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PREFACE

Alex Colville is one of Canada’s best known artists of the Twentieth Centu-
ry . His work and compelling style have been admired and respected all over
Canada and in many countries overseas. Some may recall the well received exhi-
bition of his works in China in 1987. It was that very exhibition which inspired
Ms Jiang Dake to write this book.

His style appears at first to be realistic, until the almost photographic repro-
duction of detail makes one see that it is in fact surrealistic. His subject matter is
often quintessentially Canadian, evoking childhood memories and other familiar
feelings among his viewers. But again, as one reflects, one sees that the themes
are wider and deeper. Just as we start to relax with the familiar, we are pulled
out of our everyday world into a larger one. As with all great art, the simple
hides the complex and the seemingly cammonplace disguises a universal appeal.

It is an honour and a pleasure for me, on behalf of the Canadian Embassy in
China and therefore on behalf of the people of Canada, to thank Ms. Jiang.
Their beautiful book on Colville is a notable achievement and will contribute,
we are certain, to making his art more accessible to the Chinese public.

Gitne ik

Gilliane Lapointe
Counsellor

Public Affairs and Culture
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