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Preface

® —

The rapid evolution of traditional photography into digital imagery
has revolutionized many aspects of medical care. As imaging technology
has developed and new devices and imaging methods refined, the role of
imaging in medicine has greatly expanded. This remarkable book documents
this transition and highlights the many new ways in which digital imaging
is being incorporated into medicine. It provides the reader a rich history
of the early use of photography in medicine and its subsequent development
and expansion as new technologies have made imaging available to more and
more areas of medicine. The integration of both photography and medical
illustration is a particularly important aspect of this field - in spite
of the advances in photography, there are still situations in which the
medical artist’ s ability to simplify and highlight key features is a
significant advantage over the ‘realism’ of photography. The book
also recognizes the technical sophistication required of skilled medical
photographers, but avoids a purely technical focus on how to obtain good
medical images. Instead, it addresses the important aesthetic aspects that
make imaging such a powerful tool for communication.

A major contribution of this book is its distinct description of how
imaging is being used in various specialties. The numerous specialties
that are included provide a rich description of the importance of
linking imaging technology with the unique needs and requirements of the
specialty. These sections address the technical aspects of digital imaging
for practitioners, enabling them to more effectively use photography in
clinical settings, but it still clearly identifies the unique skills and
role of the trained medical photographer. The richness of these chapters
provides an impressive perspective on the critical role of imaging 1in
modern medicine.

This book is remarkable in many ways. Its depth and breadth are
outstanding and the variety of perspectives, both from specialists but
also those in the technical and aesthetic applications of imaging, is
truly impressive. It provides the reader with an exce llent overview of
the current state of the art and its many manifestations and constitutes a
major contribution to the field

Larry D. Gruppen, Ph.D.

Josiah Macy, Jr., Professor of Medical Education
Chair, Dept. of Medical Education

University of Michigan Medical School

Nov. 2009
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As the founder of medical photography and the applied art in
medicine in the early stage of 19th century in China, Mr. Hanchen
Jiang set up these two branches in Peking Union Medical College
Hospital and devoted his whole life on the education and practice

of medical photography and won high appraisals from his peers
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