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Preface

Dunhuang has a long history and brilliant culture, and it had developed 1o be a famous frontier town and a

well-known arts centre on the Silk Road since the greal emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty established  Dunhuang
Prefecture with the Yangguan Pass and Yumenguan Pass standing around it in 111 B.C.. Meeting this historical
opportunity, greal changes were taken place in Dunhuang where people lived a nomadic lives for hundreds of vears
in the past. Dunhuang has possessed outstanding celebrities and natural ereations since the ancient times, The
ancestors lived  here  one generation after another has made an arduous effort to build their homeplace and
attained great  achievements using their industries and intelligences.  The monk Le Zong was a pioncer who
began cutting the Mogao Grotloes and his greal action was strongly  surpported by local  people and after
thousands of years more than one  thousand  caves were opened.  There has remained a large arts storchouse with
492 caves. murals covering an area of over 45000 square metres, over 3000 painted statues and over 50000 ancient

articles uncovered in Cave 17 and they are rare and precious in the world for the large  scale  and  exqu

craftsmanship.

Historical ruins remain everywhere inside the territory of Dunhuang ecity.  There are hundreds of historical sites
passed down from the ancient times such as the Yangguan Pass, the Yumenguan Pass, the Great Wall of the Han
Dynasty, the White Horse Pagoda, the ancient town of Dunhuang, Fire Beacons and efc.. They all are the
historical testimonies solidified and cultural relics accumulated in the past, and have marked the past brilliance of
Dunhuang.

The unique natural landscapes including the Mingsha  Mountain, Yueyaquan Spring. Yadan Landforms are

created by the nature exquisitely and miraculously, and they have formed a delightful contrast with man-
made cultural views for a long time.

If we say that the man-made cultural views such as the Mogao Grottoes, the Yangguan Pass, the Yumenguan
Pass,  the Great Wall of Han Dynasty have testified the people’s intelligence of Dunhuang.  the  natural
landscapes of Mingsha Mountain,  the Yuyaquan Spring, the Yadan Landforms, Wowa Pool has been the
testimonies of creation by nature in Dunhuang. The combination of people’s intelligence and natural creation is
the source of Dunhuang’s brilliance which has produced a historical influence.

Today. people live in Dunhuang with abundant products and rich lives and the air is heavy with the aroma of
fresh water melons and fruits, and they have carried forward the industrious and intelligent trandition of the
ancestors and made an effort to build Dunhuang better in the future.

The opportunity of development comes continuely and the key pointis how to realize it and grasp it. Now
we have entered into a new millenniam and justly met the opportunity of developing the vast northwest
China by the state, and Dunhuang will reappeare its brilliance on the Silk Road before our eves during this rare
historical period with rich cultural accumulations and unique natural conditions.We will grasp the opportunity and
meel the challenge with a new appearance to develop the economy, enrich the culture and produce a new brilliance.

This picture album fully indicates the historical culture and people’s new appearance of Dunhuang

city with large amount of various pictures and briel explainations and mainly introduces the  natural sceneries

and historical sites to you for realizing the history.  enjoying the arts and appreciating the culture on the Silk
Road.
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Mogao  Grottoes

The Mogao Grottoes are located 25 kilometres  southeast of Dunhuang and western bank of
Daquanhe River. The caves are hewn in the steep eliffs for 1600 metres from south to north
with narrow corridor zigzaged along the cliff. Some of the caves have the timber structure and show
the superior skills of the ancient Chinese people which connected the Chinese traditional wooden
structure  with  grottoes building.  The well-known Jiucenlu building (nine-storey building) is the
example of wooden structure with its unique building feature.

The Mogao Grottoes were first dug in 366 A.D.. It is said that the first cave builder was a monk
named Le Zun and his action aroused the local people’s supports,  from then onthe project lasted
more than 1000 years through the Sixteen Regimes,Western Wei, Northern Wei, Sui, Tang, Five
Dynasties, Song, Western Xia. Yuan. The total number of grottoes is 492 in which there are over
2800 sculptures and 45000 squaremetres of murals. The Mogao Grottoes are the largest and most
well—protected  Buddhist arts grottoes in the world and was listed as a national key unit for cultural
relics conservation by the Council in 1961 and inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO.

The Mogao Grottoes are a splendid historical heritages and BSC is agreat book consisting of
varied contents.  They are the crystals of human intelligences and the common cultural relics of human
beings.  So anyone including both the Chinese and the foreigners who protected the grottoes arls

made a contribution and anvone who damaged them committed a erime.
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The Daguanhe River in front

of Mogaoku.

RS RAT O KR



5]

S

in the southern

.‘.h*“*#"r"#'ﬁ

The timber eaves of Mogaoku built in the Tang Dynasty
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