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1. The Twentieth Century |

W HFEX

Living in the twentieth century has a lot of advantages. Thanks to the devel-
opment of science and technology, we are enjoying a high standard of living.
Furthermore, we are provided with modem conveniences, such as modern means
of communication, labor-saving machines in the home, and means of faster trans-
portation. In a word, the twentieth century has made us richer, healthier and
freer to enjoy our lives.

However, living in the twentieth century also has some disadvantages, First
of all, we are living in an increasingly polluted environment. Two main problems
of pollution are air pollution and water pollution. The second disadvantage is the
depersonalization of human relationships, Part of the reason for this is the devel-
opment of automation and computerization. The final disadvantage is the weake-
ning of spiritual values. This is mainly due to the stress caused by the busy
schedules and the extreme pursuit of money.

Therefore, we must make a concerted effort to make improvement on these
disadvantages for future generations, We should preserve our natural environ-
ment. We should make our lives more meaningful in the increasingly impersonal
world by setting realistic goals, enjoying a hobby and/or physical exercise, and
by maintaining a good, warm relationship with family and friends. Only in this
way can we make the best of the advantages of the twentieth century and get rid of
the disadvantages that lie in our way to happiness.
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( ) 1. Living in the twentieth century has not only & lotof advantages,

9 but also some disadvantages.
( ) 2. Two main problems of pollution are air pollution and environ-
t ment pollution.

() 3. The increasing pollution causes the weakening of spiritual val-
ues.
( ) 4. We must preserve our air and water.
( ) 5. Inno way can we get rid of the disadvantages that lie in our way
to happiness. :
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2. Longer Life Expectancy
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There are three main reasons for the long life expectancy in the modemn
world. The first reason is that people are receiving better medical care. Com-
pared with the past, there are more hospitals, more doctors and nurses. Thanks
to the advances in medical technology, most of the hospitals are equipped with
modern instruments and effective medicines, and most of the doctors and nurses
are armed with advanced medical knowledge and techniques. Moreover, people
are increasingly aware of the importance of seeing a doctor when they feel that they
are not well,

The second reason is that people are eating with improved nutrition. With
the development of science and technology, people’s standard of living is increas-
ing. Nowadays people receive higher salaries and are increasingly aware of the
value of nutrition. Gone are the days when people were stingy in what they ate.
As a result, the health of man is improving from generation to generation.

In addition, people are having more leisure time. Compared with the past,
people are receiving more money for less hard work. That is to say that the stress
of work is decreasing and some money can be spared. These are the two essential
conditions for leisure. Therefore, people may lead meaningful and interesting
@ lives, for example, by enjoying their respective hobbies. This will in tum do

good to health and will certainly extend life time.
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1. Which isnt the main reason for the long life expectancy in the modern
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world?
A. There is better medical care.
B. People can eat with improved nutrition.
C. Pegple receive higher salaries.
D. People are having more leisure time, 9
2. Compared with the past, the number of the hospitals, the doctors and
the nurses will be
. increasing B. decreasing

«»

. increasing and decreasing

. increasing or decreasing

Compared with the past, people are receiving
more money for more hard work

more money for less hard work

less money for more hard work

S -

. less money for less hard work
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3. Science and Technology

»EFRT ' .

Our world has come to rely on convenience and efficiency that science and
technology affords. From nearly every area of life; including transportation,
housing, and communication, science and technology has served to raise and im-
prove man's standard of living. With the invention of electronic devices, appli-
ances have become more accessible and easier to use. Such innovative technology
has also provided the means for people to finish their daily work in a shorter a-
mount of time,

Since ancient and medieval times, science and technology has progressively
developed. From the first stone-age hand axflints sculpted in 250,000 BC, to
modem advances like the computer it is possible o see this change. It even seems
that the technology we have today will be obsolute in a few years. The music in-
dustry for example, over a period of 30 ye.ﬁm has undergone a series of changes.
These changes are evident in the way music has been recorded from records of yes-
terday to the VCD's of today. There is a constant drive not to be satisfied with how
far we have come, but to continue making improvements. Where will this change
take us next?

Therefore,” we should deepen our understanding about science and technology
by studying our necessary course work diligently. We should utilize what we have @
learned and stay informed of the increasing achievements in science and technolo-

& Remaining flexible and open to these changes will allow us to become a part
of this developing world around us,
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1. Which hasn't served to raise and .improve man's standard of living?

] A. transporiation
B. quality of air

L C. communication
D. housing

2. Which is true?

A. -Science and technology has not progressively developed.

B. Technology has provided the means for people to finish their their dai-
ly work in a lot of time,

. We must deeper our knowledge about technology.

D. -Study will allow us to become a part of this developing world around

us.

3. afford convenience and efficency for us?

A. Science and technology

B. Science and culture

(.. Culture and communication

D. Culture and technology
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4. Going into Business Is
Preferable to Teaching

»HERL

In recent years, college graduates in increasing number are attracted away
from teaching by business. Although many high schools and eolleges are lacking
teaching stafl, very few gradustes are willing to consider taking a teaching posi-
tion. Why do so many graduates prefer going into business rather than taking a
teaching position? I

One reason is the ever-widening pay gap between the two professions. For
example, a secretary, an office clerk or a bank employee in big companies can
earn monthly income as high as Rmb 2,000 or even higher. But a college gradu-
ate with a master’s degree can only get a salary of about Rmb 500 per month for his
teaching job, or even less. Another reason is the spiritual pursuit. Working in a

foreign enterprise, a person can actualize his own uniqueness and express his full
range of abilities and talents. By contrast, teaching in a school, one can get “a

o N OB Wi HiH KiBe

certain peace of mind” without making any tough decisions. No wonder, college

#  Graduates are attracted into more lucrative and challenging fields.
Measures must be taken to solve the problem. The compensation of teachers
@  should be increased until the financial requiring is at least comparable with the re-

turn in other professions requiring the same talent and effort. Meanwhile, young
men and women should be encouraged to contribute their part to education—the

glorious career.
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() 1. Inrecent years, college graduates in decreasing number are at-
tracted away from teaching by business.

{ ) 2. The ever-widening pay gap between two professions is a reason
that more graduates become teachers.

( } 3. Graduates have mere interest in more lucrative and challenging
fields.

{ ) 4. One of the measures, tzken to solve the problem, is to increase
the compensatton of teachers.
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