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What is the purpose of this book?

How is this book organized?

This book helps readers recognize and eliminate common English errors made
by Chinese speakers of English. It is not a grammar book. It has more modest
goals. The authors hope that by going through examples, explanations, and
exercises, readers will be able to stop making some of the most common and
persistent English errors among Chinese speakers of English.

The errors are listed in an alphabetical order, as in a dictionary. When
alphabetizing the list, only the articles (a, an, the) were ignored; all other
words, including prepositions (of, on, etc.), were considered. However, when
the error was a fixed expression, the whole expression was taken into account,
including articles and prepositions.

The entries are made on actual errors, not the corresponding correct
expressions. The book is targeted at Chinese speakers of English, and
therefore, the authors do not assume that its users already know the correct
English expressions. (If you are an English teacher, the list may be
disorienting for you at first, but we hope that realizing its benefit for the target
students, you will overlook the inconvenience. )

The easiest way to locate an error is to search for it as you would search for a
word or a phrase in a dictionary. That failing, you should look for it in the
index. The index has a complete entry of all errors and their related
expressions whose usage often leads to errors.
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What are the common sources of errors in English?

Common Chinese errors in English have many sources. The authors have
identified the following six:

FHSREALBREIMLAER, ATRAEL RN ERGSARE .

1. The first most common type of error is using an incorrect or
inappropriate word. For example:

RELABERRERNREARRN L8297, Hlde,
Don’t forget to eat your medicine.

In English, we do not eat medicine; we take it or have it.

R, YL 8515 R Zeat, 2 takeskhave, SE4 A 4T .
Don't forget to take your medicine.

2. The second type of error results from a conflict between Chinese and
English grammar. For example:

FoAFROBRRPRLEE LT EZRERY ., e,
| very like English.

In English, very cannot modify a verb. In this case, the adverb phrase
very much must be used, which comes after the main verb (and usually
at the end of the sentence ).

AR F, very R a5 3034, 15453392 A &) 4 42 5 very much,
HEEREELEZHAZE(BERENL),

| like English very much.
IV »



3. The third source of error is confusing common pairs of words, such as abroad
and aboard:

% = #b % N eg45iR 2 R A BB 4B e 34, deabroadF=aboard:
He went aboard to study English.

Aboard means “on top of a ship, a plane, or a train, etc.”; while abroad
means “overseas’:

aboardig“ £ £ AP T A(H. KMAKEF)L"; fmabroadZ “/& B 1"
&

He went abroad to study English.

4. The fourth source of error is either a literal (word-for-word) translation of a
phrase or a concept that does not exist in English or a hybrid combining a
Chinese expression with an English (or near English) expression, resulting in
an unacceptable English sentence:

FuAELOBRERAR L FOERIMARF ARMEFARL, X
R AT XEBMAEEL T HRAL; K4 LBK P LB L RLRE
(RAEMIEI KK R, EHGELE FRRTHLY, Hlde:

Wish yourhave a sticeess on the job interview!

When wishing someone success on job interviews (such as a friend, for
example ), in English we usually say:

L RMAUREA (Fle—AA) BERRSE, EXELTBRE LIZE
it
Good luck on your job interview!
5. Using grammatically correct expressions that do not exist in English is the
fifth source of common errors. The problem here is that while the sentence is

grammatically justifiable, the expression nevertheless sounds strange in
English.

B AEAELNERLTERGES RREEE LR EHG, 2EELF
IR FEF X, AR ERFIE,

L



6.

We hope your new book is a hit!
We hope your new book does well!

The sixth and final source of common errors is using mixed or incorrect
levels of formality. The following sentence is inappropriately formal for a
routine email written to a colleague:

Fot, LRARE—HERLGER, REARBINER TENHGTE
E—HALRAEFHAFEFHREPRALITHRT

Shold yotrhave any further questions; please feet free
to-contactme-immediately

The tone of each sentence must be consistent with the tone of the entire
message, with its purpose, and with the writer’s relationship to the reader(s).
When writing to one’s colleagues, the tone should be more casual:

AP B FHEREHBRE 5, F BT A B FRAEA
ERMAMEARAENARR, YE4RAFN, FALALMEE:

If you have any questions, please call or write me.

Notice how in the following sentence, there is a mixed level of formality. This
is also unacceptable:

#iz&, TaH 4 PREERA T EXRFEXMES, ZRHFRRAKE:
Itis-pertinent that we-jazz up the-presentation:

It is pertinent that is a formal way of saying It’s important that. However, jazz
up is an informal way to say make [ something ] more lively. The tone must be
the same throughout the message:

It is pertinent that2 -+ /R £ &"#§ EX ik, MjazzupR “E(FH)EA
A"k E XLk, FEFEHBREZ K

It is pertinent that we enliven the presentation.
It's important that we jazz up the presentation.



The most effective way of overcoming these errors is by learning English in a
natural way rather than by memorizing grammar rules and English words and
phrases. To start, you should read as much as possible. Reading is the best
way to acquire new words, phrases, and expressions, and to review and
reinforce the ones you already know. It also helps you learn new grammatical
structures and sentence patterns. You should, however, make sure that your
reading material is of excellent quality. Consult your teacher to help you find
materials suitable for your level.

PR EEIHIER, RARG T ERZAARGFTXFITEL, @
RARMG EWATAEE E NN B LA FosEiE, RIARF IR, BAE
$ip— R X B, Wik F I LA, LiERREAFXORFFT X, B
MR TE T AL E Gty £iafokais; MiEEA B TF I #9554
MFad) B 2R BRI DEMRGRERZ AN, TAREE
T EIFEE, EAE iR B ARG SR AR 6 kA

Secondly, try to apply what you learn. Copy words, expressions, and sentence
patterns you like and keep them in front of you. Use them in your emails, for
example. Doing so will help you increase your fluency and accuracy.

F=, REFAHA, HhERH LA, AR FXAFGEY TR, Hma
B, Hlde, TALS & Fipdehatim ARk 5K, ZHTAR
B ARE A 3 AR BAT AL

Do not waste your time looking for short cuts. Learning a language is like
learning to play the piano. You cannot become good at playing the piano by
reading about piano playing or memorizing the notes. You must practice—
going over the same notes again and again, until you have mastered the piece.
Likewise, the more you practice using English, the more fluent you will
become in it.

RERHEHEFHRIEZ, FETRBEFAR, A RBER I RRHIL
Bt AR REERIFRE, RS MG — I RiEE BB
RE#A, AT iREH L, F I RELR I, KRR HE
ALk,




How should you use this book? (Teachers)

Our teaching approach varies according to class size, which we designate as
small, medium, or large. Small classes consist of fewer than ten, medium
classes fewer than twenty, and large classes over twenty students.

Reading

Small Classes

Ask the students to do one of the exercises in each exercise unit, usually either
the fill-in-the-blanks or the multiple choice. Then go over the answers as a
group, asking each student to read out a question with the answer they think is
right. Students often ask, “Why?” Ask them to wait.

Once you are finished going over the answers for the exercise, go over the list
of corresponding errors in the dictionary one by one, with each student reading
one entry aloud. After each student finishes reading his or her part, highlight
the main points and encourage students to ask questions. This gives them the
opportunity to clarify the source of their errors.

Medium and Large Classes

With medium and larger classes, you should ask the students to read the
common-error unit for homework, and do the writing exercises in class. Use
the blackboard to highlight the source of errors. Have the students do the
exercises alone, in pairs, or in small groups. Pairs and groups are usually more
effective for difficult exercises (correct synonyms, error recognition, and mix-
and-match).

Regardless of whether you are teaching small, medium, or large classes, try to
adjust the reading and lecture time in such a way that at least half the class
time is used for doing the writing exercises.

To make sure the students are actually doing their reading homework, quiz
them from time to time—using multiple choice or true-false questions about
the reading they have done. Keep quizzes brief, usually about five to ten
questions, taking up no more than five or ten minutes of the class time.

VIII «
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Common Error Exercises

Once you have assigned the students to their groups, go over the directions to make
sure they understand what they are expected to do with a particular writing exercise.
Use the blackboard whenever possible to show students what they are expected to
accomplish.

Emphasize that the students in each group should ask each other for help. They are
to approach the teacher only when no one in their particular group knows the
answer. In schools, each student is taught to compete individually with all others.
Business organizations, however, expect their employees to work in groups, relying
on each others’ strengths. Foster a spirit of teamwork wherever possible so students
realize it is perfectly acceptable to ask each other for help and that this is what will
be expected of them when they start working.

If students continue to work individually even when placed in groups, ask them to
put away all but one book per group. Then ask them to finish the exercise using that
single book. This forces them to cooperate. It is generally necessary only at the
beginning, until the students become used to working in groups.

Walk around each group, making sure that students are doing the exercises correctly
and providing help where necessary.

Once they have completed the exercise, we ask team members to exchange their
work. You may also ask each team to put their answers on the board. Use it as a
game, assigning points to each team for correct answers. While this approach is
competitive and fun, it is also more time-consuming. Use it more frequently when
you are not under pressure to finish the book by a particular deadline.

Feel free to devise your own approach to overcoming these common errors. The
important thing is to make sure that your students remain motivated.

Good luck!
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How should you use this book? (Self-Learners)

You can use this book in many ways. Firstly, you can go through the errors one
by one. Or if you prefer, you can look up only those words and phrases that you
do not know how to use correctly.

Keep in mind, however, that simply knowing about the common errors alone
may not prevent you from repeating them in your speech or writing. You
should do the related exercises centered on the common errors. The different
exercises target different sources of error. Doing them will ensure that you are
able to recognize, edit, and revise these errors. These exercises were tested and
revised over a period of two years in classrooms, so they are useful and
effective.

Here’s one recommended approach. Start by doing the exercises first, unit by
unit. Finish the first exercise in each unit before looking through the dictionary.
Each exercise unit is based on a group of sixteen to eighteen words in the
common-error dictionary.

Be sure to check your answers against those provided in the answer key. If your
answers are different from the ones provided in the key, find out why. Talk to
someone who knows more English than you, and when that is not possible,
look through grammar books, dictionaries, and the Internet. There are many
web sites on the Internet that provide free English help.

A long-term, steady commitment is necessary to improve your language skills.
Therefore, you should proceed at a pace that is comfortable for you. Study
regularly. Start with twenty or thirty minutes a day. If you are busy, read the
material presented in the book and do the exercises at least three times a week.
You will soon see yourself making fewer and fewer errors.
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What benefits do the exercises provide?

You will find a variety of exercises following the common-error entries. Each
set of exercises is arranged according to its level of difficulty in order to help
you recognize, eliminate and master the common errors, so you stop producing
them in your speech and writing. It is recommended that you do all the
exercises. However, if you find some of them too easy, skip those and do the
ones that are more challenging. Be sure to check the answers in the answer
key.

ABEBNFTRBRFOZERLESMHSGTM, BEAITMHREES
RESHE, ABB B KX KRF ., B FRE L4, A AExLHE
IHFER BRREA TR —E %, 122, RH%EAREZF
AREGHHE, ABUATEFEAREENS T, —E XRS50 H
2%,

The exercises are organized as follows:

%3] MAEAT 7 R

¢ Fill in the Blanks
This exercise trains users to recognize the common errors.
5 5 Je AR R F W69 45%

®  Multiple Choice

This exercise trains students to distinguish the correct English expression
from others containing common English errors.

%7 4o TR A K LHRORT, R MRS,

¢ Error Recognition

This activity will teach students to locate a common error in relationship
to other ideas in a given sentence.

F T AT th 6 6) T F Beik h AR 69T, AR E,
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