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The Middle
Eastern Bazaar

€D Middle East (fi%

It’s a geographic and cultural region located in southwestern Asia and northeast-
ern Africa. The geopolitical term Middle East, first coined in 1902, originally re-
ferred to the Asian region south of the Black Sea between the Mediterranean Sea to
the west and India to the east. In modern scholarship, the term refers collectively to
the Asian countries of Bahrain, Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Israel (and the Israeli-occupied
West Bank) » Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tur-
key, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen, and the African country of Egypt. A
broader, more cultural definition might include the Muslim countries of Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Sudan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. The area was viewed
as midway between Europe and East Asia (traditionally called the Far East). The
area is mostly arid with hot, dry summers and cool winters, It contains about 65
percent of the world’s oil reserves, primarily in the states bordering the Persian
Gulf. Oil is the region's main export. The first civilizations of the Middle East,
which grew in the valleys of the Nile, Tigris, and Euphrates rivers, are among the
oldest in the world. Alphabets, law codes, and cities all began in the Middle East,
as did the world’s three great monotheistic religions, Judaism (13th century BC),
Christianity (1st century to 4th century AD) and Islam (7th century AD). Of the
three, Islam continues to mark the region most profoundly. More than 90 percent of
the people of the Middle East are Muslims,
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Gothic architecture and art structures (largely cathedrals and churches) and
works of art were first created in France in the 12th century that spread throughout
Western Europe through the 15th century, and in some locations into the 16th cen-
tury. In architecture, it is a style featuring pointed arches and vaults in windows or
doors, steeply pitched gables, and balanced thrusts in stone masonry. Stone sinews
are visible in the structure, Stone curtain walls achieve great height. This is achieved
with flying buttresses which direct the thrust of the heavy stone walls to prevent col-
lapse. This style flourished in the 1200s through 1400s. Gothic Revival architecture
peaked from the 1750s to about 1900. It became one of the preferred styles for
church architecture in the United States. The style is elaborate and decorative. Some
decorative elements include tracery, gargoyles, pinnacles, and stained glass win-
dows. The Gothic novel takes shape mostly in England from 1790 to 1830 and falls
within the category of Romantic literature. It acts, however, as a reaction against
the rigidity and formality of other forms of Romantic literature. Gothic novels often
rely on eerie medieval externals, such as old castles, monasteries and hidden trap-

doors, for their symbolism.
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9 The Caravanserai (/) E R i) T

Muslim civilization always has been mobile. In the harsh conditions and inhospi-
table countryside of most Islamic countries, travelers had a frequent need for places

of rest and shelter in areas between the widely spaced cities and towns, This led to
the construction of caravansaries. The word “caravanserai” is derived from the Per-
sian “karwan”, which signifies a company of travelers in a serai (large inn). It is be-
lieved that these caravanserais, also known as “khans”, were originally an enclosure
protecting a well which then developed into a unique type of architectural complex.
The main function of a caravanserai was to receive travelers and merchandise, and
therefore space within them was provided in order to store a variety of goods to be
traded. These khans consist of courtyards to stable animals, rooms to lodge the
travelers (manzil or funduq), and storage areas for their goods. The khans which
survive today attest to the spread of civil and mercantile architecture which developed
from the first centuries of Islam onward. In the city of Isfahan (Iran), Shah “Ab-
bas” caravanserai has been turned into luxury hotel
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B —/4]“The Middle Eastern bazaar takes you back hundreds—even thou-
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exotic smells, {442 a vast sombre cavern of a room, A 7% B 35 58 muscular,
massive and stately, Bl )i 45 vast ramshackle, it B Y BL, 40 fade away,
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The text depicts a typical Middle Eastern bazaar with its rich exotic colors. In

the first part (the 1st paragraph), we are thrown into the throngs of people to hear
the din of the crowd and feel the coolness of the bazaar as contrasted to the heat and
glare of the outside square. The bazaar consists of many different parts, of which
the author selects the muted cloth market, the picturesque copper-smiths’ market,
the colorful carpet market, the spice market, the food market, and the dye market
to introduce to the readers. The vaulted streets honeycomb the bazaar. Every here
and there, through a door, you will find a courtyard full of sunlight in which camels
chew their hey leisurely and the merchandise lies beside them. Then in the last part
(the last two paragraphs) the author describes in detail the place to make linseed oil.

@eome

bazaar [ba'zaz] n. (C)a market consisting of a street lined with shops and
stalls, especially one in the Middle East BHRET

stall [sto:] n. a small shop with an open front, especially outdoors, where
goods are sold Bi 5%, 3

cavern ['kaven] n. (C)any large dark enclosed space;a large deep cave KiF
¢, AL (F 38 KT R AOTRD

tinkle ['tigkl] v. to make light ringing sounds & 0T 25

throng ['6ron] n. (C) iterary)a large group of people gathered or crowded

closely together — A HE A, ABE

conceivable [kon'sitvebl] adj. that you can imagine or believe BIABZZIH

din [din] n. (Wa loud, unpleasant noise that lasts for a long time M
B A
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vigorously
would-be

penetrate
muted

deaden
vaulted
sepulchral
trestle
s/
bang
impinge
charcoal
kitchenware

profusion
pungent

sumptuous
pottery

honeycomb
mosque

caravanserai
disdainfully

bale

['vigerasli] adv. energetically; making tremendous vigor (physical
strength) ¥ 7 HE 5%:b , FH hy

['wuld'bi:] adj. used to describe sb. who is hoping to become the type
of person mentioned ¥R MK, FEB B

['penitreit] v.pass into, enter, pierce BEA , &t &t

['mjuwtid] adj. (of sounds) quiet; not as loud as usual (B8 )T,
ZF

['dedn] v.make (a noise or sensation) less intense; make insensitive
BWE--- R BE '’ GRED

('voiltid] adj.made in the shape of an arch or a series of arches; hav-
ing a ceiling or roof of this shape $#tJE 1Y, A HLHAY

[si'palkral] adj. looking or sounding sad and serious; making you
think of death BIZERY; BHZRAY . BAVIAY

['tresl] n.a wooden or metal structure with two pairs of sloping legs
B2 IS

['gild] n.(C)an organization of people who do the same job or who
have the same interests or aims (i3 HOTL, FilA<
[been] v.to hit'sth. in a way that makes a loud noise (FEFE) 5 ,%E
L4

[im'pind3] v.to have a noticeable effect on sth. /sb. , especially a bad
one Xf---P=LEfE A , BEIR

['tfaksul] n.(U)carbon prepared by imperfect burning; piece of char-
coal used for drawing; charcoal drawing (A)$¢; % ; AR EH
['kitfinwes] n.used in shops or stores to describe objects that you use
in a kitchen, such as pans, bowls, etc. 5 RE(RBEIa%)
['prfjuzn] n. (sing. , Ua very large quantity of sth. Jc&
['pand3zent] adj. having a strong taste or smell (4UBRZ) RN, 5k
]

['samptjues] adj. ( formal) very expensive and looking very impres-
sive BN, FHHY

['poteri] n.(Udpots, dishes, etc. made with clay that is baked in an
oven, especially when they are made by hand P58

["hanikeum] v.make full of cavities, like a honeycomb fiA SR
[mosk] n. (C) a building in which Muslims worship & B3 , (722 %
SFBE

['keersveenssrai] n. (C)in the past, a place where travellers could stay
in desert areas of Asia and Africa (FE— 6P HFIEWE R E . H KE
BEFT HE VG BA L) AR - MR

[dis'deinfuli] adv. thinking that sb. /sth. is not good enough to de-
serve your respect 325 Hb,

[beil] n.(C)a large amount of light material pressed tightly together

-5.




