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Important Note

In reading this book, be very certain you never
go past a word you do not tully understand.

The only reason a person gives up a study or be-
comes confused or unable to learn is because he or
she has gone past a word that was not understood.
The contusion or inability to grasp or learn comes
AFTER a word that the person did not have de—
tined and understood.

Have you ever had the experience of coming to
the end of a page and realizing you didn t know
what you had read? Well, somewhere earlier on
that page you went past a word that you had no
definition for or an incorrect definition for.
Here's an example. “It was found that when
the crepuscule arrived the children were quieter
and when 1t was not present, they were much
livelier.” You see what happens. You think you
don’ t understand the whole idea, but the in—
ability to understand came entirely from the one
word you could not define,crepuscule, which
means twilight or darkness.

It may not only be the new and unusual words
that you will have to look up. Some commonly
used words can often be misdefined and so cause
contusion.

This datum about not going past an undefined
word 1s the most important fact in the whole
subject of study. Every subject you have taken
up and abandoned had its words which you failed
to get defined.

Theretfore, in studying this book be very, very
certain you never go past a word you do not
fully understand. It the material becomes con—
fusing or you can’t seem to grasp it, there will
be a word just earlier that you have not
understood. Don’ t go any further, but go back
to BEFORE you got into trouble, find the mis—
understood word and get it detined.

Definitions

As an aid to the reader, words most likely to be
misunderstood have been detined in footnotes
the first time they occur m the text. Words some—
times have several meanings. the tootnote deti—
nitions in this book only give the meaning that
the word has as it 1s used in the text. Other defi—
nitions tor the word can be found in a dictionary.
A glossary including all the footnote definitions
15 at the back of this book. This glossary 15 not
meant as a substitute for a dictionary.
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Editors’ Foreword

Just about everyone agrees that in order to better
vourself and get ahead in life, you have to be able to
study. Getting through school, getting a promotion
on the job, making more money and other personal
and professional achievements are often determined
solely by the ability to study and apply what you
have learned. But how does one acquire this ability?
The answer is in this practical guide to better study
skills. This book contains the fundamentals of the
first actual technology of study, developed by Ameri—
can writer and educator L. Ron Hubbard.

L. Ron Hubbard’ s study technology is being used
with great enthusiasm and success by educators and
students throughout the world — because it works.
You can find this out for yourself the chapters of this
book in sequence and doing the drills provided. The
Basic Study Manual can be studied at home, using
paper

assignments, or as a classroom training course avail—

or notebook to write down the drill

able from Applied Scholastics International.'
This book and its drills have been designed in such a

1. Applied Scholastics International:the organization which promores and utilizes L. ron
Hubbard™ « study technology with the aim of restoring educasonal quality and effectivencs
around the world. I licenses and coordinates over 130 educational centers and schools on five
continents. For more information, contact Apphied Scholutes International at the address in

the back of this book.

way that if you honestly do each step, you will not only
have absorbed some data that can help you, but you
will be practiced in actually applying that data to get
results.

The quality of your life depens on you ability to learn.
And really learning any subject is made possible with

this vital new technology.
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Why Study?

In his dictionary' of 1828, Noah Webster” said
that "to study" means "to apply the mind to; to
read and examine for the purpose of learning and
understanding."

Why does one study?

Until you clarify that, you cannot make an intel—
ligent activity of it.

Some students go through a course and wind up’
at the other end of it unable to do anything with
it. In actual tact, this is because they studied the
course just so they could pass the examination;
they did not study the course in order to apply
the data in 1t.

This is why such people tail in practice after they
graduate.

. dictionary:a word book. A dictionary contains the meanings of words and other

information about them. A dictionary can be used to find out whar a word means.
how 1o say a word. how to spell o word, how to use 3 word and many other things
about words.

. Noah Webster:(1758—1843) American educator and author. best known tor his
American Dictionary ot the English Language (1828) and o spelling book called the

(]

Blue=Bached Speller. A number of widely used dictionaries. of varving scope and
qualiee, sall bear Webster's nmame. See also dictionary.
Jowind up: il arrive e place or sitiation as 4 result of @ @iven course of
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BOY, IF I CANTUST GET THROUG
MY EXANS. .

Wl HEARALAR

OKAY, D FRITZDORF SAYS THATHOU TARE A Dy
TEST AND PRACTICE OW [T S0 40U FEEL COMFORTABLE
WHEN 90U TAKE THE FINAL EXAAL
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[ STUDIED FRENCH FOR THREE YEARS, BUT /
DONT REMEMBLR A WORD DF 1T
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Instead of thinking, "Is this going to be on the
exam?" one would do much better to ask himself,
"How can I apply this material?" or "How can |
really use this?"

With that in mind, a person would get much more
out of what he studied, and would be able to put
what he studied to actual use.
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