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i The Apparel
b Industry

Reading and Translating

Bl Reading A

Vi History of the Apparel Industry

47 'The':la% arefiéﬂ?;y is relatively new — only a;)\p}dximately 150 years old. During the American
58I“Onia! period, all clothing was made in the home by family members. This situation gradually
changed as tailors of dressmakers were hired to come into the home and make clothing. Eventually,
these dressmakers and tailors began to establish their own shops where custom-made clothing was
made and sold. In the last quarter of the eighteenth century, milliners’ shops provided the raw materials
for dressmaking and accessories as well as the services of milliners and dressmakers. Occasionally,
some articles of apparel were also gyailahle to women to purchase ready-made. These were most
commonly unfitted items such ag gg zg,%yvlf nd other loose fitfing@“ﬁ%’ﬁ’/ﬁa

If was not %&I early 1800s tmc{ s? n%&b th ready-to-wear and cus_tom-made apparel.
The d‘ﬂg‘mﬁge‘a @o- ear merc is/e was very sziall and
was inten rima y% persons of low socioeconomic status
— sailors, slaves, and miners, for example. As some tailor shops
began to offer imported ready-mades of/sﬂ"ﬁéﬂclaar {q‘ﬁélity, these
goods gradually gained a more widespread acceptance. Then 4
the earlier manufactures of lower-quality goods began to conve?t« '
part or all of their production to the new ready-to-wear for men
and boys.. /51.’.\/71'6 ﬁﬁ%

The first recorded civilianklothing Tactory dates from 1825.
The early f/actoriqi/w t very different from tailors’ opera-
tions. The fmvwas cut int a factory — usually not more than
three layers at a time — and then sent to seamstresses who
!e%‘é"é?évy hand at home.

In the middle of the nineteenth century two events occurred
which caused major changes in the apparel industry. The first of
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2 Unit 1 The Apparel Industry

these was Whe second was the Civil War. Women
went to work in the newly-created factories where they used sewing machines to make uniforms for
soldiers. These factories not only used the sewing machine to introduce mass production sewing, but
they also initiated the development of a standardized sizing system. Following the War, these
techniques were adapted to the civilian market. By the end of the century, the men'’s ready-to-wear
apparel industry was well established.

The women'’s ready-to-wear apparel industry did not develop to any great extent until the early
1900s. Even though und rments, shirtwaist blouses, skirts, and coats were factory produced by the
late 1800s, women’s better dresses continued to be made by the consumers themselves or by their
dressmakers. This was due in large part to the complexity of the dress designs and to the very exact
fit that was required of fashions at that time.

Only when‘styles began to Ilgw»mzre ae of fit and when separates (the blouse and skirt, in
particular) were adopted was it feasible t ﬁé%in trying to mass produce women'’s clothing. The rise in
the production of women’s ready-to-wear coincided with changes in fashion and in society — women
became significant factors in the nation’s work force. %ﬁ

By the 1920s, styles in women'’s clothing had changed from the prewar structured dregg to t
“flapper” look of the 20s. With this simplification of fashion, mass production began in full g g @
the end of the decade approximately 3 500 dress manufacturers had joined the industry. The majority
of the manufacturers were in New York City and established the now-famous “garment district” alon
Seventh Avenue. In less than fifty years, the wearing apparel industry had blossomed from a rﬁ’éabja/
beginning to a multimillion-dollar industry. “W

New Words and Expressions
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I3 Check Your Understanding
I. Mark the following statements with T (true) or F (false) according to the passage.

(F)1-

F)e
[_)7

During the American colonial period, some tailors opened shops, where one could find not
only custom-made, but ready-to-wear clothing sold.

. In the last quarter of the 18" century, the ready-made clothing available to women was

designed to the exact fit.

. The first recorded civilian clothing factory was opened in 1825, which was quite different

from tailors’ operations.

. The invention and adoption of the sewing machine was one of the two factors leading to

(T)S-

major changes in the apparel industry.
By the end of the 19" century men’s and women'’s ready-to-wear apparel industry was well

established.
Until the late 1800s, women’s clothes started to be produced in factories except for better

dresses.
The fact that women became significant factors in the nation’s work force resulted in the rise
in the production of women'’s ready-to-wear clothing.

8. There are a lot of clothing factories in the well-known “garment district” along Seventh

Avenue in New York.

Build Up Your Vocabulary

Il. Match the items listed in the following two columns.

A B

0(1 . approximately a. (style of ) dress worn by all members of an organization, e.g. the police,

the armed forces

: 7 2. accessory b. woman who makes a living by sewing
3. convert c. insufficient, scanty, thin
[u 4. civilian d. about
C. 5. meager e. change from one form into another
% 6. adoption ~f..the greater number or part (of)
0’&7 uniform g. something extra, helpful, useful, but not an essential part of something
. feasible h. not serving in the armed forces
jL 9 majority i. use, application
q 10. seamstress j. that can be done

Ill. Fill in the following chart by giving the corresponding translation.

e
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Translation

IV. Complete the following by translating the Chinese in the brackets into English.

1. The beginning of the apparel industry cléfes $3 o '/if‘glﬂ%u%ﬁo$ﬁﬁ).(date from)

2. The great change in the apparel industry was oa}(; te The Aunvelil ML KB FR L DA
K% P i3 %) (due to) wmy edsiva fﬁ %ﬁf\ s finde i
3. Those designs (4 Hy b4 4o Pk AT). ( intend for) Carf .,
4. In order to succeed, we'd better (EFRATTH ™= 5 38 i T ) 7 22). (adapt...to...)
5. 150 years ago, (NTIASREAE 75 )% 3L 81 % 4%). ( be available to )
6. The development of the apparel industry (5 W )R JEHY A #Y). (coin-
cide with) 34

Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying special attention to the underlined
parts.

The apparel industry is now in full swing throughout the whole world.

Chanel’s style features simplicity and wearability.

Consumers respond to not only the design but also the color combination.

Chanel's decline in her influence was derived from her refusing to convert her basic style.
The apparel industry was well-established in less than fifty years.

The development of the standardized sizing system was a milestone in the history of the apparel
industry.

Only the_custom-made clothing was sold in the tailors’ shops at the very beginning.

People and society’s demand, in large part, contributed to the rapid growth of the apparel
industry.

oY -Gy~ Qo shoe

N
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il Reading B

Body Types and Size Charts .

Understanding and selecting the correct body type is important before choosing the size for the

pattern. Body type refers to the height and shape of an individual. Once the body type is identified, it
is necessary to take accurate measurements.
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The following illustrations and charts represent the various body types for women.

o

2

e

=y
{
{
e
{1
i
{1 ¥
\

A

Junior Petite Women's Petite  Misses Large Women  Half Size

Underclothes or a leotard should be worn when measuring the body. Tie a piece of twill tape or
string around the waist. Do not wear shoes.

Measure the circumference of the bust, waist and hip (fuller part). Also measure the length of the
center back neck to waist and sleeve. Record all of these measurements.

Junior Petite 4’ 11”7 To 5" 3”

Small frame, shorter figure, and smaller proportions. Usually young adult.

Women'’s Petite 4’ 11” To 5" 3”

In comparison to the Junior Petite body type — this figure is a few pounds heavier, fully developed,
shorter figure; narrower shoulders, higher bust, and thicker waist. '

Misses 5’ 4” To 5’ 9”
Fully developed, well-proportioned figure, longer waist length, fuller bust and hips, but generally
slim.

Large Women 5’ 4” To 5’ 9”
Full-figured woman with the same proportions as a Misses’ figure. Usually the waist and bust are
thicker and heavier. o s

Half Size 5 To 5’ 6”
More mature, short-waisted woman with a shorter, heavier body type.




.

individual /,indi'vidjual/ a.
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New Words
AR, MR, SR

once /wans/ n. ad. —, WA, He

identify /ai'dentifa1/ v. P, %N

accurate /'zkjurat/ a. E#E, KR

represent /,repri'zent/ v. &, R

various /'vearias/ a. AR, SFEFER, Z2T5H
underclothes /'andakloudz/ n. WA, WA

leotard /'liza(u)ta:d/ n. (Ze:, IEHEAGN) B ERWE
circumference /so'kamfarans/ n. & &, JE

7

bust /bast/ n. P, Mg, (Bh) K
hip /hip/ n. &

sleeve /slizv/ n. #li -

frame /frerm/ n. g5k, A%

proportion /pra'pa:fon/ n. Lepl, Hyfis, mE, &R
mature /ma'tjua(r)/ a. B, B0

Match the items listed in the following two columns.
SR A 2 R

S E

N S

RSFR

NG

Mark the following statements with T (true) or F (false) according to what you have read.
(T ) 1. Before choosing the size for the pattern, we must understand and select the correct body
type.

) 2. When measuring the body, shoes may be or may not be worn.
(—-) 3. We should record all of the measurements of the circumference of the bust, waist, hip, the
7 length of the center back neck to waist and sleeve. ' i
(F) 4. The fully developed body type belongs to both women'’s petite and Misses.

) 5. Half size is for very young adults.

F i L gh:
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8 Unit 1 The Apparel Industry
lli . Give brief answers to the following questions.
1. Why do we have to understand and select the correct body type?
2. What does the body type refer to?
3. What should be worn when measuring the body?
4. How many body types are listed in the passage?
5. Could you explain the type of half size 5” to 5" 6” ?

Simulated Writing

Business Letters B\ {55

kA B P WL AT AR SS 7 K, G AR B &R, Wb, IR, T, Kis,
fhak . fa R A DL R SR ORBS: 55
DI A BA— 5 DL JLAS B850 #a K
1. {53k (Letterhead ). WAHERMGEANARIMAIK, Mk, HFESH, BTIRHEE,
. Hip(Date)
(B4t (Inside Address). {5407 EARIWE N A 6l 2 Frfdddt,
. FRIE(Salutation)
. IE3X(Body)
. &% R4iE (Complimentary Close)
. %2 (Signature)
. HAth(The Others) (5 {5 rTHR 44 F A4 155 3L 54 05k)
(1) fit# (Enclosure) . TEBABERS FTMTAORES . FEMAS, i H LS,
(2) Bt & (Postscript) : fE15AM =i P.S, 51 HREEAIE, wlkifs iR,
(3) MmsL W fis A (Attention ). Wl ¥R 5% 52 BARIRE A . IMEREHR(ERE )ik Z J5
(4) S5 hi( Subject ). fEMARIESCRIMME N AARE, MAEEERIEXZ )G, ‘
(5) #hi%(Carbon copy): [Al—&HEREILAMRIEAN

e ifi Il A% BRIl H A =R 4i475X (Indented style ), 573k3X (Block style ), {3 (modi-
fied style),
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a5 3t K FFhR BA R
' £ e 7S TN
Letterhead Letterhead Letterhead
Date
Date Inside name Date
and Address
Inside name Inside name
and Address Salutation and Address
Salutation Body Salutation
Body Body
Closing
Signature Closing
Closing
Signature
Signature
\_ L UXE) LIIAN
Sample 1 FREW SR (H1TX)
&
" Children’s Wear Co., Ltd.
350 Nanjing Road
Shanghai, China
Tel:021 — 34567890
Fax:021 — 34595987
Feb 15, 2004
Holton Trading Company
160 Broadway
California 94080
U.S.A.
Attention:Mr. Allen Smith, Export Manager
Dear Sirs,
Subject:Request for the Establishment of Business Relation
Your company has been recommended to us by Jims Fashion Co., Ltd. Shanghai, China who has in-
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(formed us that you are in the market for Textiles. %
We specialize in manufactu;'ing children’s wear which uses fancy materials made of best cotton and
cotton blended with polyester, as well as worsted, tweed, woolen fabrics and the like. There is a wide range
such as suits, shirts, skirts, pajamas, gowns, jackets and winter wear. If you are interested in marketing these
products in your territory, please let us know, and we shall be pleased to send you our latest catalog, together
with a list of our quotations upon receipt of your detailed requirements.
We look forward to your early reply.

Encl. 1 Photo of Samples
Yours truly ,
Children’s Wear Co., Ltd
Wang Lin

Marketing Manager

Sample 2 i 3 2R @ Sl 55 K & Y [l (5 3 K)

ﬁHolton Trading Company
160 Broadway

California

U.S.A.

Tel:(018)6601520
Fax:(018)7631529

Feb 26, 2004

Children’s Wear Co., Ltd
350 Nanjing Road
Shanghai, China
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A Reply to Request for the Establishment of Business Relation

Dear Sirs,

Thank you for your letter of the 15" this month and we shall be glad to enter into business relations with

your company. There is a steady demand here for Children’s wear. Please send us your catalogue and full
: : j \

] m details of export prices and terms of payment, together with any san}ples you can let us have. \4, o @&1/

o

e look forward to hearing from you. A A

Yours faithfully,
Holton Trading Company

I. Study the following useful sentences on establishing business relations and self-introduc-
tion.

1. On the recommendation of the Commercial Counsellor’s Office of the USA Embassy, we have '

learned with pleasure the name of your firm and shall be glad to enter into business relations with

you.
AREEERKMEFHFSHRENR, AFREMEAFNAT, BANES ARG KR,

2. We wish to introduce ourselves to you as a corporation dealing exclusively in ...
MR AFAEARNA, AR —KEE - HAT,

3. We enclose a brochure and a price list.
B35 01K B /5 3, Som

4. Will you kindly give us a general idea of the market price of your textiles?
oL 6 WA AT DN R 7L o N G B

5. Will you please quote us your lowest prices for the goods listed below?
i Bt 2 T T 5 S 0 o I AR A B A 2 |

6. We would appreciate receiving details regarding the commaodities.
IREWC R B 2 Rl KRR R TR R UL, R A

7. We trust you will find our quotation satisfactory and we look forward to receiving your order.
BATRRM —E XL VR, IR IRITAOIT 18,

8. The purpose of this letter is to explore the possibilities of developing trade with you.

A R EDR SR 5 8t 7 A R el 55 19 mT REPE

9. We hope to hear some good news from you in the near future.

A A ARENT B 517 ORI EFIH B

10. We take the liberty of writing to you with a view to building up business relations with your firm.

HERG 5 51, DS RAREILS KR,




