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Preface

With the development of Sino-foreign trade, language
communication becomes more and more important. This
multimedia software is intended for Chinese learners in
English speaking countries.

This set of teaching material is compiled by Chinese
teaching experts. Applying the most advanced technology,
it combines together words, sounds, pictures, animations
and music. Learners can study while seeing, listening, spea-
king and writing, It provides a comprehensive and pleasant
studying environment.

Starting from phonetics, and progressing step by step,
it fits beginners for self-study, especially for those engaged
in business. It enables the learners to communicate in

Chinese in a short period of time.
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Chinese Pronunciation

The phonetic unit of Chinese pronunciation is the syll-
able, one syllable corresponds to one Chinese character. A
Chinese phonetic syllable is consisted of three parts:
initials, finals and tones. For example, ma, m is the initial,
a is the final, -is the tone. The corresponding character is
4% (mother).

1. Alphabet

Aa |Bb {Cc{Dd|Ee|Ff [GgiHh| 1i | Jj | Kk] LI |Mm
NniCo (Pp|Qqg| RriSs [Tt |Uu | Vv |Ww Xx 1Yy |Zz
2. Initials
t n
q X
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3. Finals
There are 35 finals in Chinese language.

a 0 e i u U

ai el ao ou

iao | 1u uaqi ui

ia ie Ue ua uo

an en | ian in uan un | dan | Un
ang | eng |iang | ing juang jueng | ong iong‘

4. Tones
In Chinese the variation of a syllable’s pitch may
distinguish the meaning, e.g. md&i * (to buy) and
ma ¥ (to sell). There are four tones in Chinese,

and they are expressed respectively by - -~

[ tone | | characteristics of |
tone mark examples
category the tones
. . zhdng
high level - stirtmg high and
eeping level (middle)
o | rising from middle| e
g to high T
(splendid)
falling and v falling first then V\E
rising rising (great)
e da
. . staring high and
falling falling abruptly | .. <
(big, huge)




ma ma ma ma
4 AR 5 &
mother hemp horse scold

5. Rules for Chinese Phonetics
(1) The final i after z, ¢, s or zh, ch, sh, r is not

pronounced as [i], instead, it should be pronou-
nced as -i[1] or -i[1].

For example, S1 @, shi 5, ri B . They sound
like the prolonged friction of the 1nitials, and the
voiceless sounds become voiced sounds. Please
pay attention to the pronunciation of | at these

Ccascs.

Practice the following pronunciation:

bi o]} mi di f1 ni
f v qr X1 zhi  chi
shy n zi cl S

(2) O When a final started with U is preceded by ],

g, X , the two dots above are dropped. That
is the U after |, g, x should not be pronoun-
ced as U but U instead.




EEXETE)

v qt XU
& # 4
sentence tune must

(2 The two dots above (; should be kept if it
followsn and|.

n{ I

S 2
female a surname

(8 When there is no initial before the final (j, we
add the quasi-initial y before and meanwhile

remove the dots.

uan—yudn  yudan yuan yuan
M 22! % pi
deep garden  far wish
u— vyu yu yu yu
S # & &
stasis  fish rain meet

(3) The finals in the form ofjy, ui and un are actually
iou, uei, uen. Please pay attention to their pro-

nunciations.
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nid shul hin
. ¥ K &
cow water faint

(4) When tone mark needs to be added above i, the
dot above should be removed.
pig] dixi bl sl
W&, J&. 48 247 F4 32
temper ins and outs proportion private-run

(5) When a syllable beginning with @, 0, € follows
another syllable, the dividing mark (’) should
be used.

X’ an
5%
Xi’an City

(6) When there is no initial before a compound final
started with i in a syllable, we change i into the
quasi-initial .

00—  ydo ydo y&o y&o
)i 2 # &4 %
waist shake Dbite want
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If there is no other finals, we need to add y

before |.

— v yi yT yi
— : VA %
one doubt with  easy

(7) When there is no initial before a final started with
u, and there is other final behind, ( needs to be
changed into .

uan—wan  wan wan wan
3 % B, v
bend finish late ten thousand

And if there is no other final behind, \ should be
added before (.
u— wa wu wl wu

& x A ]

house without five object

(8) The syllables standing for one phrase should be
grouped together in spelling.

shijie ditu
R Y
world map



A space is needed between two words.

xi yifu kan dianshi
7 RIR A WA
wash clothes watch TV

Capitalize the initial letter of a proper noun. If the
proper noun is made up of several words, all the
initial letters of these words should be capita-
lized.

Zhéngguo Hanyu Falankeéfu
NllEY & B2 A
China Chinese Frankfurt

In spelling people’s names, there should be a
space between the first name and the surname.
Capitalize the initial letters of both parts. No
dividing mark is required between the first
name and the surname of a foreigner’s name.

Deng Xidoping Fuldnkelin  Luosifu
®DF T LAk T Mr4E
Deng Xiaoping Franklin Roosevelt

6. Exercises on Phonetics

baba méiman fangfd pianpdng
TE % i ik (CES
daddy satisfactory ~ method radical
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ddodé tuantt

i f& &
moral group
gdigé kangkdi
rE 0 38
reform generous

xingxing zhénzhéng

H% AIE
image true
rongrén cangcu
tolerant haste
sousud anwen
search stable
shanshut
Ly K

mountain and water

niandi
4+ 43
milk

jigjué
S

solve

Zuizé

EH

crime

hai’ou

e B,

sea-gull

fang’ Qi

&5 5F

hinder

ligli
A

fluent

gidgido
]
accidentally

hudnghdn
5 &:3
dusk

chudchuan
BT

expose

angyang
F

high spirited




