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Jades Unearthed from Shandong

Liang Zhonghe and Jia Xiaobing

Shandong is one of the earliest areas for field archaeology and for the discovery of excavated jades. In 1936,
Longshan Culture jades were unearthed at Liangchengzhen, Rizhao. In subsequent seasons more jades, in
addition to the raw material and partially worked jades were excavated'.

At present, the earliest known jades are those of the Dawenkou Culture, first excavated at the site of Tai’an in
1959. In subsequent years jades continued to be discovered in Dawenkou period tombs at Yedian in Zouxian
County, Sanlihe in Jiaoxian County, Lingyanghe in Juxian County, Wangyin in Yanzhou, Shangzhuang in
Chiping, Jingzhizhen in Anqiu and Jianxin in Zaozhuang. The most important are those from the tombs of
Dawenkou and Sanlihe Cultures. Dawenkou jade types include hairpins, huan, bracelets, and hanging orna-
ments?. At Sanlihe jade types include awl-shaped objects, disks with notches, huan, saddle-shaped ornaments
and pendants®. Dawenkou period jade-working had reached a fairly advanced stage, employing techniques of
piercing and polishing, and in creating flat thin pieces designed as artistic symbols or insignia, in the form of
axe and yue , utilitarian and broad axe types. Neither type shows use, thus they were probably designed to be
symbols of wealth and status. Jade chains were also found in the larger tombs, indicating that they served as
another symbol of social status and wealth.

In terms of variety and quality Longshan Culture jades show advances beyond those achieved during the
Dawenkou Culture. Longshan period sites include Sanlihe in Jiaoxian, Dantu in Wulian, Xizhufeng in Linqu,
Yinjiacheng in Sishui, Hutai in Linyi, Simatai in Haiyang and Yuanjia in Changle. Three groups of 12 jades were
unearthed from Longshan tombs at Sanlihe, and scepters (zhang), cong, disks with notches, perforated knives,
and yue (axe) were discovered at Dantu in Wulian County*. Crown ornaments, green jade yue, white jade
hairpins and ink-colored jade perforated knives were discovered in the large-scale tomb at Xizhufeng®. The
latter jades were either ornamental or ritual in function. The ritual types take mostly standardized yet simple
shapes. Some originated from practical tools, yet most were not for practical usage. Itis likely that the latter
represent the earliest examples of ritual insignia since they resemble comparable implements from the three
earliest dynasties. The most jades are the crown-shaped ornament, yue, zhang, cong, disk with notches and knife.
Another type, the adze, measuring 18 cm long by 4.5-4.9 cm wide, from Liangchengzhen also stands out. Ani-
mal faces on flanking sides at the narrow end of the adze are incised in fine line with protruding eyes and are
characterized by a curling “crown ornament.” The latter matches the exquisitely worked crown-shaped orna-
ment excavated from the large Tomb No0.202 at Xizhufeng, Linqu. The latter ornament measures 23 cm tall and
forms a fan shape that is created out of a milk-white colored jade. The latter fits onto an ink green-colored jade
hairpin that is worked into a series of bamboo joint sections. The fan-shaped portion is inlaid with four circular
pieces of turquoise, and is further perforated with floral and serrated motifs forming at the top three layers of
cloud-scrolls. The latter perforated fan-shape complements the crown-shape incised on the two faces of the
adze from Liangchengzhen. These two works of art reflect the height of jade-working during the Longshan
period that use turquoise inlay, openwork and engraved line and feature motifs of small-scale serrations.

The most important sites in Shandong with jades of the Shang and Zhou periods come from Subutun in Yidu,
Liutaizi in Jiyang and Qianzhangda in Tengzhou. Piecemeal jade finds are also represented at Jingling in
Tengxian County, Daxinzhuang in Ji'nan, the Ancient Capital City Site of the State Xue, Guicheng and
Zhoujiacun in Huang County and Ershucheng in Zaozhuang.

Although jades appear at numerous sites, when they appear they are concentrated, as represented, for
example, by the jades unearthed from the large cruciform tomb at Subutun, Yidu. The latter belong to three
categories, including ritual, weapons and ornaments. Types include cong, ge, fish, slit rings, handle-shaped
objects, raised T-shaped circular disks and chains composed of linked ornaments®. One of the raised circular
ornaments is incised with two opposing animal faces with double incised lines, comparable in style to the
animal face type of jades from Yinxu.

The majority of precious stones, totaling over 900 from six tombs at the early Western Zhou site of Liutaizi,
Jiyang, are agate and turquoise beads’. Types belong to ritual, ornamental, tool, weapon and miscellaneous
categories. Ritual types include cong, bi and huang. Weapon types include ge, yue, light green jade knives, white
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jade ladles, and gi (axe type with flanking side serrations). Tool types are limited to the small bird-shaped
carving knife. Ornaments range in shape from animals, including the parrot, Mandarin duck, dragon, fish,
cicada, silk worm, tortoise, eagle, and animal spirits transforming into human-shapes, in addition to hairpins,
bracelets, a seven-piece chain (composed of a jade goose, phoenix, rabbit, bird, sparrow and two cicadas), and
another jade chain (composed of a white jade tortoise, white jade posts, red agate beads, turquoise, and black
and white mottled stone beads). The miscellaneous types include handle-shaped objects, rods, white jade tubes
and mouth plugs, buttons, thinly sliced pieces and turquoise ornaments.

The richest group of jades of Shang-Zhou periods in Shandong derives from tombs at Qianzhangda,
Tengzhou. Representing a peak in jade-working during this period the jades are exquisite in design, simple yet
descriptive with an aesthetic emphasis. Three-hundred and forty-three groups of jades were unearthed® and
fall into six categories, including ritual, weapon, tool, ornament, pendant and miscellaneous types. Ritual types
consist of huang, bi, cong, bracelets, slit rings, and zhang. Primary weapon types include axe, yue and ge. Pen-
dants include xi, fish, tiger, dragon, bird, ox, cicada, rabbit, frog, deer, and grasshopper shapes. Miscellaneous
jades include kneeling figurines and plaque ornaments. The deer with a pair of horns and many tines is similar
in type to the jade from the Western Zhou tombs of the State Yu cemetery in Baoji and to those at Zhangjiapo in
Xi’an. An upright jade owl image worked into the round is particularly remarkable in style, equal in artistic
type to the dynastic examples from sites on the Central Plains. Jades from this site are a significant contribution
to our understanding of jade-working of Shang and Zhou periods.

The high quality of jade-working in Shandong is not only comparable to that of the Central Plains but is
comparable in technique. Incised line, relief, openwork and working in the round are all exploited to represent
spirited images, particularly in the popular form of the animal and animal parts, although standing humans
also appear. The parts of the animal that are usually emphasized include the head, eyes and teeth. Other parts
of the body are usually symbolically abbreviated or generalized, yet important parts are highlit by being
worked into raised lines that are full and mellow, with the result that a moving and lively image is created.
Another technique that is occasionally used is that in which a flat or slightly bowed surface is carved and minor
parts of the images are worked with incised line, opposite to the more popular techniques in which important
body parts are worked with incised line and minor parts with raised line.

During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, the Shandong area was closely allied with the
Central Plains, although site finds with jades are few and scattered. The same phenomenon characterizes the
Han period in Shandong. Major Spring and Autumn period sites with jades include Langjiazhuang in Linzi,
Dadian in Juxian, Liujiadianzi in Yishui, Fenghuangling in Linyi , Ancient City of State Lu in Qufu and State Si
cemetery in Changging. Piecemeal finds of jades also appear at Yuejiahe in Changle, Liugezhuang in Penglai,
Zihedongdian in Linzi and Zuiziqian in Haiyang. It is difficult to distinguish late Western Zhou and early
Spring and Autumn styles, yet by the middle and late phase of the Spring and Autumn period, stylistic changes
are marked.

The large tomb with human sacrifices at Langjiazhuang, Linyi, the State Qi capital, although significantly
robbed, has a small number of jades, crystal and other stone types’. Jade-worked ornaments include multi-
faceted dragon tubes, date pit shapes, long rectangles, other multiple faceted shapes, spherical crystal beads,
and flat and round purple crystal beads. Seventeen accompanying burials surrounding that of the large-scale
tomb were not pilfered, remaining were jades, stones and raw materials in the form of huan, beads, tubes and
disks. Working techniques continue to be high in quality. Most of the remaining jades belonged to the deceased
while alive.

The two Spring and Autumn period burials at Dadianzi, Juxian with a nine piece bianzhong set of bells and 30
other bronzes, also had jades, including a white jade small pointed pendant (xi) with exquisitely worked
decoration. A chain with 15 green and white perforated agate beads and 271 turquoise pieces was also un-
earthed™.

A Spring and Autumn period tomb with horse and chariot fittings excavated at Liujiadianzi in Yishui County
had 35 to 39 accompanying human sacrifices and 470 artifacts, including bronzes, ceramics, gold and jade from
the areas of the coffin and coffin chamber™. The head of the deceased was decorated with agate beads, jade slit
rings and jade cowrie beads. On the corpse’s chest lay jade ge, cong, huang, bi, gui, and disk with notches. A
group of jade pendants was found disturbed at the northern end of the tomb. In addition one jade ge and a stone
chime were also found, and the ge is close in style to one from Fuhao’s tomb at Anyang.

VI



Jades Unearthed from Shandong

A late Spring and Autumn period tomb consisting of a burial chamber, artifact pit, chariot and horse pit, and
14 sacrificial humans accompanying the tomb owner was excavated at Fenghuangling in Linyi. Although
robbed, over 300 ritual bronzes, jades, stones and bone objects remained, and amidst these 49 are jades™.
Twenty-four jades came from within the coffin and include small-scale circular beads, huan, huang, slit ring (jue)
and various other shaped beads or irregular shapes. The smallest beads, looking like grain morsels, form a
linked chain. Three other chains of jade beads and ornaments were discovered. A jade huan was found at the
foot of one sacrificial human lying in the southeast corner of the rear chamber, and two huan flanked the head of
another sacrificial human, along with a jue at the right shoulder, from the same area.

At the beginning of the Zhou period, Bo Qin was enfiefed with Lu and made his capital at Qufu. The Lu
State incorporated the valleys of the upper Si and Wen Rivers. Zhou period burials belong to clans of two types,
the Jia group representing inhabitants before formation of the State Lu and their successors that are buried
without jades, and the Yi group that are buried with jades. There are 12 Eastern Zhou burials of large and
medium sizes in addition to Western Zhou ones. The burial pit of the seven large-scale tombs averages 10 sq m
or more, and each is equipped with a standardized burial chamber. Three medium-size burials include Tomb
No.2 of the late Spring and Autumn period and Tomb No. 3 of the early Warring States period. Jade types vary
from horse sculptures, belt hooks, belt hooks with turquoise inlay and bi"*. Many bone and stone bead chains
were discovered on the four sides of the tomb chambers. Within Tomb No.52 of early Warring States period, a
group of jade bo bells, dragon ornaments and fragmented bi lay at the northern end. A layer of 18 jade bi covered
the tomb owner’s corpse from head to toe. Other ornaments include jade huan, rings, slit rings, sets of pendants,
a gold belt, ivory ornaments in the shape of animal fangs, in addition to musical instruments, red agate huan,
serrated dragon and cloud-shaped pieces, and jade tubes decorated with wave motifs. Based on the published
ground plan, other jade ornaments include tile shapes, a series of arch shapes, small flat pieces and dragon
shapes that lay on the eastern side of the corpse, which along with the agate huan once formed a pectoral chain.
Outside of the bronzes found in the large Tomb No.58 of Middle Warring States period are various jades from
various places: jade tubes and huan, and red agate huan on the chamber’s east side, a jade dragon on the south
side, turquoise beads and a group of four barb-shaped jades on the north side and a stone gui on the lid. Sixteen
jade bi were placed on the tomb owner’s corpse. Other jades include huan, dragon, round pieces, belt hooks and
huang. Another set of pendants from the base of the coffin include bi, tubes, square beads, long drum-shaped
beads and dragon shapes. In addition, jade plaques, huang, a chain of turquoise pieces, gold leaf, and a jade
inlaid bronze belt hook, jade tubes, pendants and small pointed pendants (xi) are also listed in the illustrated
ground plan. Taken together these jades are identifiable as different “Sets of jade pendants.”

Jades representing State Qi finds are few in number. Four royal Qi mounds are located south of the Qi capital
at Linzi City but they have not been formally excavated. At present, elsewhere at Tomb No.6 from the State Si
cemetery located in Xianrentai, Changqing County, Ji'nan, various jades, including bj, slit rings, tigers, gui and
chain ornaments have been unearthed.

The major Warring States sites with jades in Shandong are represented by Tomb No.1 at Langshan, Zhangqiu
and tombs at Shangwangcun, Linzi. A small number of jades are also known at Laiwu, Zibo, Ji'nan and Linzi
areas. Jades from Shangwangcun tomb include 29 bi, plus huan, huang, pendants, xi-shaped ornaments, sword
fittings and spoons™. Jade bi, agate huan, jade huan, and crystal posts and huan were also unearthed from Tomb
No.1 at Nulangshan, Zhanggiu.

Iron, which was in widespread use by the Eastern Zhou period stimulated a revolution in the use of the fuo or
emory wheel used to cut and polish jades, giving rise to new heights in jade-working. Advances are noticeable
in the refinement of characteristic parts of animals. Jade pendant groups are systematized and a new style
appears, although inheriting Shang and Zhou traditional arts, jade-working during this period breaks new
ground. By the late Warring States period, motifs are simplified and incised outlines become less pronounced.
Bas-relief cloud-scrolls and grain patterns prevail. Open-work is preferred for pendant ornaments and every
sinuous part of the dragon’s body is deeply carved. The two phases of the Eastern Zhou period represent an
unequalled height and position in the history of China’s jade-working tradition.

Various feudal lords (zhuhou) were awarded lands in Shandong during the Han period. The most important
examples with burials include the tomb of Liu Ci, Linyi; the tomb of Prince Ai at Changyi, Hongtushan, Juye;
the tomb of Prince of Lu at Jiulongshan, Qufu; the mausoleum of Prince of Jibei at Changqing and Tomb No.1 at
Xiaowangzhuang, Ji'ning. Jades have also been unearthed from Han tombs in Fanshi, Jiaxiang; Baimushan,
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Liangshan; Wanglingshan, Dongping; Yinqueshan, Linyi; Jingshan, Jishui; Dongjiazhuang, Laixi; and Zhifudao,
Yantai. As evident, Han jades are rich and numerous in number in Shandong, yet unfortunately most aristo-
cratic tombs have been plundered.

Jades unearthed from the tomb of Liu Ciin Linyi include a gold-threaded shroud, a set of hand-held jades, a
white jade seal, an agate seal, and ajade sword guard”. In addition to jade pendants, gui, belt hooks, mouth
plugs, small-scale horse and pig sculptures, 28 bi were unearthed from the burial at Hongtushan, Juye. Sword
fittings include pommel, guard, chape and slide. Jade shroud pieces, pendants, gui, and bi were also unearthed
from the Lu Prince Tomb at Jiulongshan, Qufu. Nine orifice plugs, sword chape, hand-held pigs, six bi, one
pillow set, and face cover were unearthed from the royal mausoleum at Jibei, Changging. Jade small pointed
pendants (xi), sword guards and pommels, and a small number of shroud pieces were also found within Tomb
No.1 at Xiaowangzhuang, Ji'ning. The art of openwork decoration continues to be even more popular during
the Western through Eastern Han periods than during the Eastern Zhou. Compositional motifs break new
ground reflected in complementary structures in harmonious and elegant balance and in a lively artistic
expression. Carving techniques and incised linear decoration seek clarity and refinement in expression. The
hallmark of this period is the increased use of fine incised line. In summary, the two Han periods in Shandong
witness a continued height in jade working, a richness in numbers and types of jades, despite the lack of extant
aristocratic tombs with jades.

After the Han period, sites in Shandong with jades decrease. By the Three Kingdoms, two Jin and Northern and
Southern Dynasty, jades almost completely disappear from the record. Only one white jade ring is known from
Tomb no.1 at Yingshan, Jiaxiang of Sui period and none are known from Tang or Five Dynasties. Little change
appears during the Song and Yuan periods, and at present unearthed artifacts include nine pieces of agate from
two Song tombs at Diaoyushan, Jiaxiang. Crystal beads, a jade box, a jade basin, and a dragon and bird jade
hairpin were discovered in another Song tomb at Mujiadian, Qixia'. One white jade plaque with openwork
decoration of a phoenix was unearthed from the tomb of Cao Yuanyong of Yuan dynasty in Jiaxiang' .

The Ming dynasty is represented by the tomb of Zhu Tan, the then Prince of Lu, jades including two belts,
two pendants, two gui, a brush handle, a dark green jade brush holder, a light green jade ink stone, a crystal
deer, a white jade cup with floral decoration, and a pictorial decorated seal™. Carving techniques include bas-
relief, openwork and carving in the round is used to create human figurines and floral imagery. The Ming style
is profound and moving in representing anew another degree of refinement in the art of working jade.
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Chronology

Neolithic Period (ca. 8000 — 2000 BC)
Houli Culture (ca. 6400 — 5700 BC)
Dawenkou Culture (ca. 4300 — 2500 BC)
Longshan Culture (ca. 2500 — 2000 BC)

Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)

Shang Dynasty (ca. 1600 — 1100 BC)

Western Zhou (ca. 1100 — 771 BC)

Eastern Zhou (770 — 256 BC)

Spring and Autumn Period (770 — 476 BC)
Warring States Period (475 — 221 BC)

Qin Dynasty (221 — 207 BC)

Han Dynasty (206 BC — AD 220)
Western Han (206 BC — AD 8)

Xin (Wang Mang Usurpation)(9 — 23)
Eastern Han (25 — 220)
Three Kingdoms (220 — 265)
Wei (220 — 265)
Shu Han (221 — 263)
Wu (222 — 280)
Jin Dyansty (265 — 420)
Western Jin (265 — 316)
Sixteen Kingdoms (304 — 439)
Eastern Jin (317 — 420)

Southern Dynasties (420 — 589)

Northern Dynasties (386 — 581)

Sui Dynasty (581 — 618)

Tang Dynasty (618 — 907)

Five Dynasties (907 — 960)

Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125)

Song Dynasty (960 — 1279)

Northern Song (960 — 1127)
Southern Song (1127 — 1279)

Western Xia (1032 — 1234)

Jin Dynasty (1115 — 1234)

Yuan Dynasty (1279 — 1368)

Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644)

Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
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