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Note to Teachers

The pieces selected in each book are in approximate order of difficulty. They are not
necessarily in chronological order. Before the selections of each new composer, there is a
shortbiographical sketch of that composer. In addition, many include a pictorial represen-
tation, as well.

BookOne............... late primary-level and early elementary-level pieces
BooOkKTwo .. ... harder elementary pieces
BookThree........................... medium-level or intermediate pieces
BookFour ........ ... .. ... il moderately difficult pieces
BookFive ... ... difficult pieces
Book Six . ..oo o very difficult pieces
BookSeven ......... ... ... ool musically advanced sonatas
BookEight.................. .. ... ..., musically advanced longer pieces
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Johann Sebastian Bach
(March 21, 1685 — July 28, 1750)

The great Johann Sebastian Bach was born in German Eisenach. His brother became
his teacher when his parents died when he was 10. Though so young, he longed each day
for songs more difficult to play. These songs his brother did forbid and from Johann his
music hid! But through the cupboard’s latticed door Bach reached the tempting music
score. And every moonlit night he wrote the precious copy note by note. Very secretly he
learned and played, and then his brother was quite dismayed! But master of the fugue
became, which won for him immortal fame. And though at last he lost his sight, his faith
in God made darkness light.
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Invention in F major
(No. 8 from “Two-Part Inventions”)
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Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach

(March 8, 1714 — December 14, 1788)

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach was the third son of Johann Sebastian Bach and became
cembalist at the famous Court of Frederick the Great, serving until 1764, when the Seven
Years’ War put an end to the King’s musical hobby. He then went to Hamburg, succeeding
Telemann as director of church music there. C. P. E. Bach wrote 210 clavier pieces, including
sonatas and 52 concertos with orchestral accompaniments.
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