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writer brief introduction

Zhang Shoutao is the host of Yabaotang.
His ancestral home is in Huangxian
County Shandong Province, Later, his family
moved to Tangchan City of Hebei Province He
was born in Beijing in 1945_ In his childhood,
he studied landscape painting under Mr Hu
Peiheng, a well-known painter, and fIdwers
and birds under Mr Hou Jiming, another
well-known painter, Later, he came to
study the History of Fine Ares in the Central
Acadenry of Art. Mr Zhang is new vice—
chairman of Beijing Chinese Painting Research
society and deputy director of Hongkong
Oriental Art Research Institute, His biography
has been accepted into the Dictionary of
Contemporary Chinese Painters and
calligraphers The Dictionaty of Chinese
Artists, who's  who and Biographies of

Chinese Artists,
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Preface

Mr. Zhang shoutao was born into an
intellectual family in the ancient cultural
city of Beijing. As a painter, he frist studied
under well—knoun painters Hu Peiheng and
Hou Jiming. This has given him imperceptible
influence and has made him enjoy exceptional
adoantages in theknowledfe of traditional
Chinese cultcne alLater on hecame to stucy
the history of fine arts in the Central
Academy of Art. In addition to his speciality
he made a study in western art and painted
from life with greasepaint and watercolor
He has touched upon many fields of the
fine arts and has made great attainments in
landscape painting, flowers and birds, figwre
painting and bronze and stone tablet
inscriptions He is also well versed in writing
poetry and compositions. Through his
landscape paintings, read realism As Mr zhang
has been sent to do manual labor in the
countryside and has lived there for a long
time, the cottages in his pictures turn out
to be so lovelg and comfortable that they
are quite inviting to the sense of the viewers,
The Lijiang Ruver and Zhang Jiajie scenic
spots he paints are also masterpieces of

realism, They appear so vivid and hatural.
He has inberited the fraditional way of
Chinese painting when doing figure paintings
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with light and natural touches, he brings
before his viewers the figures of Buddhism
and Taoism and the stories of Zhuangzi,
leading them into a romantic world beyond
the mortal, According to him, he makes
these simple artistic creations to entertain
himself, But as far as | know, he has a
distincrive habit of painting. Whenever he

has got a new theme, he almost always
makes a prose—like outline and gives the
theme and his way of creation repeated
study and thinking before he picks up his
brush and finishes the painting before be
picks up his brush and finishes the painting
in one goHe seldom makes galley proof or
charcoal drawings.| think this is because
he has been much influenced by Gu kaizhi,
a well-known painter from the Jin
Dynasty with many people and has always
admired the serious cteatire attitude of Gu
kaizhi When he paints the story of Zhuangzi
Watching Fish and the Melody of pipa, he
breaks away from the old way of depiction
and blazes a new trail for making the
creation lovely and true—to—life bringing forth
the artistic conceptions of the stories as
they are in hes our way,

Our mind is complet and our aesthetic
sense changes with the everchanging
world The ideology of Buddhism and Taoism
is a treasure in the ideological treasure
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house of mankind The late Chairman Mao
zedong has quoted much from it in his
poetry Through the history,people have tried
to explain complex phenomena with it. Today,
many artists still pursue this ideological
levdl in their paintigs, In our years of
opening up and reform Mr Zhang has given
it both realistic and reform Mr.Zhang has
given it both realistic and romantic
presentations Congratulations on the
publication of his collection of figure
paintings .
Qet, 1897
Dai Yi

(The author is professor in the Department
of Greaspaint Centrac Academy of Art and
Deputy Director of the culture and Art Speciac
Committee under Senior Professor’ s

Assocation of China,)
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