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Preface

For the Chinese people, the Olympic Games mean more than just a sports event. For a
long time, China was unreconciled to not being able to completely involve ‘itself in the Olympic
Games. And in this sense, hosting successful Olympic Games is far more significant for China than
competition in sports.

The most important reason for China’s failure in its first Olympic bid was that ecological
environment in Beijing was not compliant with the international standards. At that time, there were
only annually | 10 blue-sky days in Beijing. After that, China was resolved to take measures to tackle
the environmental pollution problem. Firstly, factories were moved out of the urban area of Beijing.
Secondly, people began to use gas instead of coal. Thirdly, in order to expand the green area in Beijing,
trees, lawn, green roof and vertical planting became more and more popular. All these measures
ensured a record number of blue-sky days in 2008, and made it possible for the Beijing Olympic
Games to a great success.

The greening and trees planting contributed greatly to the success of the Beijing Olympic
Games. On the one hand, the ecological and environmental protectibn played an important role.
On the other, making Beijing more beautiful showed the Chinese people’s hospitality towards friends
from all continents. ; ;

This book, the companion volume of Green Roof written by the author, records the greening
of the city for the Beijing Olympic Games, with a focus on the vertical planting, such as the parterres,
flower posts, and planting on roofs and walls.

Now, the Beijing Olympic Games was over, but the work on the protection and conservation
of national ecological environment is still underway. Vertical planting for green roofs and indoor
space has been accepted by more and more people in China.“Green roof makes people’s life much
healthier and better” is the word written by Chen Junyu, a 92-year-old Academician, in his own
calligraphy for International Centre for the Promotion of Vertical Planting.

The events celebrating the 60th anniversary of China have greatly encouraged the Chinese
people’s enthusiasm for making the country better and stronger. This is true with the work on vertical
planting. This book will show the national beauty in its 60th anniversary and the beauty of greening in
Beijing, with many colorful photographs printed for the readers.

It is fortunate for us to be able to have kept a record of the 2008 Olympic Games and 2009
National Celebrations with our camera and pen. This book, as a gift from the garden workers, is
dedicated to our greater nation and to our hard-working colleagues for Olympic greening and
vertical planting.

2010 Shanghai World Expo * World Green Roof Conference serves as an excellent
platform for international garden designers, architects and researchers to exchanges their ideas
and experiences in the field of green roof technology and discuss matter of the impact of vertical
planting on the global climate on the beautiful Huangpu River in Shanghai. All those present at the
Conference have made great efforts to promote the development of low-carbon livable cities, and
make it possible for people live a much better life. This book is also dedicated to our colleagues in

green roof.

Xianmin Wang
Sprin, 2010
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