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Abstract (English)

ABSTRACT

The textile industry is a traditional pillar industry for both Korea’ s and
China’s economy. The textile industries in both countries hold the pivotal status
in the world. The Korean textile industry especially has the more and more
obvious influence on the world market. This thesis will compare the
competitiveness in the textile industry between Korea and China, in which we
will investigate textile firms from the two countries. The thesis will use Porter’s
Diamond Model to illuminate the differences of competitive strategy in the textile
industry between the two countries, the origin of the differences, and the
different influences on the competitiveness.

The empirical results suggest that the competitiveness of both enterprise and
industry depend on a firm’s internal factors, the firm’s internal factors obviously
influence productivity in the two countries, and internal resources include the
firm’s resources and firm strategies, and organizational structure. The external
environment of the firm includes demand markets, related supporting industries,
and the role of government. The external factors only influence competitiveness,
but they can not determine it. Particularly government supporting in China is
much higher than that in Korea. Nevertheless, in measurement, the industry
competitiveness between the two countries is not statistically significant
different, the main reason is that the difference of the firm internal factors is not
very big. Another reason is that the two countries are classified into different
groups according to the results of the cluster analysis from prior research; Korea
is classified into the intermediary — medium group, while China is in the
intermediary —large group. A nation’s competitiveness is more meaning{ul when
it is assessed among nations with similar characteristics competing in similar
industries because competitiveness implies a relative position among competitors
in the same competitive group (Cho, Moon & Kim, 2008).

The results of this empirical research are useful to businessman in the two
countries. It suggests that the external environment factors of firm’s always

change, but the important focus is on the enterprises’ internal factors, which
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include a firm’ s resources, organizational structure, and its improvement in
order to achieve high productivity. Through employment training high
productivity of Korean textile firms can be reached. In addition, through the
education of employees with regard to computer and internet usage related
information can be obtained to positively influence productivity in China.
Another internal factor is organizational structures; if the firm takes advantage of
cooperation among workers, the firm’ s organizational efficiency (e. g.
information transfer speed) can exceed its competitors, and the firm workers will
have a better understanding of the company’s management, thereby complying
with management policy. Thus, this firm can achieve high productivity. The
results suggest that the government gave less support to the exporting of textile
industry because it is relatively useless for improvement of competitiveness.
Among the industries the government can serve as a guide and coordinator to
preserve traditional formats, style and characteristics, and to enhance research
and development abilities to develop competitiveness based on the technology.

Key Words: Competitiveness of textile industry, Competitive advantage,
Modified Double Diamond Model (MDDM)
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Chapter 1
=== [ntroduction

Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the Study

The textile industry is a traditional pillar industry for China’s economy. For
many years, it has played an important role in increasing job opportunities,
pushing on urbanization, raising the people’ s living standard and promoting
social and economic development. While the textile industry is making great
achievements, it is also facing great challenges. The textile industry is the
largest manufacturing industry in China. It has about 24, 000 enterprises and
employs about 8 million workers. In 2002, the value of its total output was 152
billion US dollars. China is the largest clothing producer in the world and has the
largest production capacity for textile mill products consisting of cotton,
manmade fibers and silk. Since the 1980’ s, China has developed rapidly in
international textile trading and has become a significant export country in this
field. The Chinese textile industry plays an important role in earning of foreign
money and contributing greatly to the development of the Chinese economy. In
2004, China achieved good trade performance with a total export and import
value of Chinese textile and apparel at 111, 97 billion US dollars. Also the trade
volume contributed to 9. 7% of the country’s total trade of goods. In 2004,
China successfully participated in textile trade, with the total value of import and
export surpassing 100 billion US dollars, 1. 7 times greater than that in the year
2000. The value of import only increased 20% from that of 2000, which was not
a big change (China Chamber of Commerce for Import & Export of Textiles,
CCCT, 2005).

Figure 1-1 shows amount of import and export of Chinese textile products
from 1990 to 2007.



