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unit 1

Raising Cultural Awareness

Introdution

1. Quotations

1. That American culture arises from the interplay of two great sets of forces—the
Old World and the New. The Old World projected into the New a rich,
complex, and contradictory set of habits, forces, practices, values, and
presuppositions;and the New World accepted, modified, or rejected these or
fused them with inventions of its own. '

—Howard Mumford Jones, Harvard Professor and US writer

2. Culture hides much more than it reveals, and strangely enough what it hides, it
hides more effectively from its own participants. Years of study have convinced
me that the real job is not to understand foreign culture but to understand
our own.

—Edward T. Hall, American anthropologist and cross-cultural

researcher

3. In small societies children learn by imitating their parents, relatives and neighbors.
In our huge society we use our mass entertainments to instruct our children on how
they should express their emotions and what values they should have.

—Margaret Mead, American cultural anthropologist

* ] o
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II. Key Points to Consider
1. What is meant by the term “culture” ?
2. What cultural symbols can you think of in both Chinese and American cultures?
What do you know about them?
3. What are the characteristics of culture?

Warming up

Word Bank—Build Your Vocabulary
Work with your group members and come up with as many words or phrases about

culture as possible.

art The Spring Festival tea culture
religion Christmas coffee culture

Brainstorm and Interview

Task 1. Brainstorm
Brainstorm and contribute your ideas to the topic: symbols associated with American/

Chinese culture.

* D e



Unit 1 | Raising Cultural Awareness

Task 2. Doing a survey
Interview at least 3 students in your class about the following cultural behaviors, ‘then

give a report on the topic: What we do and what we don’t do in Chinese culture.

©© N Y AW

10.
1%
12.
13%
14.
15:

One can smoke around other people in public places if he/she wants to.
It is OK to ask people,young or old, male or female, how old they are.
People always arrive on time when they are invited to a party.
It is OK for one to blow his/her nose in public.
It is OK for one to chew gum while talking to others.
It is OK to call someone who is older by his/her first name.
One should always bargain before buying anything.
It is OK for people to ask how much money their friends and acquaintances make.
When friends and families have dinner out together, it is OK for one to pay his/her
own share of the check only. ‘
It is OK for people to drop by a friend’s house without calling first.
People often hug and kiss friends on the cheeks when they meet.
Teenagers are permitted to go out on dates by their parents.
It is common for young people to live with their parents after they get married.
It is OK for college students to ask their parents for pocket money.

One can always talk and laugh loudly with friends while dining in a restaurant.

Task 3: Topics you might choose for your presentation or further thinking

1:

Do you think that children in Chinese culture and American culture are more alike
than adults in these two cultures? Please defend your answer.
Do you agree to Edward T. Hall’s opinion that culture “hides more effectively from

its own participants” ? Why or why not?

- What aspects of American culture do you know the best?

4. What aspects of Chinese culture have contributed greatly to making you who

you are?

- Can panda be considered as a symbol of Chinese culture? Why or why not? Please

*® 3 e
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defend your idea with the quoted definitions of culture given in this unit.

6. What aspects of American culture are the most difficult for you to understand?

7. What aspects of Chinese culture, in your opinion, are the most difficult for an
American to understand?

8. Why is the knowledge of American culture a valuable component of English-

learning ?

Background Information

Section A -

What is Culture (I) and Some Information
About American Culture

What is culture ( I )?

1. Culture is hard to define mostly because this concept is large and inclusive. It
involves almost everything we need to know in a society.

2. Many anthropologists and behavioral scientists in the world have tried to define
culture. Hundreds of definitions have been giveﬁ to culture and they have been
formulated from different perspectives.

3. According to Edward B. Tyler (1871), the pioneer English anthropologist, culture
is “that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals,
custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of
society. ” This is the first time the term was used in this way.

4. To the Dutch researcher Geert Hofstede, “Culture is the collective programming of
the mind which distinguishes the members of one category of people from another. ”

5. Damen claims that culture is “the learned and shared human patterns or models for
living ; day-to-day living patterns. These patterns and models pervade all aspects of

human social interaction. Culture is mankind’s primary adaptive mechanism. ”

* 4 e



6.

Unit 1 ‘ Raising Cultural Awareness

Hall, an important researcher into culture (1966 ) says “culture [is] those deep,
common, unstated experiences which members of a given culture share, which they
communicate without knowing, and which form the backdrop against which all other
events are judged. ”

In his book Beyond Culture which was published in 1977, Hall further claims that
“culture is the total accumulation of beliefs, customs, values, behaviors,
institutions and communication patterns that are shared, learned and passed down

through the generations in an identifiable group of people. ”

About American culture

14

American culture is rich and complex. European cultures, especially British culture,

have a great influence on the development of the American culture.

- As the United States is a nation of immigrants, one of the most important

characteristics of its culture is pluralism. Native Americans, the early Spanish
settlers, European colonists, black slaves and all the other immigrants from all over
the world contribufe greatly to the cultural diversity in the United States. As a
result, American culture demonstrates great varieties in its values, beliefs and

customs, etc.

- American culture is also rooted deeply in the process of its nation-building. The

dominant American culture has grown out of America’s earliest history.

Some people see America as a “melting pot” and people of various races and ethnic
groups are combined into one culture. Others believe America is a “salad bowl” and
people from different cultures maintain their own cultural traditions and the diverse

American culture comes into being.

. Religious diversity is an important part of cultural diversity in the United States.

Today about 80 percent of Americans are Christians and the other six percent believe
in religions such as Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism. There are still ten
percent of Americans who claim themselves as non-religious. Of all the religions in
America, protestant faith has had the strongest influence on the forming of American

culture. Some protestant principles such as hardworking,  self-discipline, self-

* 5 e
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improvement, material success and humanitarianism are central values in American
culture.

Many children of immigrants grew up bicultural in the history of America. More
often than not, these children, after they grew up and became parents, did not pass
on their cultures and their children were usually American by culture. Now,
however, more and more immigrants try to maintain their own cultural traditions.

Section B.

What is Culture ( I ) and Some Information
About Chinese Culture :

What is culture ( II ) ?

1.

The recent decades have seen the popularity of the word “culture”, which is
translated into “3CfL” in Chinese. We often hear people use words like “ 25 4k” A
SHEICAE”, Ak 3eR”, AR AL and “A:BE AL, etc. Many people
assume that everyone kngws what the word “culture” or “ 34k” means. But when
it comes to the definition of culture, people find that the word can be defined in
many different ways.

- People can mean different things when they use the word “culture” (“3C4k”). In

fact, there are hundreds of definitions of culture. Chinese, too, have tried to define
the word “3C4k” at different times in history. It is said the word “3C4k” appeared
in China more than two thousand years ago.

- In Ben of Zhou Yi(Jil % + %) , there are lines which say“ W7 K 3¢, LAZZHT S ; 0

P AL, UMERK F " This might be the first time the Chinese started to use the
word “3C4L”, but at that time “ 3" and “4k” were not used as one word.

. Liu Xiang (XIJ5]) from Han Dynasty used the word “3C4k” in his book Zhi Wu of

Shuo Yuan(Uist - $§1). He wrote “ LIz X, N AR ; Rk, KRG
Ak "

. When explaining the sentence “M-FK3C, LAZEHIZS ; WF ASC, LILETF.” a

quote from Zhou Yi( J& %) ,Kong Yingda (fLFiik) from Tang Dynasty claimed
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that: “ & AW AL, WRFHALARZIE”
Gu Yanwu (JiiiZR ®;) also states in his book Daily knowledge Records( H %1% ) that
“BEMEZETFTREXT, HIZNER, RZAES, ZEXH.”

About Chinese culture

1.

Chinese culture is one of the most ancient cultures in the world. It is rich, unique

and elegant.

. “Pluralism” is a major characteristic of Chinese culture, which has shown great

tolerance to different cultures. It is, in itself, a mixture of many different cultures,

including those of ethnic groups and foreign cultures.

. The following three cultures, the Eastern Yi culture ( <38 34k ), the Western Xia

culture (P45 4k ) and the Southern Man culture ( 5§25 3C4k) , are said to have
great influence on forming the ancient Chinese culture.

Chinese culture is the only one in the history of the world that has developed
continuously for thousands of years. It has gradually evolved into a stable and
independent system that is quite different from western cultures.

. Agriculture plays a very important role in the development of Chinese culture. The

Yellow River Valley has been the most important birthplace of the ancient Chinese

civilization for a long period of time.

».The rélatively enclosed geographical surroundings and the rich natural resources

enabled ancient China to develop its unique culture independently without much
influence of foreign ones.

. Chinese culture is extremely rich in its spiritual and behavioral culture. Besides,

there are different styles of regional culture, which greatly enrich Chinese culture.
With the development of China, Chinese culture has attracted the attention of many
people all over the world.

. Chinese culture, like all the other ones in the world, is changing. Before the mid-

1900’s, the traditional Chinese culture was more prominent. But now, a more
modern Chinese culture is developing. It is a combination of the traditional and

modern elements.
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