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Jim wants to go to study in America, but he hasn’t decided which university he would

go to. He needs his uncle’s help.
U: Uncle Joe J: Jim

J:  Morning, Uncle Joe. Would you mind sparing me some minutes? I want to have a
talk with you.

U: Sure, what’s up?

J:  Here’s the thing. As you know, I want to go to further study in America, but I'm
not sure yet which university I shall go to. Could you share with me your studying
experience in America?

U: Well, I'm rather glad that you turn to me for help. I studied at Northeastern
University, which was located in Boston. A beautiful city. I cherish the good times.
Tell me what you want to know.

J: I know that Boston is famous as a
college town. So besides studying
in classroom, what are the main
activities the town offers for students?

U: Well, that’s very interesting. Students
take part in all kinds of activities. You
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know the Red Sox®? It’s the Boston’s baseball team. In the fall, students can watch
it play at Fenway Park. People love it very much. Once the Red Sox even won the
World Series®.

Oh, I know people in America love baseball.

You’re right. Besides baseball, rowing is also very popular. The lovely Charles
River is in Boston. Many college and university rowing teams also practice on the
Charles, and all the city’s students watch the world’s biggest boat race, Head of the
Charles Regatta® every year in October.

Did you watch it when you were there?

Of course. How could I miss the fantastic game? Speaking of Charles River,
students can bike, rollerblade®, or run on the beautiful winding path next to the
river. It’s very relaxing.

I like riding. Life is so interesting there.

And we have more. Students also eat at the city’s famous seafood restaurants or go
shopping. Boston also has wonderful art museumns and the Boston public library.
At night, students can dance at the popular clubs and bars.

Anything more?

Well, Students also play Frisbee in the city’s largest park, the Boston Commons®. The
Boston Commons has a large pond. In the winter, lots of young people go ice skating.
Uncle Joe, your life in Boston was so colourful. I heard that Boston was a walking
city, and people could go everywhere on foot or on the subway. Is that true?
Walking city is one of Boston’s nicknames®. A combination of small, safe
neighbourhoods and an effective public transportation system has made Boston the
friendliest walker city in the country. Besides, people could avoid endless traffic jams®.
I see. You mentioned one of the nicknames. Does Boston have other nicknames?
I’m sure you know the name “the Athens of America”.

Yeah, because there are so many colleges and universities in Boston.

©
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And the city is also known as Bean Town. The city gets the label not because it
is fMlourished® with beans, but because of an Indian dishes, which is no longer
popular in the area and restaurants rarely serve it as a speciality®.

Uncle Joe, you are such an expert on Boston.

Anyway I have lived in Boston for four years. I got familiar with the city in a
natural way. Do you have anything more to know?

Thanks, Uncle Joe. I think I’ve known many things about the activities in Boston.

You’re welcome. If you need more help, just don’t hesitate to contact me. Wish you
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n So besides studying in classroom, what are the main activities the town offers for students?
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W, KRBGEHEE—HF,
(2) besides fESrlfEITINS, R L 24N, B AN 2.
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E The city gets the label not because it is flourished with beans, but because of an
Indian dishes.

flourish 7] 1} lyin] Fil 4 i fdi H
CO AR RFAARE, W FR (%) B, S5, (RS ) B, g,
» This type of plant flourishes in hot countries.
WA AT E R AR R A,
» Art flourished in that period.
AL R+ o%R
(2) flourish {’F&%@lﬂ@ﬂdﬂi, N CEEET, R, SR 2.

» He flourished his clenched fist at her.
ANELELS S LR -
» The scholar never flourished his knowledge.
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(3) flourish fEMIAERIRS, AIKiA “ROR”, “fEEIROIAS" AR,
» Her speech was full of flourish.
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ﬂ If you need other help, just don’t hesitate to contact me.

(1) don’t hesitate 7EAI'T ik “ANERE, REFHR IR WwEm, PRt i AJE# B
» Don’t hesitate to turn to us if you are in difficulty.

REAF B, g RENFT,
(2) FBf don’t hesitate th Al /R “BEME” “BAKE” =&,

» Early biographers didn't hesitate to make up an admirable story or two about their hero.
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In the 2008 College Destinations Index®, a recent nationwide rating of higher-educa-

tion destinations, one major city stood out from all the rest. It ranked number one in essen-

@ index n. f5%, %9




tially every category® —academic environment, cultural and social resources, quality of life,

and professional opportunities. That city was Boston, a place where all the right elements
converge to offer a world-class education.

Boston’s reputation as “the Athens of America” derives in large part from the teaching
and research activities of more than 100 colleges and universities, with more than 250,000
students attending college in Boston and Cambridge® alone.

Within the city, Boston University, one of the most influential universities in the world,
maintains a campus along the Charles River® on Commonwealth Avenue and its medical
campus in the South End. Northeastern University, another large private university, is located in
the Fenway area, and is particularly known for its Business and Health Science schools and co-
operative education program. Boston is also home to several conservatories® and art schools,
including Massachusetts College of Art, and the New England Conservatory of Music.

Several major national universities located outside
Boston have a major presence in the city. Harvard Uni-
versity, the nation’s oldest, is located across the Charles
River in Cambridge. The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), which originated in Boston and was
long known as “Boston Tech”, moved across the river to
Cambridge in 1916.

Imagine: fuelled® discussions in coffee shops and

visits to the theatre and major-league® sporting events,

seminars at nearby colleges, internships® at architecture
firms, or movie studios. More than ever before, a Boston educational experience extends far
beyond the classroom. College is a time to explore the world, and college in Boston gives
cvery student the opportunity to explore in a safe and accessible environment.

No wonder people from all over the world come here to live and to learn. This exhila-
rating diversity is easy to see in the assorted shops and restaurants of Boston’s many varied
neighbourhoods, not to mention the international mix of students. Here, eight percent of stu-

dents are from a different country.

category n. R, jink
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Boston perfectly epitomizes® the best-kept secret of the college-search process: you're

not just picking a college; you’re shopping for a way of life.
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Catherine is reading a book about Jacqueline® and her contributions to the White

House. Her deep interest draws Jim’s attention.

J: Jim C: Catherine

Hi, Catherine, what are you reading?

Hi, Jim. It’s a book about Jacqueline. She
is the wife of President Kennedy. I was just
reading about her contributions to the White
House.

Mrs. Kennedy’s contribution to the White
House? [ know the White House has a unique®
and fascinating history. It survived a fire at the
hands of the British in 1814 and another fire
in the West Wing in 1929. As to Jacqueline,
I know she was a rather influential lady. What did she do during her days in the
White House?

Lots of things. Jacqueline was rather dismayed when she visited the White House
before she moved in. She found the rooms were furnished® with undistinguished
pieces that she felt lacked a sense of history.
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