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Jades Unearthed from Shaanxi

Liu Yunhui

The earliest jades known in Shaanxi, small in number and type, and simple in shape and working technique,
belong to the Laoguantai Culture'. The distribution of jades belonging to the Yangshao Culture currently is -
primarily in Guanzhong and southern Shaanxi. The largest number of jades was discovered at the site of
Longgangsi, Nanzheng. Representative types include the jade knife with drilled holes and middle spine, and a
turquoise arc-shaped pendant (huang) taking the shape of the “ 17” graph. In addition the T-shaped black jade
hairpin is another widely distributed type associated with the Yangshao Culture.

Longshan period jades are primarily distributed in northern Shaanxi, as represented by Shimao and Xinhua
in Shenmu, and Lushanmao in Yan’an?, and secondarily are distributed in the Guanzhong area. The most
popular jade types of this era are the jade yazhang (zhang scepter with flaking edge serrations) and large knife’.
Exemplary is the largest and widest knife blade, measuring 77.5 cm long, 32.5 cm wide at the top and 1cm.
thick, with five perforated holes, from the site of Wangmazui, Long County. The seven holes knife blade,
trapezoidal in shape, unearthed in the remains at Lushanmao is characterized by flanking side small flange
Decor whose profile suggests the shape of a female wearing an Eastern Yi style hat. The height of jade working
is reflected by the extremely thin jades unearthed from two sites, Shimao and Xinhua in Shenmu County.

Various prehistoric cultural jades continue to appear in later dated tombs and sites in Shaanxi, as represented,
for example by the Hongshan Culture jade owl pendant and jade “pig-dragon” (or coiled dragon) unearthed
from the Spring and Autumn, Warring States tomb at Fengxiang and by the Liangzhu Culture jade tube (cong)
found amidst remains of the Longshan site, Lushanmao. In addition, is the cong type from the latter site that is
characterized by a mixture of cultural influences, the Shaanxi Longshan, Liangzhu and Eastern Yi. Another
major and the most substantial influence is the Shijiahe Culture, as reflected in the eagle-shaped jade hairpin
from Shimao, by the openwork phoenix decorated hairpin from Lushanmao, and the semi-human spirit-shaped
pendants from Western Zhou tombs in Chang’an and Fengchu, Zhouyuan.

The few Shang jades that have been discovered in Shaanxi are mostly concentrated in the eastern suburbs of
Xi’an at Laoniupo* and the Fengji tomb at Liujia, Fufeng. A large jade dagger-axe (ge), jade cong, and jade owl
pendant were unearthed from the first site and a pair of late Shang period parrots was unearthed from the
latter tomb.

Approximately 3,000 jades are known to have been unearthed from Western Zhou tombs in Shaanxi, and
these come primarily from three areas, including Zhouyuan between Fufeng and Qishan®, State Yu cemetery at
Baoji Municipality®, and Fenghao area in Chang’an’. The number and quality of jades, and size of the tomb
directly reflect the status of the deceased during Western Zhou times. Types are fairly standardized, in consist-
ing of four categories: ritual, ornamental, utilitarian and burial jades. Those most likely belonging to the ritual
category include large jade ge and jade tablet (gui insignia), as represented by the Taibao jade ge from Qishan ®
and the dragon decorated jade ge from Jingshu burial at Zhangjiapo. The cong during the Western Zhou period
is ritual in function. The square-hole jade cong and phoenix decorated cong from the Western Zhou tomb at
Zhangjiapo are quite distinctive. The most representative huang during the Western Zhou era is the type deco-
rated with a pair of dragons with reverted heads. The number of jade huang per jade pendant set is intimately
connected with the rank of the deceased while alive. Ornaments are divisible into mythical animal types,
mythical semi-humans, living animal types, single human figurines, and ornamental types for daily use. Mythi-
cal animal jade types primarily include dragon pendants, phoenix pendants, and a combination of dragon and
phoenix-decorated and shaped pendants. Mythical semi-human jade images frequently combine with human
and dragon or human, dragon and bird parts. Figurines in jade are rendered in crouched position, in triangular
shape and in profile. Real animal types include the deer, tiger, pig, rabbit, snake, tortoise, fish, silkworm,
cicada, phoenix and variations of the bird. Ornamental types include the slit ring, wrist bracelet, xi, twisted silk
or rope-shaped pendant, and shield-shaped pendant. Utilitarian types in jade include the ear pick, a bar used
for stunning and thumb ring. Burial jades include the face cover, mouth plug and hand-held object. In
addition, burial jades decorating the coffin include fish and cowries.

The majority of Western Zhou jades are carved into flat pieces that emphasize a cut-out type of profile, and
three-dimensional figurines are rarely seen. Circumscribing outlines usually define major characteristics of
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Jades Unearthed from Shaanxi

animals and humans, and then a small number of incised lines are used to create details. For example, the
seven jade deer unearthed from Tomb No.1 at Rujiazhuang are lively, carved into cut-out shapes of the animal
almost without any Décor or detail, except for major features that are incised with a single line, to highlight
eyes, ears, snouts and hooves. A few examples of jades carved in the round with incised details include the ox
head pendant from Tomb 9 at Rujiazhuang. The head faces frontward as a rather thick vertically oriented short
stalk with details of two horns, a nose and a mouth, simply rendered on another wide frontal face. Another
example of the simple sculptural type is the human wearing a dragon headed crown from Tomb No.25 at
Huangdui, Fufeng. In style, both jade types are simple and descriptive.

Approximately 1,500 jades have been unearthed from Spring and Autumn and Warring States tombs in
Shaanxi, primarily from remains at Yongcheng, one of the Qin capitals, Fengxiang County”, Duke Jinggong of
Qin burial'®, Tomb No.2 at Yimen, Baoji"", remains at Xianyangcheng'?, State Qin burials at Zhuanjiaocun,
Xunyi®, and Qin Dynasty sacrificial pits at Lujiakoucun and Lianzhicun in the northern suburbs of Xi’an™.

In Shaanxi, Spring and Autumn period jades are primarily Qin in style yet a sizeable number are also Chu in
style, as represented, for example, by the jade disk (bi), huang and belt buckle from Tomb No.2 at Yimen. In
addition to other pendant ornaments, including small axe shapes, tubes and tiger shapes, all are decorated with
bas-relief images of interlaced dragons (kui), the hallmark of Chu style. One jade huang from the same tomb is
particularly notable since on one side it is decorated with an incised Qin style dragon head motif and on the
other with a Chu style bas-relief carving of interlaced dragons, a clear sign of interchange between cultural
types. Qin style jade-working emerges during the early period of the Spring and Autumn, develops during the
middle period , and matures during the late period. Three major aspects of these jades help in defining their
character. First, typologically Spring and Autumn jades are rich in number of shapes, including long and
rectangular plaques with serrated edges and openwork décor , palace lantern-shaped openwork pendants,
crescent-shaped pendants, horse bridle-shaped pendants, chisel-shaped pendants, -shaped pendants, open-
work #-shaped pendants, triangular-shaped openwork pendants, long bent corner-shaped pendants, pointed
double feet-shaped pendants, T -shaped pendants, shield-shaped pendants, U-shaped pendants, bell-shaped
pendants, horse head pendants, bird head-shaped belt buckles, and long serrated obliquely angled-shaped
ornaments. Most of these jade shapes are not witnessed elsewhere in Spring and Autumn burials.

Second, motifs decorating Spring and Autumn period jades in Shaanxi in the Qin style include incised varia-
tions of the dragon with reverted body parts in a rectangular shape, and multiple variations of this dragon type
which may feature complete representation of the dragon head, horns, whiskers, eyes, nose, mouth, fangs, body
and tail, and simplifications of the latter features, especially those formed without a body or tail, featuring only
the head, namely, the so-called dragon head motif. Some of the dragon patterns are reduced to S-motifs, the so-
called Qin style dragon motif. Third, carving techniques reflecting the Qin style are primarily limited to fine
incised line, with few examples featuring low relief or sculpting in the round. Openwork is next in popularity.
Most openwork edges are square and form openings in the form of interlinking cloud motifs, L -shapes, /\ -
shapes, L-shapes, I-shapes, T-shapes and double interlocked feet. The perforated holes designed for attachment
on these jades are common and take various shapes, executed, for example, from the back side only, some
pierced at an angle from the back side, others forming two interlinked perforations, and still others with several
different types of holes. The working technique exhibiting how perforated edges are cut on a jade piece also
commonly appears visible to the eye in Qin jade-working.

Qin style jades during the Warring States period are represented by two types, which are the hallmark of Qin
style throughout the Warring States period. The two popular types include huan ornaments with Qin style
dragons in T -shapes in interlocking rings and chisel-shaped ornaments with Qin style dragon motifs and
animal faces. A set of jade pendants discovered in the Qin burial at Zhuanjiaocun, Xunyi County is presently
the largest set known during the Warring States period. Sets of pendants in Chu style are usually decorated
with dragon and phoenix motifs, as represented by jades unearthed at Xianyangcheng of Qin. The largest
medium-size jade cup, of exquisite workmanship, dating to the late Warring States period, is the example on a
tall stem standing in saucer and decorated with hooks of interlocking cloud and grain motifs, discovered at
Chezhangcun, in the western suburbs of Xi’an. The largest amount of Warring States Qin jades, totaling 300
sacrificial types, was discovered in the sacrificial Qin pits from two areas in the northern suburbs of Xi’an. Most
are simple shapes, crudely worked, representing male and female figurines, but there is also a singular example
of a bi reworked into a pig shape’.
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Jades Unearthed from Shaanxi

Over 300 jades of Han period have been excavated in Shaanxi, with the most important coming from the
surroundings of Xi’an'® and from the Western Han Imperial Mausoleum in Yuanshang, Xianyang". The highest
ranking jade of Han period yet discovered is the “The Imperial Seal of the Empress” unearthed in the vicinity of
the Changing Mausoleum. On the basis of the script style and location of the discovery, it is likely that this jade
seal was used by the early Han Empress Lu. Currently the largest Western Han jade and the most exquisite and
naturalistic representative of this era is the “ring knocker (pushou)” with four taotie animal heads, discovered in
the environs of the Maoling Mausoleum. A gem of jade-working that reflects Western Han imperial belief in
immortality is the jade heavenly horse with immortal equestrian found in the foundation remains of the Weiling
Mausoleum of Han Emperor Yuan. Other outstanding pieces of the highest quality jade-working during the
Han Dynasty are those from the same site representing an eagle, a bear and two bixie (an imaginary beast
sometimes translated as winged lion). The latter jade is worked out of Hetian nephrite into lively and expres-
sive forms that are descriptive and representational and in terms of quality break new ground, superceding pre-
Qin jade-working styles. Although the two jade bixie are small, in terms of beauty they outrank the large-scale
stone bixie that flank the spirit way in front of the Han, Wei and Six Dynasties mausoleums. Another rare work
of Han jade art, from Changling Mausoleum, is represented by a male head, 10.2 cm tall, with elaborate head-
dress decoration.

There are many unusual and rare types of jade works of art from the Han period. An unusual jade sword
pommel decorated with a pointed mouth animal composed of part dragon, tiger and bear was unearthed from a
Han tomb in the northern suburbs of Xi’an. The skill with which multiple animals are carved and the ideology
and thought provoked by the image cause a feeling of exhilaration. The sword pommel with an elaborate
design of grain nodules and feline dragon motifs, tiger and phoenix head motifs, unearthed from the Han tomb
in the western suburbs of Xianyang, is defined on top and bottom by further rich array of ornamental motifs.
The eagle-shaped sword pommel in jade from the Han tomb at Longgangsi, Nanzheng is currently one of a
kind. Another gem in terms of high quality workmanship and refinement of form for Western Han jade belt
buckles is represented by the fine and hard jade complex of many animals, including rabbit, feline dragon, and
animal head in combination with an inner iron core decorated with linear patterns, unearthed from the palace
remains of Jianzhang. Two sets of interlocking and complex yet complete sets of jade pendants were unearthed
from the tomb of a husband and wife pair of the Dou clan of Western Han. A double-monkey decorated thumb
ring-shaped pendant, a deformed monkey and bear decorated ring, an openwork phoenix decorated pendant, a
crowned human-shaped pendant and a dancing figurine are all witnessed for the first time. Also witnessed for
the first time in Han is the image of a goat with single horn and tines worked in a circular flat shape, unearthed
from the remains of the arsenal at Chang’an'®. A sculpture of handsome color, unearthed at Jiaqucun, Pucheng
County, is the largest known jade ox carved in the round of Western Han period. A large pair of lively and
stylistically descriptive pig sculptures was excavated from a Han tomb at Shanmenkou, Xi’an Municipality. The
earliest crystal seal and the only one known thus far in Han times was unearthed from the burial of Chen
Qingshi in Nancun, the Weiyang area of Xi’an. Although partially broken the jade bixie unearthed in Baoji is
currently the largest known example from Eastern Han times, and is purposely exuberant, full of life and
ferocious demeanor.

One of the more prominent forms of Han jades, in terms of number in Shaanxi is the jade bi, with a multitude
of decorative types. Décor types include whorls, grain motifs, cattail motifs, cloud scroll with double body
animal face motifs, grain with double body animal face and phoenix motifs, cattail with dragon (kui) and
phoenix motifs, double eagle motifs, openwork plaited cord motifs, nipple motifs, nipple and dragonized tiger
motifs, and bi with inscribed words on surrounding edges. Two of the decorative motifs on bi that are not
witnessed in other areas of Han China are those featuring the double eagle and openwork plaited cord motifs.
The grain and double body animal face with phoenix motifs on one bj, that are in turn from inside out divided
into two further circular pieces filled with round headed pointed hook curls, probably represent Chu style. The
latter type is currently the largest decorated bi in Han times. It is incised with an inscription of five characters

“ > x+—") reading “661” on its side, probably indicating the number of the bi, a truly remarkable piece, well
representing a large-scale jade-working during the Han period.

During the short periods of Northern Zhou and Sui, when the capital was located at Chang’an, Shaanxi,
although jade production and use was at low ebb, a small quantity of expertly worked jades has been
discovered. The latter include a set of eight huan (ring) diexie type jade belt unearthed from the Northern Zhou
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Piaogi General, Ruo Ganyun’s tomb at Xianyang in June of 1988 and outside of high quality craftsmanship and
standardization, this intact belt with interlinking pieces is the earliest thus far known". A white jade cup with a
gold rim, hairpin and animal-shape pendants, unearthed from the Sui burial of Li Jingxun in Liangjiazhuang,
Xi’an in 1957, is representative of the excellent heights reached in jade-working during the Sui Dynasty.

The great and powerful empire of the Tang, economically flourishing and internationally reknown, was
stimulus for recovering the masterful art of jade-working. Over a half a century, excavations have uncovered
over 100 groups of characteristic and special Tang jades from Chang’an and its environs. In October of 1970, the
famous storage pit of cultural relics contained in a swing handle jar (guan) and two ceramic urns (weng) was
unearthed at Hejiacun in the southern suburbs of Xi’an. Outside of the well-known gold and silver objects, are
the numerous jades and other precious stone objects, currently the largest number of jades known in Tang times,
with a total of 10 belts divided between a nine ring diexie type belt, a carved lion decorated white jade belt, a
mottled jade belt, a white jade belt with perforated decor , a white jade belt with carved musicians, instrument
and lion décor, a milk white jade belt, a pure white jade rectangular belt latch, an inlaid bone jade belt, a deeply
mottled jade belt and white agate hinge. Five additional items include an argali ram headed agate cup, a white
jade octagonal and long cup with honeysuckle flower decoration, an octagonal and long crystal cup, a long
agate cup and an agate mortar. Other types include a jade staff, square jade, crystal ornaments, seven sapphire
pieces, six green jade parts, two pieces of amethyst, and one yellow crystal piece. Four jade arm ring bracelets
were either inlaid with gold leaf and precious stones or inlaid with gold.

One crystal pig-shaped pendant and a perfectly intact belt inscribed “Jade Swing Handled, Gold Framed,
Pearls and Precious Stones Inlaid, Diexie Belt”, dating to 627, the 1st year of the Zhengguan reign period,
belongs to the Zhonglang General Dou Jiao, from the tomb in Nanliwangcun, Chang’an, Shaanxi. The latter
belt is unique and unusual, made with great care and rich decor . Three sets of intact and complete jade belts
decorated with themes of drinking, feasting and music-making were found in a Tang storage pit at Zhangbagou
in Xi’an®. A white jade pendant inlaid with gold thread was unearthed at Sunjiawancun in Xi’an. The design
in gold thread is both Asian and West Asian in style, thus, it is considered to represent an import that was
reworked by a Tang Chinese craftsman.

The discovery of the cellar in the Famen Temple, Fufeng, Shaanxi in 1987, includes important jades, the most
important of which are the two Buddhist finger reliquaries, which include a jade coffin honoring the Buddhist
finger, a crystal coffin chamber, a crystal pillow, a crystal flower bud, a crystal sphere, in addition to a wu ifu
stone with gold frame decorated with pearl beads, a pure gold container with pearl bead decoration, a Han
white jade King Asoka pagoda, and a Han white jade double eave spirit tent. The coffin chamber in crystal is
particularly beautifully crafted, with an outer décor set in precious stones and gold flowers, and within the jade
coffin is a gate and seat, and further inside lays the bone of the Buddha’s true body.

There are only a few noteworthy jade discoveries known from the Song and Jin periods in Shaanxi, such as the
natural and descriptive human figurine sculpted in the round from Xujiazhai, Weiyangqu, Xian. The jade pen-
dant in the form of a parrot holding flowers in its beak, has a profoundly beautiful expression, and is worked with
both fine and crude incised detail into separate layers. Another jade ring decorated with a lively and spirited
program of feline dragons, and soft and full bodied flowers and tendrils is worked out of high quality jade into
several openwork layers of high relief interconnected with incised and carved details. Archeologists excavated in
the Xi’an Jiaotong University a jade pendant with tortoise, deer and wild goose images whose outer edge was
worked through several different carving modes into a program of pine, bamboo, fungus and other lively auspi-
cious symbols. From a Yuan dynasty tomb in Chang’an, several Jin Dynasty jades were unearthed, including a
pendant with a reverted head and flying phoenix, which in quality of jade, form, decor and carving technique
ranks in the first class, and was probably taken as plunder when the Yuan conquered the Jin.

The most significant jades in Shaanxi of Yuan period include various distinctive pieces, one of which is a
round-shaped pendant featuring an openwork deécor of plum blossoms, made out of dense jade, with an outer
edge decorated with a circular ring of bamboo nodules and openwork bamboo leaves and plum flowers. From
the standpoint of subject and working style, the jade is Song in date. Another pendant was formed out of a
peach shape with an openwork décor of pines and deer, and reflects a theme popular in Song and Jin eras but
does not possess the fine working of Jin Dynasty styles. In addition is another small jade belt buckle with the
top taking the shape of an abstract dragon head. Various other jades include a belt buckle decorated with a
naturalistic dragon head and its extension decorated with a low relief carved feline dragons holding in their
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mouths the immortal fungus, lingzhi. Four white jade wild geese, unearthed from Hejiacun in east of Xi'an,
although small are of fine workmanship. A pendant in the form of a child and an ox is roughly worked, yet
conceptually novel, and is characterized by a large number of circular perforations representing eyes and
nostrils. The multiple dragon type belt buckles, unearthed from Wahutongcun in the Dayan Pagoda area of
Xi’an, is rather large, is carved into naturalistically descriptive forms, and carries a long rectangular shaped hole
for attachment.

The few examples of Ming and Qing jades unearthed from Shaanxi are primarily jade belts. Archeologists
unearthed in the Xi’an Jiaotong University a two-layered openwork dragon decorated belt end plaque of Ming
period that was roughly cut but finely carved and abraded. The latter mode of working is typical of Ming style.
Another belt, unearthed at Nankuomen, is of leather fit with jade plaques. The peach-shaped jade plaques are
inlaid into bronze frames with buckles on the back for the leather to pass through. A representative of Qing jade
working is the heart-shaped jade pendant with a feline dragon image from Hejiacun east of Xi’an. The quality
of jade is first rate, the carving refined, yet does not have the liveliness of the dragons carved during the Han
Dynasty. Other jades, various baubles representing children in loveable forms and lively poses, and pendants
representing auspicious symbols, such as ruyi, a complex of gourds, bats, or pendant images of the legendary
Liu Hai playing with the gold toad have been unearthed from Sanyaocun in Xi’an.
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Chronology
WA S (92 7CRT 8000 — Bl 2000 4 ) Neolithic Period (ca. 8000 — 2000 BC)
EESCE (2923 TR 4800 — i 2700 4 ) Yangshao Culture (ca. 4800 — 2700 BC)
ST (2922 ICRT 4000 — B 3000 48 ) Hongshan Culture (ca. 4000 — 3000 BC)
ARMCH (2925 7T 2500 — /i 2200 4) Shijiahe Culture (ca. 2500 — 2200 BC)
stk (2922 CHT 2500 — R 2000 4F) Longshan Culture (ca. 2500 — 2000 BC)
B (ATTHT20 — i 16 HH40) Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)
ﬁﬁ (2ATTCHET 16 — @i 11 #42) Shang Dynasty (ca. 1600 — 1100 BC)
JE (ATCHET 11 g — |/ 771 48) Western Zhou (ca. 1100 — 771 BC)
%CFJ (2N TTHT 770 — B 256 4F) Eastern Zhou (770 — 256 BC)
FFK (ATTHT 770 — Bi 476 4E) Spring and Autumn Period (770 — 476 BC)
RE (TR 475 — R 221 4F) Warring States Period (475 — 221 BC)
Z4 (ATCHT 221 — Fi 207 48) Qin Dynasty (221 — 207 BC)
A (ATCHET 206 — 2278 220 48) Han Dynasty (206 BC — AD 220)
PEIL (ATCRET 206 — A TC 8 4F) Western Han (206 BC — AD 8)
HigE (A9 — 234F) Xin (Wang Mang Usurpation)(9 — 23)
ZRIL (ATT25 — 2204F) Eastern Han (25 — 220)
=H (AIT220 — 265 4) Three Kingdoms (220 — 265)
B (AATT 220 — 265 4F) Wei (220 — 265)
B (ATE221 — 263 4F) Shu Han (221 — 263)
£ (AT 222 — 280 4F) Wu (222 — 280)
I (LNTE 265 — 420 4F) Jin Dyansty (265 — 420)
FEE (ATC265 — 316 4F) Western Jin (265 — 316)
+5E (AT 304 — 439 4E) Sixteen Kingdoms (304 — 439)
RE (ATT317 — 420 4F) Eastern Jin (317 — 420)
FaEl (A JC 420 — 589 4F) Southern Dynasties (420 — 589)
b (A7 386 — 581 4%) Northern Dynasties (386 — 581)
Bt (AT 581 — 618 4F) Sui Dynasty (581 — 618)
B (27T 618 — 907 4F) Tang Dynasty (618 — 907)
Hi’rtJrE! (78907 — 960 4E) Five Dynasties (907 — 960)
& (AT 907 — 1125 4) Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125)
ﬂ‘€1 [ (278960 — 1279 4E) Song Dynasty (960 — 1279)
gk (278960 — 1127 4£) Northern Song (960 — 1127)
B (AT 1127 — 1279 48) Southern Song (1127 — 1279)
PHE (AT 1032 — 1234 48) Western Xia (1032 — 1234)
&/ (ATE 1115 — 1234 4F) Jin Dynasty (1115 — 1234)
Tt (AT 1279 — 1368 4F) Yuan Dynasty (1279 — 1368)
HRE (A 7T 1368 — 1644 4) Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644)
HIE (ATC 1644 — 1911 4F) Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
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