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BEIJING CHINA—A LAND OF BEAUTY
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Map showing

change of Beijing’s

city site From the

I0th century, Bei-

jing remained capi-
tal city for five suc-
cessive feudal dynas-
ties — the Liao,
Jin,  Yuan, Ming
and Qing.
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Sculpture of restored head of a
Shandingdongren (an Upper Cave Man)
Eighteen thousand years ago '‘Shandingdon-
gren'’ had evolved from '‘Peking men"
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Cave of “Peking men’ Found in a
hill near the Zhoukoudian district in Bei-
jing, where the world-famous ‘‘Peking men"’
made their homes half a million years ago.






BEIJING
——A Brief Historical Survey

Beijing, capital of China, is a political, economic and cul-
tural centre. Situated at the northern extremity of the North
China Plain, the city is shut in by mountains on the east, north
and west. More than one hundred kilometres to its southeast
stretches the Bohai Sea. The whole city covers an area of over
16,800 square kilometres, with a population of over 8 million.

As early as half a million years ago, it is discovered, “Peking
men’’ had been inhabiting the Zhoukoudian district in Beijing.
Tombs, ruins of ancient sites, and cultural objects dating from
the Neolithic Age have been excavated in the suburban coun-
‘ties of Mentougou and Changping. These excavations attest
the existence of man in these areas more than 10,000 years ago.
Peking had already become a link of communication between
south and north some 3,000 years ago, with small towns mush-
rooming around it. During 600—700 B. C. when Beijing
was made capital of the then Yan State, a fiefdlom during the
Western Zhou dynasty, the city was called Ji. At the beginning
of the 10th century, it became the Liao dynasty’s secondary
capital.  Since then it had been made capital by the feudal
rulers of four dynasties—the Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing.

A brilliant culture gradually came into being over the long
long centuries. Among cultural objects unearthed in Beijing
district are exquisite bronze ware, pottery and porcelain, gold
vessels and jade articles. Found to be made in different dynas-
ties starting from Shang and Zhou over 3,000 years ago, they
are of great historical value and high artistic achievement, In
Xiaoxitian (Lesser Western Paradise), Fangshan, there is a carved
stone path with a history of more than 1,000 years. In the
northern suburb there lies the world-famous Great Wall and
the Ming Tombs. Within the city bounds, there are the Im-
perial Palace built 500 years ago, the ancient architectural com-
plex of Tian Tan (the Temple of Heaven), and many other
gardens, monastries and temples—all noted for their scenic
beauties. There are also a number of museums, memorial
halls, scientific institutions, and literature and art organizations.

Since liberation, Beijing’s economy has been developing
vigorously. The total floor space of newly built houses is more
than three times as much as that of the old Beijing. The broad
Chang’an Street provides an expansive and uplifting view; many
new streets and avenues have been opened up for traffic; places
of historical interest and scenic beauty have been renovated—a
really thriving and prosperous sight! Under the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party, the people of Beijing are striving
for the modernization of our agriculture, industry, national
defence, and science and technology.
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Stela of Liao Thisstela, found in Da Jue Si (Tem-
ple of Enlightenment) northwest of Beijing, is a relic
dating from the [0th year during the reign of Emperor
‘Dao Zong of the Liao dynasty (i. e., 1074 A. D.)
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Remains of He Yi Men (Gate of Peace and Justice)
on the entrapping wall defending the capital during
the Yuan dynasty Beijing was made capital by the feudal
rulers of the Yuan dynasty (1279 A. D.— 1368 A.D.).
During that period it was an extremely beautiful city.
Shown here are remains of the ancient Yuan capital
excavated after Liberation.
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Lu Gou Bridge Built in the 29th year during the
reign of Emperor ‘Shi Zong of the Jin dynasty (i. e.
1189 A. D.), the bridge is noted for a number of exqui-
sitely carved stone lions.
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The Splendour of Morning Twilight The skies are
afire with rosy clouds. Our national emblem and the
colourful drawings on the gate tower of Tian An Men
are radiant in the first light of dawn.
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Tian An Men Square Space, grandeur and might Firework display on a festive night
characterize both the square and the buildings in it.







IMPOSING AND MAIJESTIC TIAN
AN MEN SQUARE

Tian An Men (literally Gate of Heavenly Peace) Square
used to be forbidden ground during the reigns of feudal emperors.

Tian An Men, front gate of the Forbidden City formerly
known as Cheng Tian Men (Gate for Receiving Heavenly Bliss),
was first built during the Yong Le years of the Ming dynasty
in the 15th century, and later refurbished in 1651 (i. e., the
8th year during the reign of Emperor Shi Zu of the Qing dynas-
ty). On the east and west flanks immediately before Tian An
Men there used to be two more gateways, both known as “San
Zuo Men.” Further south stretched the open land, the present-
day square.

It was in Tian An Men Square that sixty years ago the
May 4th Movement, well-known in Chinese history, broke out.
After liberation, the people’s government renovated Tian An
Men gate tower, dismantled one after another the East and West
San Zuo Men and Zhonghua Men to the south, and paved

the square with large concrete slabs. The square was thus
expanded in post-liberation years from its original eleven hec-
tares to the present-day forty hectares, an area large enough to
accommodate a rally of half a million.

The Monument to the People’s Heroes stands in the centre
of the square, which is flanked on the east by the spacious China’s
Historical Museum and the Museum of the Chinese Revolution,
and on the west by the magnificent Great Hall of the People.
Chairman Mao’s Memorial sits solemnly in the south.

On festive nights, Tian An Men would deck itself out with
palace lanterns and colourful bunting. The square would be
flooded with festive lights and with fireworks bursting kaleido-
scopically overhead, witnessing a scene of jubilee partaken by
people of all nationalities.

Tian An Men Square is a place looked up to with deep
respect by every Chinese. The song “I Love Tian An Men
in Beijing” has now become very popular with both Chinese

and overseas children.
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Chairman Mao Memorial Hall The
Chairman Mao Memorial Hall stands imposing and

stately.
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Their deeds shall be remembered till
the seas run dry Awed into a profound
meditation, people gaze up reverently at the
lofty Monument to the People’s Heroes.
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Great Hall of the People Approached by
flights of easy steps and surrounded by gigantic
marble columns, the hall looks splendid and sump-
tuous.
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. Taihe Dian (the Hall of Sup-
reme Harmony) This is linluan
Dian (the Hall of the Golden Throne)
which used to be the place for royal
audience and grand ceremonies. In the
glittering pageantry, the throne sits as a
symbol of purple power.
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Baohe Dian (the Hall of Preser-
ving Harmony) This is the place
of royal banquets until the reign of
Qianlong when it was made the site
of the highest official examination.
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Qianqging Gong (the Hall of Hea-
venly Purity) This is where the emperors of
the Ming dynasty used to live and conduct
the day-to-day affairs of state. The royal
residence was moved to Yangxin Dian ( the
Hall for Nursing the Heart ) after the Yong-
zheng years of the Qing dynasty. In this
hall, there is a plaque with the inscription
"8 I K" (Honesty and Integrity) which
opens into a secret vault where the names
of successors to the throne were kept.
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Dongnuan Chamber in Yangxin Dian
This is a room in the eastern wing of Yang-
xin Dian where there is a royal throne sep-
arated from a still greater throne behind
by a screen. It is here that Empress Dow-
ager Cixi carried out her regency, pop-
ularly known as the ‘‘behind-the-screen
hearing'".
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Dongnuan Chamber in Kunning
Gong This is the royal nuptial chamber
where the empress lived after marriage.
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Dongci Chamber in Chuxiu Palace
(the Palace for Storing Beauties) This is
the living quarters for the queen consort and
the royal concubines. Bedrooms are in the
east wing. Original decoration is preserved
here.
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‘Wanchun Pavilion (the Pavilion of Ten Thousand
Springs) of the Royal Garden Built in the Yongle years
of the Ming dynasty, it was renovated in the Jiajing years.
With multi-layered overhanging eaves and as much as
twelve gables, the pavilion housed the portrait of
Kuan Kong (Lord Kuan, an all-victorious general in the
years of the Three Kingdoms, Known for his integrity
and staunch loyalty to his friends and revered as one of
the household gods)
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Arrow scar on the plaque over Longzong Gate
The army of the peasant uprising from the outskirts of
Beijing, led by Lin Qing and his comrades, drove into
the royal palace in 1813. The scar on this gate plaque
was made by an arrowhead.

FIVE-HUNDRED YEAR OLD
PURPLE FORBIDDEN CITY

Situated at the heart of Beijing is the Purple Forbidden
City, covering an area of 720,000 square metres. Now the
Palace Museum, it used to be the imperial palace in the Ming
and Qing dynasties. Throughout the Forbidden City there
are over 9,000 halls and chambers with varying architectural
styles, surrounded by a 10-metre-high wall which in turn is
enclosed by a 52-metre-wide moat. The Forbidden City is fit-
ted out with elegant and exquisite towers on the four corners.
The general layout is neat and well-balanced.

In 1406 (i. e., the 4th year of the reign of Emperor Cheng
Zu of the Ming dynasty), 300,000 labourers, artisans and guards
were assigned to the job of construction, which took fifteen years
and was completed in 1420.

The palace architectural complex is divided into two sec-
tions, the front and the rear.

Three big halls, known as Taihe Dian (the Hall of Supreme
Harmony), Zhonghe Dian (the Hall of Complete Harmony)
and Baohe Dian (the Hall of Preserving Harmony), form the

heart of the front section. Taihe Dian, standing 35 metres in

height, is the most magnificent of the three. This is where
Jinluan Dian (the Emperor’s Audience Hall, otherwise known
as the Golden Throne Hall) used to be and grand royal ceremo-
nies and rites were held. To its east is Wenhua Dian (the
Hall of Literary Splendour) and to its west Wuying Dian (the
Hall of Military Eminence).

In the centre of the rear section of the Forbidden City,
likewise stand three halls—Qianqing Gong (the Hall of Heavenly
Purity), Jiaotai Dian (the Hall of Union) and Kunning Gong
(the Hall of Earthly Tranquility), flanked by six “Eastern Pal-
aces” and six “Western Palaces”. These were private royal
apartments where the emperor conducted day-to-day affairs of
state and where his empress, imperial concubines and family

members lived.
The Palace Museum boasts a rich collection of historical

and cultural relics and priceless objets d’art. Currently housed
in it are Exhibition of Ming and Qing Handicraft, Exhibition
of Pottery and Porcelain, Exhibition of Bronze Ware, Exhibi-
tion of Jewellery, an Art Gallery, and an exhibition reproducing
court life. It is a treasure house of China’s ancient culture
and art, admired by visitors from both home and abroad.




