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1 +Free to Soar
Hih §AH

RHER, RELEEBEORT, BRARRYE, «ﬁmat,\
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G, HEHFTIALF A G BE, AABRAH. BTR,
XERFEHLE, AREESER T A
o s the kite free at last? And what’é its ending?

e Inwhat aspect does man share with the kites? )

APz

« observe [abze:v] vi. LI, EE 3| Jd ok ke k

< arise [o'raiz] vi. 353, HIL * %k & ek

« restraining [ris'treinin] adj. 489 * %

« soar [so:] vi. £ Lk H% 2

# restriction [ris'trikfen] z. R4, 4% +* ¥ ek Kk

© restraint [ristreint] n. #9%), &4 * % kK

¢ obstruction [sb'strakfsh] n. & 55 L& 8

¢ adversity [edversiti n. R¥E, K3, #if * %k

¢ counterpart [kauntapa:t] n. #8422 %% %* Kk

One windy spring day, I observed young people having fun
using the wind to fly their kites. Multicolored creations of varying
shapes and sizes filled the skies like beautiful birds darting and
dancing in the heady atmosphere above the carth. As the strong
winds gusted against the kites, a string kept them in check.




Instead of blowing away with the wind, they arose against it to
achieve great heights. They shook and pulled, but the restraining
string and the cumbersome tail kept them in tow, facing upward
and against the wind. As the kites struggled and trembled against
the string, they seemed to say, “Let me go! Let me go! I want to
be free!” They soared beautifully even as they fought the imposed
restriction of the string. Finally, one of the kites succeeded in
breaking loose. “Free at last,” it seemed to say. “Free to fly with the
wind.” .

Yet freedom from restraint simply put it at the mercy of an
unsympathetic breeze. It fluttered ungracefully to the ground and
landed in a tangled mass of weeds and string against a dead bush.
“Free at last” free to lie powerless in the dirt, to be blown helplessly
along the ground, and to lodge lifeless against the first obstruction.

How much like kites we sometimes are. The Lord gives us
adversity and restriction, rules to follow from which we can grow
and gain strength. Restraint is a necessary counterpart to the winds
of opposition. Some of us tug at the rules so hard that we never soar
to reach the heights we might have obtained. We keep part of the
commandment and (pardon the pun) never rise high enough to get
our tails off the ground.

Let us each rise to the great heights our Heavenly Father has
in store for us, recognizing that some of the restraints that we may
chafe under are actually the steadying force that helps us ascend

and achieve.
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Outside the Campus™ 1, FEWRID T At a0 LBMAT, KATATLA
XHERL . “Instead of burying ourselves in the books and completely
being confined to the campus life, we should aiso get to know more
about the outside world.”

© succeed in

BREENERRE ‘B, FE-RERAWSESAFE. W
TE19964F 12 H B PURAE X “Practice Makes Perfect” 1, 7R
RWFEBA B TR SRR, ROTATLUAERAE: “Take
interpretation for example, only through continuous practice can we
succeed in speaking fluently and expressing ideas clearly.”

© so... that

A0S 850 B 1) AR O € CIENRMN ol 21 L9 5 A3 1Y
FElA, F1RRAEENERRENE, WTEI9944E12 A MIPEE
FEC “Can Money Buy Happiness?” tt, FHHFEER— AN SE1E
PBEREL EI, FEATXARR: “The mania they have for money
is so great that they gradually get lost in this material world.”
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2 +Three Passions I Have Lived for

B o vh 9 = 2l

\
—AASAEEGEE R TROEERE, RAUA

X#F, AMEEEE T ILAEMA.

\ once again? And why?

HOBEBRALE, BLALERKTHRBLHE; LRER
HROEEANFLE, MAGB—-EEVEHRETHR,
BRXFZOXBYFRMOEL - FEO A/, CHRANE
CRGFR, CRMAECHELE, BTR, FRERBXE

®  What are the three passions the author has lived for?

o  If offered anther chance, will the author be willing to live

y

¢ passion ['peefen] . 1, M * %k Kk
« verge [ve:dsl n. 14 * % K
 ecstasy ['ekstosi] n. L& T %k

w sacrifice ['sakrifais] ve. 454 ¥k Kk

< relieve [riliv] ve. 42, MRk * ok kK K
« shiver ['fiva] vt. 31%) * ¥ %

« unfathomable [an‘feeBamabl] adj. I 7K =] 1| &4 * E
wecho [ekauln. B & | W& * %k ok

w reverberate {ri've:bareit] vi. ©l°4 ¥* %

% torture [to:tfs] vt. 319 % ¥ %

% alleviate [o'i:vieit] vI. W 4%, 4B+ % Fo * ¥ &

Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed

6 |ERIEX



Three Passions I Have Lived for

B b iy =B

my life: the longing for love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable
pity for the suffering of mankind. These passions, like great winds,
have blown me hither and thither, in a wayWard course over a deep
ocean of anguish, reaching to the very verge of despair.

I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy—ecstasy so
great that T would often have sacrificed all the rest of my life for a few
hours for this joy. I have sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness—
that terrible loneliness in which one shivering consciousness looks
_ over the rim of the world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss.
1 have sought it, finalty, because in the union of love I have seen, in a
mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the heaven that saints and
poets have imagined. This is what I sought, and though it might seem
t0o good for human life, this is what—at last—I have found.

With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished to
understand the hearts of men. I have wished to know why the stars
shine. A little of this, but not much, I have achieved.

Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward
toward the heavens. But always pity brought me back to earth. Echoes
of cries of pain reverberate in my heart. Children in famine, victims
tortured by oppressors, helpless oid people a hated burden to their
sons, and the whole world of loneliness, poverty, and pain make a
mockery of what human life should be. I long to alleviate the evil, but
1 cannot, and [ too suffer.

This has been my life. I have found it worth living, and would
gladly live it again if the chance were offered me.

il
© longing for
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