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Preface

Read Chinese Everyday is a series of textbooks with an emphasis on improving students’
reading skill. This set of books is topic-based, one unit per week. From Monday to Friday, we
select five articles for a week with increasing difficulty, including the texts, new vocabulary
and important language points related to the topics. We also designed a unit review to
summarize and reinforce students’ understanding.

In order to enhance students’ learning initiative, texts were selected from daily life, contemporary
China and the Chinese way of thinking. This not only helps foreign students to study the
language, but also learn more about Chinese society and culture. The compilation and design
of the books are with diverse texts such as narrative, and argumentative writing. We not only pay
attention to the genre of the texts but also the design of the exercises. ‘

Read Chinese Everyday series consists of four volumes, including elementary, sub-intermediate,
intermediate and advanced articles, which are for students learning Chinese as a second language in
China or abroad, and for use as an extensive reading class, supplementary, or self-study materials.

Elementary

Designed for students with elementary reading ability. The objective is to master simple
sentences and learn 500 Chinese characters within 12 weeks. It involves daily life, social and
other communication activities. The main purpose is to enable students to understand people’ s daily
life in contemporary China.

Sub-Intermediate
Designed for students with basic reading skills. The objective is to master Chinese, complex
sentences, special sentences, and learn 1000 Chinese characters within 12 weeks. It involves

life, study, transportation, work, travelling and other communication activities.

Intermediate

Designed for students with general reading skills. The objective is to master more than
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1,500 Chinese characters and have a good knowledge of Chinese grammar within 12 weeks.
It involves family, media, customs, social and cultural aspects of more complex cultural
background, such as marital problems, education, legal issues, agriculture, industry and
technology.

Advanced

Designed for students with good reading skills. The objective is to master more than
2,500 Chinese characters, and allow students to use complex sentence patterns and read
abstract texts within 12 weeks. It involves social culture, art and literature, politics,
economics and other more complex content, such as China’s architectural, ethnic, artistic and
scientific development.

In each volume of the Read Chinese Everyday series:

1. Texts: The texts are topic-centered and provide students with communication. We conducted
a “needs analysis” of the learners who will use these books and we selected texts according to
their interests. In short, lively and interesting articles are taken mainly from the latest newspapers,
magazines and network. The social and cultural context in contemporary China is highlighted.
The difficulty of each passage is rated by the amount of new words and the complexity of
language points—the more stars the more difficult. Reading time is suggested, based on the
length and difficulty of the article.

2. Tips: At the end of each text, there are several sentences describing some text-related
cultural knowledge to help the learners understand the text.

3. New words: We list the main words at the end of each article with pinyin and the
English definition. This allows learners to expand their vocabulary.

4. Important language points: The language points are clarified by clear and concise language,
less concepts and terminology, more examples are provided. They are brief and readable, with
English translation.

5. Exercises: There are exercises after each text, designed at different levels, including many
interesting games.

6. Unit review: there is a unit review at the end of each unit (each week). It includes the
following components:

( 1) Vocabulary review: main vocabulary ane listed, designed to help learners fully grasp
the usage of the term.

( 2 ) Fun weekend: There are diverse exercises in each unit, such as guessing riddles,
brainteasers, interesting character games and so on. The main purpose is to enable students to
enjoy learning Chinese.

( 3 ) Easy time: The jokes are related to the unit topic, help students understand some
Chinese customs and culture in a relaxed way.

( 4 ) Where have you ever seen: It provides learners with real photos with characters
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related to the unit topic. Through the photographs, studenté not only learn the language, but
also understand modern society in China. This is indeed very useful for foreign learners.

This material can be used for teaching Chinese as a second language. According to the
students, teachers can select articles as intensive reading in each unit (week), and the rest as
extensive reading. The texts can also be directly used as extensive reading materials, requiring
students to read them within a certain time for improving their reading speed, expand vocabulary,
and further understand China. It can also be used as self-learning materials. If the students can
read Chinese everyday, their Chinese can surely be improved.
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- WrREEEMNOR T, PEMEBRECSESH
i 3000 ZFHIAET

1.8 (%) méiyll  plum rains

2.8 (%) xun a period of ten days

3.3 (%) shidu humidity

4. 5B (F) faméi  to go mouldy; to become mildewed
5.%% (B) yanré  (of weather) scorching; burning hot




e Changijiang the Yangtze

=i} Taiwan Taiwan

HZ Ribén Japan

BE Hanguo South Korea

SIFa Jidngndn South of the River—a region in the lower Changjiang

(Yangtze) valley, including southern Jiangsu and Anhui
and northern Zhejiang.

e =s Hudazhong The central part of China, generally including Henan,
Hubei and Hunan
1E£E Hudnan The southern part of China, including Guangdong,

Guangxi Hainan, Hong Kong and Macao

o to sustain; to last
(1) EwFk, FRGZFHFEL .
(2) HBEAOLEHE THILK,
(3 )EA BT B e ERHLS B

i#RA  becalled

(1) HEAFesRARROARAEE,

(2) AANA eHEFE S LR 69 % R AR A ZF X
(3) it , Aide s f 4k A AR

_ {é" $5—45 Exercises

1 ERBIF , R E R R

According to the examples, play word by word games
40 - 2 iE——ia (R —— (R —— AR —&=

1. RN

2. R

3. &%
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Kb B FE 4 #9448 £ (provincial capital) , ZE#I G
BHER. KPHXEEYSKE17.2°C, XM
A RHBK, FRABCK LB

1. &% (zh)  fabu to issue; to release

2. K [a (38)  féngxidng wind direction

3. RA (%) féngli wind-force

4, BN NE (&)  zZiwaixian ultraviolet ray

5. 55 (%) fushe radiation

6. RE (#h) baolu to expose; to reveal; to lay bare

7. BR (%) liang to dry in the air; to air; to hang out

8. ABXEXE (A&) wanliwlylin  cloudless in the sky

&H VA Proper. names

Kb Changsha Provincial capital of Hunan province

\\Q/ 2—= Grammar

. all one can
(1) $hZXFFEILK,

(2) BAZRAIAANA

(3) BEBBERRZTHRZTHER,

b indicate place, scope or time
(1) X452 A% T 1899 4,

(2) REREROTH LT,

(3) DERL FABRE,
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Combine the following components into a single word
S H - + ()

= S B( ) j p—
Ho3( ) B}

- — o O,
25 ) H e B ()

m s
@ ISk ok EENENTE):2.5 940 . 247

MREILFRENFET

RIS K, A A AT , oF A R4 2T, RE R — 17 REALBR M
P dbmto e FRALRE B4 7 Tl BRI K '

AR, AR R E TR X AR Y o

AR R EFT . ‘

SRR K BRMRR, REBWRE, F EEBREHEREBGRE
MR B2 E IR ABEYE, LE A BB S8 IR R 5 B, X B 58
TR GEY .

JEE IR K B A HR R B B2 4L M, BRI B R /N AR
TRTILRACHBE, EILFOBCR EERIR, REMFRIE . BohIXA
I, 25 S5 B e, DL 53 T I o

(BB RAHE)

&R, o [ R 7 b T B AR 22 UK, B O ELBEBR , LT BB o
HR o E ACHR S o 75 #8 A, R R R, A ARG X T R B
BZ, Faduh X TR .

L. ERHER  OR) hdo bu yéuyu without the least hesitation
2. K9 (8])  dique really




B UEDZy,

.EE  (B) zhanldan azure blue

4.3%91  (#®) gingié cordial; kind; genial
5. §d (%) pU to pave; to lay

6. % (®) mingjing clear and bright
7.9EF (%) shiyé field of vision

g F—=8 Grammar

X HFPE OLH R o

To affirm a particular situation.

(1) Xy mAEFE,

(2) AAMAEFGHILE LTS T,
(3) B XA &, KA IR E 3%,

timat the appearance
(1) AEXRAR, LEREZRS .

(2) He#T Koy B EA ELEFS,

(3) to A E LRI MR FREZZ L K?

e d
Wﬁ-—ﬁ Exercises

RIFIRLAE, FIBTIEIR

Decide whether the following statements are true(\/) or false( x ) according to
the text

1 AR BCR , BT AR B IE

2. FE bR, BRIES T RECR

3. B ERAFEREIKH KR EFEZE

4. JERRKK B PG LE N GEAR RARET IR -

5. JEATHIRK R AR AL Rz BBz 2 - F-o

6. F R C I ) B i B ]

{Tnursday” S * * * « RWEE:3HE FM.271

FERMITABNERLI?

BEREMABHMEITIREGUE? A AR
—MUERF RN LE TR, BB R Y FE R TNFRZE. I F
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—RERAK _AMWEZHH , IEFAEHFENRER¥ENAZH. B
LU“SERVERRERBITR , FHFARFE& R LB

B _FRASRRUE. RERAWEFEX, ZHEIEA A=A ,HEIEA
SRR, A MR E”, = A MR . X ST SRR

FH=MUlERARERENE - WREL AKX HFYIRRERE
10°CLL L, AR 2L B B — RAE N EFHI IR

Hh [ 45+ 3T , B b BT B FEHT |, LI SUR PR R R E EA R K
B REARE

(KBmaTERAM)

&5, =2 HauE P E-5 BE 3 TR —
Fh 1 ¥ (lifa, calendar) , it AY BA [ (yinli
lunar calendar) ., —%EH +_/1H., FY

RRTFE, RPEEEENERETH,
— AN BIIE A +REEA R

1.37%F (&)  lichan the Beginning of Spring

W R jieqi sola term or period

3.EEBE (B) yangli gregorian calendar-

4. RHE (&) néngli lunar calendar

5.4 (%) zhong the second month of a season

6. 5%¥ (&)  qixiangxué meteorology

7. %5 (&) lianxu continuously; successively; in a row

gt (&8) ingtt - territory

9. #M (&) redai Torrid zone

10. ®H# (%)  handai Frigid Zone

g~ 8—F Grammar

g continuous
(1) XK\#ELETT=ZR=4,
(2) HERT —AAARETTUKRET
EFEVSEE IS T0E SIS X S EE 2.




