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Introduction
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ERFRELZRASEREE S FN “BELIR”, %LLHW: International English Lan-

guage Testing System,

Put in Use

7/ Complete the conversation by filling in the blanks based on the hints given in Chinese.

Key:

1.

= o

Congratulations on

‘What other exams are you going to take

- Have you registered for the test already

Not yet
you’d better enter for it now
Thank you

2 Complete the conversation by translating the Chinese into English.

Key:

1.

W oo By ‘b o L IO

—_
=]

For what

Have you ever been to the United States

In fact, I’ve never been to that country

I listened a lot to recordings and the radio

Why did you choose American accent rather than British

My first foreign teacher happened to be an American

Do you often come to this English Corner

1 enjoy talking to people from different schools, especially those from different countries

I cannot agree more / quite agree

. and guess what




Practical English

Listen and Decode

7 Listen to the 10 short conversations and do the multiple choice exercises below.
Key: 1. 2. ¢ 3. b 4. d 5.d
6. a 7. a 8. b 9 ¢ 10. b

=]

Scripts:
L. What do you think of the writing part of today’s English test?
Nobody could have ever imagined that sort of writing.

What did the woman think of the writing part of the test?

Now that we’ve passed the written test, do you plan to enter for the oral test?
Plan to? I've already been preparing for it, just like you.
What do we know about the two speakers?

[
=T 0oE¥EZ ©LEX

Listening comprehension has always been a horror for me; but certainly not for you, I
guess.
As a matter of fact, I feel most comfortable with it.

What did the man say about his listening comprehension?

I hear you got a very high score in the TOEFL test. Your English must be excellent.
Well, if you spent as much time as I did, your English would be much better than mine.

What do we know about the woman’s English study?

>
L 0OEE ©0F%

Is it still possible to register for the PRETCO test today? They say it has closed
already. “

If you come half an hour later, it won’t be avaﬂable.

What do we know about the registration for the PRETCO test?

I really can’t help marveling at your spoken English. Is there any secret?
For me, the best way to improve spoken English is to practice as often as possible.
What did the woman say about the man’s spoken English?

The poster you created for the English Corner attracted a lot of students.
I was afraid its style was so new nobody would care to look at it.

What’s the possible reason for the poster to draw much attention?

E 0% OKE ©EF

What do you think is the most important language skill for us: listening, speaking,

reading or writing?




Unit 1 English Studies and Tests

It's really hard to say. But I think a good command of spoken English is essential.
Which language skill does the man think is most necessary?

It’s eight years now since I started learning English at middle school.
But I began two years earlier than you did, from the fourth year at primary school.

How long has the man been studying English?

10.

I enjoy attending the English classes because we get lots of chances to practice.

So do L. I'm particularly fond of pair work. We can talk to different partners in
English.

Why do the two s

T TR

2 0% £

peakers enjoy their English lessons?

A o s e R e

Listen and Judge

2 Listen to Dialogue 1 and decide whether the statements are true or false. Write T/ F
accordingly.
Key: 1. T 2. F 3. F 4. F 5. T

Script:
Smith:  Hi, Zhang Fan, what’s the hurry?
Zhang:  Good morning, Mr. Smith. I'm going to the Classroom Building to take a test at 9:00.
Smith: A test on Saturday? What is it?
Zhang: It’s called PRETCO, short for Practical English Test for Colleges.
Smith:  Oh, I see. I've heard of it. But there’s still nearly half an hour before the test begins.
Zhang:  Iknow, but I must find my seat according to the registration number. And what’s more,
I need some time to get into the right state of mind.
Smith:  Aha, that’s the point. But take it easy. Since your English is good, you don’t have to |
WOITY. %
Zhang:  To tell you the truth, I've been feeling nervous since yesterday.
Smith:  Oh, really? But most people have the same feeling before a test. You know, Zhang,

anxiety does more harm than good.
Zhang:  Thanks, Mr. Smith, for your encouragement. I feel much better now. Bye!
Bye! And good luck!

Listen and Echo

38 Listen to Dialogue 2 and give short answers to the following questions.

Key: 1. listening comprehension 2. is wrong 3. vocabulary and grammar
4. the messages of the passage 5. Radio, English videos and TV
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Script:

Wang:  Mr. Black, could you please give me some advice on how to improve listening
comprehension?

Black:  This is a problem for most Chinese students. In fact, many students have asked me the
same question.

Wang:  Why is it so difficult to understand English through listening?

Black: A good question. I think that has a lot to do with the way you listen.

Wang:  Can you be more specific?

Black:  You see, when Chinese students listen to English, they usually pay too much attention
to grammar and vocabulary.

Wang:  You are right. But how can I make improvement?

Black:  You should concentrate more on the messages you are listening to. You can even ignore
some words or phrases you don’t understand, or try to guess their meanings through
the context.

Wang: Isee. ButI find it rather boring listening to the tapes.

Black:  You can also listen to radios and watch English videos. They are usually more interesting

than the listening exercises in textbooks.
Wang: That’s a good idea. Thanks.

Listen and Read
# Listen to the following passage carefully and fill in the blanks based on what you have heard.
Key: 1. where you are going 2. it would be wise
3. you’re going to 4. change over time
5. some everyday vocabulary 6. have no trouble understanding
7. we all share 8. wherever you go

Script:
British English or American English?

As an American, naturally I speak American English. As to which one is better to learn, British
English or American English, that all depends on where you are going or which particular culture
you’re interested in. If you’re going to America, it would be wise to learn American English. If it’s
England you’re going to, then study the English of its mother country.

As to which language is better, the question is a silly one. Naturally, England is the country of
origin of the English language, but all languages change over time. The English today do not speak like
Shakespeare. Despite the differences in pronunciation, some spelling, and some everyday vocabulary,
English speakers, for the most part, have no trouble understanding each other. No matter what type of

English you study, if you master the grammar, pronunciation, and the vocabulary we all share, it

should not be a problem to be understood by English speakers wherever you go.
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Passage One

Information Related to the Reading Passage

English Language

English is a Germanic language of the Indo-European family. It is the second most spoken language in
the world. Mandarin (Chinese) is spoken by more people, but English is by far the most widespread of the
world’s languages.

It is estimated that there are nearly 400 million native speakers and 400 million who use English as a
second language and a further 100 million use it as a foreign language. It is the language of science, aviation,
computing, diplomacy, and tourism. English plays a part in the cultural, political or economic life of many
countries. Today, English is the native or official language of not only England and the United States but
also Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, Kenya, South Africa, Trinidad, Jamaica and more — lands on
every continent of this planet. It is listed as the official or co-official language of over 45 countries and is
spoken extensively in other countries where it has no official status.

This compares to 27 for French, 20 for Spanish and 17 for Arabic. This spectacular domination is
without parallel in history. Although speakers of French, Spanish and Arabic may disagree, English is well
on its way to becoming the unofficial international language of the world. Half of all business deals are
conducted in English. Two thirds of all scientific papers are written in English. Over 70% of all post/mail is
written and addressed in English. Most international tourism and aviation is conducted in English.

English has without a doubt become the global language.

Lanquage Points

7 Explanation of Difficult Sentences

1. (Para. 1) A language belongs to a group of people and a word or saying means what the speech community
has made it mean.
Analysis: This is a compound complex sentence introduced by and and what. And here means “so”,
expressing the result. The speech community here refers to “the people who speak the language in a
certain area”. ... and a word or saying means what the speech community has made it mean is equal to
“the meaning of a word or saying is determined by the people who speak it”.
Translation: 1835 38 Tk — 8 2 WO\ , T 17 76 80 % 1B A ROSOWR YEX FE = R AFIFTRCT 8.

2. (Para. 1) Sometimes the British words and phrases can stay so unfamiliar that they cause funny

coincidences like these from my own life:

Analysis: In this sentence, “so ... that” introduces an adverbial clause of result. Besides, “so ... that” can




