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Introduction

Samuel Richardsen was born in Derbyshire in 1689, the son
of a London joiner. He became apprentice to a printer in 1707
having had very little formal education. Thirteen years later he set
up his own business as a stationer and printer and became one
of the leading figures in the London trade. He was married twice
and had twelve children. ‘

His literary career began when two beoksellers, Rivington
and Osborn, asked him to compile a volume of model letters to
assist the semi-literate in letter writing. The project fascinated
him and a small sequence of letters from a young girl in service,
asking her father’s advice when threatened by her master’s
advances, developed into Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded (1740-1741)
The book was a huge success and became something of a cult novel.
By May 1741 it reached a feurth edition and was dramatised in
Italy by Goldoni, as well as in England. Richardson’s writings
brought him great personal acclaim and his masterpiece, Clarissa, or
the History of a Young Lady, one of the greatest European novels,
was published in 1747-1748. Samuel Richardson died in 1761.

The inspiration of letting Pamela tell her own narrative in a
series of letters was revolutionary. Pamela is the first important
English heroine to actually work for a living and speak in such
a countrified manner. She openly rebels against the social attitude
that, whereas middle and upper-class girls were expected to be

chaste, young girls of Pamela’s class were not expected to set such

value on themselves or to make such a fuss about giving up their
virginity to arich lord. Through Pamela’s rebellion against this code
of conduct, Richardson attacks society with its assumptions about
class, property and authority. Dealing with matters as serious as the

] o perversion of sex into power, Pamela
is also a highly-charged often comic
love story about two young, often ign-
orant and immature, but superbly
human people.
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Volume One

P amela Andrews is a young girl who was taken into service by a
wealthy lady, at a very young age, and educated above her station.
When the lady dies, Pamela writes to her parents to tell them that
the son, Mr B. has agreed to keep her, and that he has given her
four guineas, found in his mother’s pocket at her death. Pamela is
happy to maintain her position and thankful for her new master’s
kindness. However dfter some time the young master shows signs of
having dishonourable intentions towards her and insists on reading a
private letter to her parents. She sends the four guineas to her father, -
and asks him for advice. He writes back immediately...

Letter 1l

Er father in answer.

My dear Child,

Your letter was indeed a great trouble and some comfort to me.
We are troubled to be sure for your good lady’s death, for she took
such care of you, and gave you learning, and such clothes and linen
that a gentlewoman should not be ashamed to appear in. But our fear
is that you should be brought to anything dishonest or wicked, by
being so set above yourself. Everybody says what a genteel girl you

have become, and when I saw you last, I saw how very pretty you

|
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are. But what use is all this if you are to be ruined and undone? We
are, it is true, very poor, and find it hard enough to live; though once,

as you know, it was better with us. But we would sooner live in a
ditch than live better at the price of our dear child’s ruin.

I hope the good squire has no design. But as he was once a little
wildish, and he has given you so much money, speaks so kindly to
you, and tells you that he will be kind if you do as you should do,
we are very fearful for your virtue. And then you seem so full of
joy at his goodness, and so taken with his words, that our hearts ache
for you. Yes, my dear child, we fear you should be too grateful and
reward him with that jewel, ydur virtue, which no riches, nor favour,
nor anything in this life can make up to you.

" If you love us and wish for God’s blessing and your own future
happiness, we charge you to stand upon your guard, and if you find
the least thing that looks like a design upon your virtue, be sure
you leave everything behind you and come away to us. We accept
kindly your dutiful present, but, till we are out of our pain, we cannot
make use of it for fear we should partake of the price of our
daughter’s shame. So we have hidden it in a rag amongst the thatch
over the window, fof a while, in case we should be robbed.

With our blessings, and our hearty prayers for you, we remain

Your careful but loving Father and Mother,

John and Elizabeth Andrews.
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Letter 1l

I must say, ‘ my dear father, that your letter has filled me with trouble,
for it has made my heart fearful. And yet I hope I shall never find
my master to act unworthy of his character; for what could he get
by ruining such a poor creature as me? Be assured that I will never
do anything that will bring your grey hairs with sorrow to the grave,
for all though I have lived above myself for some time, I can be
content with rags and poverty. |

My master continues to be very kind to me and Mrs Jervis the
house-keeper too is very civil. I hope I shall always behave so as
to be respected by everyone. His sister, the Lady Davers, has been
in our house for a month and there is some talk of my going to
her. When she mentioned it to him, he answered that he would be
glad to have me so well provided for. Rejoice with me, my dear father
and mother, to see my master so willing to part with me. This shows
that he has nothing bad in his heart. But John, the coachman, is
just going éway, and so I have only to say that I am, and will always
be, :

Your honest and dutiful Daughter. ,

Pray use the money. You may do it now safely.

Le_tter I_V '

My dear Father and Mother,

John says it does his heart good to see you both, and to hear you
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talk: you are both so sensible and so honest that he always learns
something from you. It is a thousand pities he says, that such
worthy hearts should not have better luck in the world, and wonders
that you, my father, who are so well able to teach, succeeded no
better in the school you attempted to set up. But I am proud to
have such honest parents.

I hear nothing yet of going to Lady Davers, and I am very easy
here, for Mrs Jervis treats me as if I were her own daughter. ' She
always gives me good advice, and I love her, next to you, I think
best of anybody. She keeps such good rule and order and likes to
hear me read.

My master has been very kind and has given me a suit of my
late lady’s clothes, half a dozen of her shifts, six fine handker-
chiefs, and three of her cambric aprons. The clothes are of fine silk
and too rich for me. I wish it was no affront to him to sell them
and send the money to you. Do not be afraid, for he was with Mrs
Jervis when he gave the things to me and he gave her a great
many good things at the same time. As he gave them to me he
said: “These, Pamela, are for you. Have tllem made to fit you,
when your mourning is laid by, and wear them for your good mis-
tress’s sake. Mrs Jervis commends yﬁm conduct and I would have
you continue to behave as prudently as you always have done.”

I was so affected by his goodness that I could not tell what to
say. I curtsied to him and to Mrs Jervis for her good words and
said I hoped I might be deserving of his favour. Oh, what a won-

¥
gg
;

SO i

g;;;




Pamela

.l........l..‘...'.."‘...'...........“....

TR2EWEIE, FARE, MAKRIIHRE B aR% s — s
HE, P, HRITXRED RN K AZER F4% A B
CWESRTSRBN; hR—RNE—RBNE, F
TR LREIB 2R S, EASD—FPERHBRA R, HARRA
¥, BAXREENRE,

REBHWHEXEZRBFRARKGEMBE, HRER
BB, BARESAKRSRREA B LIL—8, i
BELRMEEE,; REM, RE, RTHENZS, REES
MAREM T, EEMEMA, thiE—RREHE
iE, BERILRSHL M,

REEA—EWNRBE; BEEREBRRAN—BERR, A
HEMRY . AERRFEEN=SERSEBRLAR, BEXR
RALFOZRAMEE, MREBAERT, RAME LN
BERAFLNRN, AFEXRBRLERM, BHRNFEHR
L, BREARXERBARNNRARET KA, A
FABEATHEZERTE, BEXLRTLROMBER.
VR, REEKMBAHEN, ERPLEEZEREERAD
REMRI—TFE, I THRSKFLHEEA, FEER, &
B AKRBANRE I, RUFBHGR— IR HER,”

REMBHBEFTTS, READERBEHAT, R
TTEEL, GEREHAKGIL, BREGHRO®E,; R
P, RAWBMLOEMEBEN, B, MTEE-HEA%P
REER XERRFBRBEFERADWER, BR—EIAN,

RWFREAR—MBTRENG L, A, BMIFEFBRERR




