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Internationalizing the Chinese Seript:
Progress in Quokyu Romanization 1937-45

Bar Nmaw Kaxqgiaxw Jonaquox YuweN QUOKDSIHHUAH DI
Demwnraax: Q.H, 1937-45

ARG P B AR R PRI © Q.R. 1937-45

Q. R. (Quokyu Romadzy [#gHt i ¥)

Dannsh wo kooyi gawwy womn tungbau di, biensh womn kangjonn

'  kek- ~dig, itding yo chernggeng di baawok. Yitsyan wo dsac tsérng shuo

F."‘

- guoh: Digren yaw Jongquok jii yo TSARM-8H1G hant! CIRG-TUN di leang-
joung fangfaa. Womn bupahk ta lai @ING-TUN, el pah [a lar TSARM-SHIG.
Ciendzay digren yongdi kiok jengsh GING-TUN di fangfaa ——(51 words,
74 syllables, 254 letters)

G. R. (Gwoyeu Romatzyh 355 I+

Dannsh woo kesyii gawwey woomen torngbou de, iannsh woomen
kanqg-junn keh-dyi iding yeou chernggong de baawoh. Yiichyam woo
tzao tsermg shuo guoh: Dyirem yaw Jomggwo juy yeou {sarn-shyr hans
Jing-tuen de leang-joong fangfae. Woomen bupah la lai jing-tuen,
erl pah ia lai tsarm-shyr. Shianntzay dyiven yongde chiueh jemgsh
77 syliables, 279 lefters.)

Jing-tuen de fangf,

LATINXUA (37 T4k)

Dangh wo koji guuwei womn lungbau di, bt':mah womn kangahon
ko-di, iding iow chenggung di bawo. Iciam wo a0 ceng shuo guo:
Dirhen iao Zhungguo zh iou can-sh zo mnx-lun di liang-glung fang-
fa. Womm bupa ta lai ging-tum, r pa lal lai can-sh, Niamzai dirhenm
ymgdi kyo shemgsh gimg-tun & famgfa——151 words, 74 syllables, 227
letters.) .
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WADE'S SYSTEM

Tan-shikh wo k'e-s kao-wei wo-men t'ung-pau ti. pien-shih wo-men
K'ang-chan k'e-ti, i-ting yw ch'eng-kung ti pa-wo. I-ch'ien wo tsao
ts'eng shuo kuo: Ti-jan yao Chung-kuo chik yu te’an-shib he ching-t'un
ti liang-chung fang-fa, Wo-men bu-p’ah 'a lai ching-'un, érh p'a t'a
lai t&'an-shik. Hsien-tsai ti-jen yung-ti ch'iieh cheng shik ching-Y'un i
fang-fa.—— (51 words, S0 syllables, 251 letters, 17 aspiration marks,
28 hypbens. with the tone-superscripts left out.)

HANNDZY (#%¥)

(8RR of DL TR 7 R RAY » ERRMDMER—EA R
048 o VNREEEA OB R WA i .
REFMALFRET » HALZRE o BRENABNRIERRENY

b (80 characters, 702 strokes.)

Apropos of the problem eof the Romanization of Chinese,
Professor Bernhard Karlgren* holds that (hree entirely different
systems are needed:

A. A philological system, strictly phonetic, for scien-
tific language study,

B. A sinological system, for dietionaries, text-books,
treatisea on Chinese history, ete.

WA R B R (s I > TR R R RRARGENR
R HRILA, B, C =X FAMEH LR :

A ABFEWP W £ RE0CETRASEEY > T RENT
W FHE L -

BAR"EZHS” B TREETFREABKFERERSY
L Fa )

*See Kavigren: The Romunitation of Chimese. The China Society,
Lendon. 1928, J
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C. A popular system, to be used by the Chiness
themselves in ereating a new colloquial literature
and for use in newspapers, ste.

Of the four specimens of Romanization given sbove, none
bslongs to the A system, as an A system does not directly
‘eoncern us here, Wade, naturally, is & B eystem; and Q.R.,
G.R., and Latinxua are three vergions of the C pystem.

The object of this article is not to discuss the pros and
pos of Romanization in general. Some form of Romanization
is admittedly the most practical mode of writing for a modern-
ized and mechanized China —— witness if8 obvious advantages
in telegraphy, printing, typewriting, education, and interna-
tional communieation——and o will eventually be adopted in
Clina, at least as a system of wriling parallel to the ideographie
and idiotic seript—— Hanndzy.

Our present purpose is, rather, to eXxamine minutely the

 CABREARDSREEGEEHE o B LH R )
f > S SETTBALY SR AL » ABaT HE L 08 HCHET OF AU6Y TR, o
BERMTEHEY * BERE A R FOHRT > HRLE
B BB u Wade RAGBUE o 1AM T SRR
CRWEKSE + fn Q.R., GR., Latinxus JE=14 o
e Ll e e e T Bt £a L
 MMOERANY o (R ESREE S T I AL T R
iu’uaﬁ—nﬂlmu#m$¢nm£ﬁm3mag*&mqﬂ
iy o —fm ERE > FIBI ~ ITFH ST MBS o B
REEA o HERBSRVMGRET - — RLRM TR —
FHRALTHEREEN o B HETLRATH BR CERG
MAE - \
W20 ERTREWN ES > LT RSN R KSR
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relative merita of the three major attempta to arrive at a solu-
tion in the C system, as applied to Quokyu, that is, the National
Spoken Langusge of China. It will be our endeavour to survey
the genmeral progress in Romanization and show the marks of
improvement since the promulgation of G.R. by the Dabeiog-
yuen (AHP: Academia Siniea) in 1928; to single out the per- |
manent features where common agreement bas been reached;
to point out the contributions which Q.R. has made, especially
during 1937-45, the eight ominous years of Chinna's life-and-
death struggle; and, finally, to indicate tle resources still at our
disposal for the building up of superior word-forms, which shall
determine adequately the shape of the New Chinese Script for
the generations to come.

1. 'Tonal Spelling
First of all, it is agreed that a Romanization in the C
system may omly employ the 26 letters of the Roman alphabet,
and that with the minimum of diseritic marks and sigos.
The tene which forms an integral part of word-meaning must

CREBFH=MELBH)LNER « Wi LIEINTEBRRER
FHGIGES M BT SRR - L ARABEHEHE GR.
H-EERTF L AL W SCE M o R IEIEIA b MR ERE
AR REEABO R TE N » F kA RIS~ L s QR.
 1937-45 i /\ 4= 482 &) 40 Drnioves - Sy v @ maEm > —4
R RER M o R R TN P IR R
TR 0 LIRS RIS AR
1. R RE

C XML ' AREBAR R THAARNFERZNA XA
HEFMETER > T AR T REF OO « NNERE
bR s R RN ”ﬁﬁﬁfﬂ’ﬁlﬂ&i* LU Lok

¢

%
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earily be expreesed. To do go it ie now agreed that the
pyalicy of “‘torsl epelling” sbeuld be applied. By tonal
‘ g is meent et cpellirg varisnts of words closely related
Wrcurd o:¢ mede to ecrve g5 o xpreesions of differences in tone.
sl 65 in Ioglish we lave (ail, led, lale, tayl; mian, myan,
fan, miien; foul, foul; onitie, ritique; sou, tow, sew; bow, bough;
Bag, hads; 1, inm; to ean we lave in Chioese Remsenizeticn mai,
may -H!, ¥, 2;,( deddaw iﬁ* deadeo #] {5, daeldau 7],
deluow 4 3 wendey M, uum’c B-F, where tle varigticns in
Pelling iudicale differences in (one, and therefore aleo differences
M wesnivg,  Boll Q R, and G.R. make use of tonsl spelling
and oxe-tlezedore ealled tonalphabetic systems.  The € eystem
proposed. by Korlgren himself uses olso the tonalplhabetic metlod.
Watinxos, Loweyer, rejects the method, throwing the fone dis-
flinciions overbosrd, This, of course, lus not redounded to the

Ny - . .
giyeniage f Latinxua, becuuse 10 every four forms in tonal

R ARE T 12 M HAFR e REBE - U “REMOSTE,
BRL 53 e G e TR BT A R A ENRT . E
Mk 37 tail, tacl, tale, tayl; mian; myan, mean, mien; foul,
owl; critic, oritigue; son, sow, sew; bow, bough; his, lLise; in,
an; 53R - faibﬁht.: FRTT68 e [ RS F 0 A VAT mai, mae,
mey (3 - ®/ > B daddaw $§ 3 0+ dacdao 748 dehdan A7) »
ubdaw AR5 wenduy 3 3 wondz by-F 5 % @A MA Pk o i
BT B e R W AR AL S e QU R,
M G.R. — i e R NR R o AAREE N C R
BRT - o B A diok o ol Bty T LR IIERTE » i
RO 5 0 etk o UG I TR S AN R o 1]
B 5yl AH0M M) LSRRG~ KL EF
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epelling there is only one form in Latinzun,

In copsequence,

the degree of word-intelligitility tells ¢geiret Latizxus, ae the

follewirg exemples will show:

Q. R.

Tone2 Toned Toned

o BN R
W e
Bl Sk
& B
b = g
BEEA
i w0 B
Hr i E e
e RSN
I WS
LR
i AL A
=R EE
i g
W 5T o |
ERGE
* MW
Bk
O

The exsmples

s

Tone 1

me
ei
kv
Vel
Lean
(A%
’ L (3
fan
san
ffan
tafly
feng
sam
Jang
uan
Juan
tng
in
Jju

mar
Ay
Iy
atg
{sariy
phares
? Ry
Jarn
mYyen
lgen
torng
tung
man
Wang
ucen
men
cyunyg
yany
L

maa
bas
{egu
uy
fsae
Leed
fao
Jaan
mean
decam
laang
{rung
Ju
Lix
ran
aco

hoo

shaany Lvy

l&e

mah
Iy
Iy
buk
lsay
Ji
yew
Jann
R TL )]
dicm
Jang
long
v
Jasw
uenn
(uen
henn

ley

»
Lat.

(Al tones
ma
o, ki, b, i
Jy., v,y by
“thu,du, w, lu
oai
gut il ga fer
pau
Jan
sMon, mian
linn, dien
fang, jang
tung
son min shu €
sheng, weng, 11, theo
uon
ghuan mien deo luan
ing Tyng zao 1an
in tang sheug ky
Zhu vhu ¢ lei

above nre enflicient to shew ite general
echime whereby tomes mre differentinted. Nofe that:

BRI > AF T ALROUIKOY o SE A L 32 SR pF RUERAR T L1 oK

8 LATOOBITF o CEE R 0 AR I sl 8% BRI L B kA
* o RMMEETHERAT -
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a) the basic form is in Tone 1,

b) -r, w-, y- are characteristica of Tone 2;

¢) double vowels, ae, ao, en, e, o4, oe, oung, yu are
charaateristics of Tone 3;

d) -k, -y, -w, -nn, ng, -ien, -uen, -uon, -ven are charac-
teristics of Tone 4.

Lalinxua, resting content with Tone.1 forms, may truly be said

t0 bo ““monotonous,” and as such is necessarily an inferior,

sitiige inedeguate, system,

2. Serapping the Aspiration Mark

~ All C systems agree, further, that the aspiration mark

should be dsipensed with, and that useful letters like b, d, g,

¥, ¢, ousted by most B systeme, should be reinstated, The
sanlt is that:

“ 0 EESRADIRET .

by ® -, We, ¥, SR IBRFEA N

c) BETH » in as, oe, ii, 0o, nu WX ae, no, ea, co, o8,
os, oung, yu SR FRFHME -

d) -h, -y, -w, -an, -nq, -ien, -nen, -uon, -ven ffLHEF
BUEEES -

Latioxue RARACHEAHBIS3 @ > JOTLRE “ RR”

WMo EEBILARM FOUERM AWM HOUEHE L KW

2. BT av kR

B CANT ARLABKLAMRIMAENR » N e B
HRRN b, d, g, r, c FARK FOFHHEREY « HRE:

.



instead of Wade——p, p"; 1, ¢'; &k, k' ch, ch’; 1, &', |, hs;
we have Q R.—b, p; d, t; g, & j, ch; de, ta; v, e

So that: Wade Q.R. or G.R.
#  pan  becomes ban
i p'an 5 pan
# 1 fing 5 ding
@ t'ing s4 u'ng
T kung 5 gong
= K ung 5 kong
Jit ehin o Jen
5] ch’én s chern
& taing " dseng
K weng o tserng
A jen 0 ren
b hsien o cien

By scrapping she aspiration mark, the letlers of the Roman
alphabet become mere equitably distnibuted, wnd the words
themselves can be better distinguished one from the other. It
i therefore & valusble improveinent. Tn the specimen passage

above of only 5! words, we have thergby been nble to get rid

8 Wade 889 ——— p, p’s &, 4 k, k' ch, eb’; ta, ta’; j, ha;
fKMAE QR. 89—b, p; d, t; g, ki j, el ds, te; 1, e
Pk TR R S0 F i
EHBRRTOIHER PSRBT AR 0 LHAIRE
T oo MR WA RE SRS R AEER
OBl T o GHBRARE A MM HGE o A EBIRAME R —M
v
! &
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LTJ disuniting aspiration marks, together with all disfigur-
tono- guree found in Wade.

- 8. The gi-ki-ci/dsi-tsi-si Ditforentintion

Wiete the Wade system writes chi-ch’i-hsi, the initials oh,
 his are renlly descended from two sources, Those consonanis
ive been sither the older gi-ki-cb (#87) or the older dsi-tsi-gi
BE7i), which have fallen togetlier in modern Pekinese. This
inetion between two series of palatalized consonants, cceur-
g only before the palatal vowels -i end -ii, has all along been
de in the traditional Chiness phonetic systems, and, in fact,

@ distinction in the written word, although in the setusl
ununeistion the distinction need not be eniecily maintained.
geordingly, Q.R., Lutinxun, the Postal system as spplied to
hinese geographicul names, Frenen sad German sinologists,

PO b 0 R A A-L i Wade 3098 RE » LR -0
BN W SR T

3. giki-ci/dsi-tsi-si 89540

A Wade BUGSE chicol’ilsi 895 » UL dIRI BRI
s — (e gi-kiol (88, 3%, A0 5 —RRE deitsini (B, 3K,
W) - AW EHE T a0 Lo G L BT o B RARNE
o e i, U0 BT S BRGY o B REY 2 BAE I MRty v B L
AR 709 « JLIEFE4- 0y b LA b 0 LSRR R TR
R - 1K N A O G ARG T 0 R RIOER AR
B0 RIS 0 AMYCE N A FREMIE e Bl Q. R.» La-
nxua » B0 2 S uk 0 Kok B GRG0 TRRAR
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ineluding Karlgren the Swede, all recognize this principle of
the gi-ki-ci/dei-tsi-ni differentiation. G.R., unfortunately, follows
Wade in ignoring this principle, and by so doing retains ‘‘the
heel of Achilles of the whole Wade gystem,”” as Karlgrem very
aptly observes. Compare the following examples:

L

42 Q.R. Lat. G.R. Wade
i ging ging } jin ching
¥ dsing ging iy
" kt.ng kfﬂg } ching ch’ing
i tsing cing
N ct'ng m.mg } shing hsing
i 8ing nng
. s Sl } jian ohien
5 dsean gian

k k
e s yen } chyuan ch’iian
& tsyvan cyan
¢

g - - o } sheue hsiich
= vet 8ye

Tt will hive been noticed that ¢ and ¢, oceurring before
palatal -« and -@ together with their variants, can vnly assume
the so-callod “soft’’ values as in English gist, gent, gym, cinema,

AP A A 0 KEMNAABER gi-ki-of /dei-tsi-si JpEAER] (B »
AT iEeg » G.R. RERE Wade B F > WM& THEMAT 2000 E
R« SEMEERAMENRFFELWRT Wede 2HMETENT o 8
B _LHsa BT o &par lEBE IS B i ok o

RMEGER > g™ c AT AsE - fo o Mk > B
A Ee ﬁ‘]ﬁ.ﬁt » 3n3ICHEY gist, gent, gym, cinema,
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ymbal, bul occurring before .o wa ~wrantsti#®e on the
‘yalues as in Eoglish gain, gone, gun, cal, ¢of, cut. Such
he general international usage. Latinxua in assigning to e
yalue ““f2’" as in can ZE, has grossly tempered with the in-
mational practice.
From these exsmples it is obyious that by applying the
ldsi principle, the international epelling of such names ns
iking %M, Chunghing W 8, Ginling &M, Tientsin Foit, Shansi
(|, Kiangsi {T¥, ete. can largely be preserved. ‘There will
o nead Lo write such tiresome forms as Anching, Chungehing,
fenchin, Shanhszi, Chianghsi, etc, What is more, for words of
e gi/dsi class, Q.R. and Latinxua bhave double the numbesr
3f forms that are ayailable in G.R. and Wade, That, sgain,
18 a notable advanee.

4, The Retroflex -4

Accraing from the ¢i/dsi differentiation, -i ia released for

gent, cymbal, 5] B {E -, -0, -u 2 » HELF I ";zynﬁﬁ
&S dig gain, gone, gun; enf, cot, eut » &FMEHIGY
B LiE IR TY © i Latioxua f§ &6 ¥ 118 (HE) ts
o fyy can () v EEIRRTER T BRG]
- BRI R Ak Wty gi/dsi S LA A EEREEE A ¢ An-
Ling % > Chungking W > Ginling &M » Tientsin gt »
Bhansi |[| 7 + Kiangsi [[ % » 9% » BIEREE #6045 R4 DR
#F 2 %R AR M6 P ¥ B8 RHIRAY Anching, Chungehing, Chinling,
Pienchin, Shanhsi, Chianghsi 8 e FAfim » FME gi/dsi 3
1€ ' W Q-R. Fu Lat. } G.R. 1 Wade 45 MFH Pl (R A « &
| ERUR R R SR

4 WMEERM
gi/dsi B 7 (L ERIEL ST 0 B » -1 SRODF b S
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use as the retroflex vowel in words of 4 ug 3§ 7l type (Wade
-ih) —— important digcovery in 1937 to be credited to Q.R
This new function of the eimple -i is naturslly of very great
convenience to Remanization, beceuse Latinxua’s recklees device
of doing without a retroflex vowel, G.R.'s tireseme overdose of
-y, and even Karlgren’s suggestion of the clumsy -1, can t! ereby
all be cbviated. In fact, Wade's -4k cap now be retained for

Tone 4. Examine the following:
]
v~ Q.R. G.R. Lat. Wada
g Jy
o o o ¢h chih
BE g vy
32 jih Jyh
iz chi chy
- dm’ SRge ch ¢h'ih
Wi ehid chyy
1) chih chyh
ﬁ# shi eh 3]
WF shir shyr ‘

8 hih

i shis ahyy - s :
i ahih shyh
| rid ruh vh Jih

TR EL Fap Y s, o8, 5F, 1 " SEF LIS TR (B) Wade
By -ih) e SERE Q.R. IF 1987 &= 8 i 5 A I - SHHRE -
B b didsh g > GRS e RS AL B4 MANR
95 IS Tatinxue RO (L RIENM S LT ¢ W G.R. 59 58
FHREEN -y « PLERARVHRAEHY - ——8F - WY BRI
ﬁﬂﬂﬂm - mfﬁ ﬁ.TEﬂ? . ﬂﬁ"i'l@ Wadws ‘.'!5;‘ ST ﬂ&?-lﬂ.ﬁflua
CHEBMETL TR o ML LG RMBE » bR -
12



