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Liao Junqging and the Thirteen Ming Tombs
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Summary

In the 5th year of the Yongle’ s (Zhu Di) reign (1407), in the Ming Dynasty,
Emperor Yongle’ s wife, the empress Xu Shi, died of disease in Nanjing. The
Director of the Board of Rites, Zhao Hong, and a Fengshui geomancer from Jiangxi,
Liao Junging, received an imperial decree to find a burial ground in the outskirts of
Beijing. After all kinds of trials and tribulations, an auspicious site, the Yellow Earth
Mountain, situated in Changping District and in line with the Fengshui principles
was eventually chosen. Emperor Yongle came in person to examine this propitious
site and pronounced it be very satisfactory. He issued an imperial edict renaming the
Yellow Earth Mountain as the Heavenly Longevity Mountain, and ordered an imperial
tomb to be built at the foot of the mountain. This is how the Changling Tomb, the

earliest of the Thirteen Ming Tombs, came to be.
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At the foot of the Heavenly Longevity Mountain in the north part of Changping District in
Beijing, there lies a group of grand imperial tombs_from the Ming Dynasty, known as “The
Thirteen Ming Tombs” . Because the traditional Chinese geomantic theories of Fengshui were employed
by the ancient intellectuals when selecting the tomb site, each tomb complex is well situated in a beautiful

environment surrounded by mountains, ringed by rivers, shielded from the bitter winds and pervaded by

the flow of Qi .
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1 Qiis a core concept of Chinese Fengshui, it is believed to be the vital energy for every life. —Tr.
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From Emperor Yongle (Zhu Di) to Emperor Chongzhen, 13 emperors of the Ming Dynasty were buried
in the Thirteen Ming Tombs. Out of the 13 tombs, the Changling Tomb was the first to be built, following

a rigorous site-selection process. This is where the third Ming emperor, Emperor Yongle (Zhu Di) and his

empress (Xu Shi) rested in peace.
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Emperor Yongle, Zhu Di, was the fourth son of the ' founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu
Yuanzhang. He had been earfier conferred the title of the Prince of Yan and was designated to quard
Beiping, present-day Beijing. After Zhu Yuanzhang’ s death in the 31st year of Hongwu (1398), his
eldest grandson, Zhu Yunwen, ascended the throne, because the Crown Prince, Zhu Biao, had died

earfier. In the 4th year of Jianwen (1402), Zhu Di ousted his nephew by force and proclaimed himself the
Ming emperor in Nanjing.
KEBFRE, RHHAEEFATENENNILT. hEEHEE, EFIF, 5

BRUAERILR, RTBERR=1T—4F (1398) £itt, EANERFHRIFFERFE, FFUEXTD
RASAAET B, B (1402), KESRAFB, BEFHETE, ERERKN.






In the 2nd year of his reign, Zhu Di adopted a new reign title of Yongle, and was known as Emperor
Yongle from then on. In the 7th lunar month of the 5th year of Yongle (1407), Empress Xu died from illness.
She was the daughter of Xu Da, the Duke of the State of Wei and one of the > founding fathers of the Ming
Dynasty. Xu was the only empress of Zhu Di who never remarried. After the empress’ s death, Zhu
Di issued a royal edict ordering the Director of the Board of Rites, Zhao Hong, to select an ideal burial site

_for the empress.
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The search_for the empress’ tomb site was by no means an easy job. The chosen site must be perfect
according to the laws of Fengshui, because in the future Emperor Yongle would one day be buried in the
same site. In ancient China, people irrespective of their social status, _from the imperial family to common
citizens, all firmly believed in Fengshui. Zhao Hong spent days racking his brain to come up with a
solution, and finally got an idea after consulting a large number of ancient Fengshui books.
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