were, because of their size and cumbersomeness. restricted to the roads and

. ...Whereas the dirt bikes infested every area.

- They are noisier and have proven their capability of scaring animal life from any area in which they are

. The forest seems devoid of animal life for about five miles behind the cabin.

. ...one of the things they do is misusing and defiling the natural features of the landscape with their

. The wide usage of these vehicle will turn maﬁy of our natural lovely areas into scarred places of bare

continued from p3@57 g
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A. rapidly growing B. widely spreading
C. quickly developing

vehicles, ...

A. brought back to use B. alive C. restored

relatively flat areas.

A. ugliness B. clumsiness C. hugeness

A. flooded B. attacked C. polluted

frequently used.

A. hurting B. damaging C. frightening

A. short of B. empty C. rich

recreational vehicles.

A. damaging B . threatening C. contaminating

desolation.

A. marked with damages B. wounded C. hurt

prosperity (1) _ 2. restricted (1)
temporarily 3) . 4. stability (3)
seldom (3) 6. distract (5)
stink (5) 8. covered (5)

To be continued on page M
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