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Preface

Preface 1o "Selected Works of The Invention of Porcelain" is
the greatest creational work of the people, which means the
people knew the nature and made full use of the nature. It is
the symbol of cultural development and improvement, and

also it is the cultural result of mankind.

According to archeological research, porcelain was invented
by the ancestors of the Chinese nation. It was in the East
Han Dynasty, about 2000 years ago, that the celadon was
first produced in Zhejiang Province, located not far from
Jingdezhen. This is a long period in history, through Shang
and Zhou Dynasty, when they produced the original celadon
until the maturing period -- East Han Dynasty, when they
produced the real porcelain from East Han Dynasty 1o Sui
dynasty, when they produced white porcelain until Tang.

Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing until now.

From then on, Chinese ceramics went into a splendid period.
It is almost impossible to imagine that the progression of
porcelain advanced along side the development of the

civilization of man.

The source and the secret of it are because ceramics is
produced by the people and assimilates to evervday life
ascetics.  In one word it is made for the people and
appreciated by the producers, the people. The development
of the porcelain capital Jingdezhen also has a long history.
"The History of Fulian County" tells us that it was from the
Han dynasty and that the people of Xinping were the first to

start to prodice pottery.

The Han Dynasty was about 2000 years till now. From
archeological history we have found a lot of pottery from the
New Stone age period till the Shang and Zhou dynasty. The
history is much older than what we have found from

archeological investigations.

The creation of people has had a surprising similarity to the
ceramic development. We can support this when we make
research into the history of mankind. As China although
primitive Jingdezhen was not the early residence for people
as it was very distant from the centre of the country. The
ancestors of Jingdezhen created the splendid history of

pottery production.

In the 5 dynasties the celadon was produce in many famoits
kilns of the Jingdezhen area. Kilns ,such as Yang Mei Ting,
Bai Hu Wang .

In the Tang dvnasty, it was recorded in history that Tao kiln
and Huo kiln pottery was transported to the centre of China.
The quality was as good as jade; they were very popular at
that time. In Song dvnasty, celadon, which was produced in
the Hutian Kiln, was of such a high quality that the King
bestowed the name of his year to the town. "The History of
Jingdezhen Pottery, the research of the historic kilns"
contains Jingde Kiln, which started to produce porcelain
during the Jingde vear of Song dynasty. The clay was white,

pure and moist. When finished, they were sent to the king,



and the mark "made in Jingdezhen" was stamped on  the
base of the individual products. From them on porcelain
became very popular at home and through out the world,
and the name of "China" became more and more renowned.
At the same time, different types of celadon sculptures with
unusual shape, stvleand  functions were  successfully
produced. According to "Jingdezhen Ceramic Records"
Explaining Pictures, Jindezhen was qualified to produce
porcﬂain. Since Chen dynasty, potters resided here . and the
town established in the vear’ Jingde” of Song dynasty.
and was named "Jingdezhen Town". In the Yuan Dynasty,
blue and white porcelain, and under glaze red were also
successfully produced in Jindezhen, which gained new fame
for the city.

In the Ming and Qing dynasties, Imperial kilns were
established in Jindezhen, thus making Jingdezhen the center
of ceramic making in China. From this time on, there was a
saving * Any of the non-exquisite ceramics produced did
not come from Jingdezhen as only perfect porcelain was

produced in Jingdezhen.”

At the end of Qing dynasty, and early Mingguo Period
"Xing An style painting group" and the birth of "light brown
glaze". especially for the traditional Chinese painting

techniques were applied to  ceramic  painting. Not just to

change the art style, but to promote the pure art taste of

ceramics, but to break the block between art and craft and
pure art. It changed and raised the social class of potters,
and they were respected by society and mankind as a single
potter, "8 friends of Zhushan" followed and it did very well.
They created a new period in the history of Jindezhen
Ceramic painting. Since the end of Qing Dynasty, the

beginning of Minguo period, there were many famous potters

led by Zeng Longsheng. forming the new art sivle of

Jingdezhen sculpture, which then received high praise in the

ceramic industry. It is noted that soon after the building of

the Peoples Republic of China, a host of teachers and
students which came from the Central Academy of Fine Arts,
they brought fresh air to the ancient porcelain center. This
highlighted and improved the ceramic artist's position. From
the S50th to the 70th century, there were 33 ceramic artists
from all the ceramic working people. This was the first time
that the government approved and elevated the social
position and name for the ceramic artist. Thy light industry
department of China also selected "Masters and Chinese
Arts and Crafis" for 4 times in 1979, 1987, 1993 1996,
12 famous ceramic artists from Jingdezhen were selected as
masters included: WANG Xiliang. ZHANG Songmao, QIN

Xilin. WANG Enhuai, WANG Longfu. LI jing. TANG Zigiang,

LIU Yuanchang. ZHANG Yuvian, XU Qinggeng. Xiong

Gangru. DAl Ronghua, they were honored as "Muaster of

Chinese Arts and Crafis". This is an officially confirmation
from the country which makes sure about the position of the

ceramic artists

These 12 masters are the outstanding representatives of
Jingdezhen Ceramic artists of late 20 century. They not only
inherited the tradition from China, but also absorbed the
spirits of art ﬁ'nm the world, and find the right way to
explore and create more. Their-works which have different
stvles, not only reflected the current time, the life, the people,
but also showed the aesthetics of the historical period which
was warmly welcomed by the people. Theirworks had not
only art stvle of that time, but also other art characteristics.
These artists made great contributions not only to the
development of Jingdezhen, but also to Chinese ceramic
arts. They built the new historical milestone for the history
of Jingdezhen ceramic art. Furthermore, these masters
worked hard in the new century, creating new and different
styles and characteristics.

These 12 masters inherited their skills from the family, or
their teacher. Some graduated from universities, and having
different lifestyles and the knowledge of art and history all
produced different types of work. Their own  lives
transported itself to the porcelain. This is what they had in

common, which showed their spirit and value of their life.

This catalogue includes 12 works from each master,
including their carly, middle, and present works. Some were
from 40 years a(qn: some from their college days, and later
from the Cultural Revolution period . or after the opening
policy of China. Because of this stretch in time, their carly
works were not able to be kept completely preserved until

the present day.

What we have in this book is only a small part of their work,
which might not represent their highest standard. but it is
very meaningful to show these works so that people are be
able to see their early creative works "Selected Works of
the Top Ceramic Artists tn Jingdezhen" is sponsored by
Beijing Dongfang Haoyou Investment Ltd. Co.. and
published by Shanhai People's Fine Arts Publishing House.
This is the first time a book is devoted to the publishing for
"Masters of Chinese Arts and Crafts" and "Masters of
Chinese Ceramic Arts. As president of Jingdezhen Ceramic
Institute, and one of these masters, I'm very glad to see this
book come to fruition and I believe that this publication
must be very meaningful, and long awaited by the people.
In 2004, which is the 1000 vears anniversary of Jindezhen
City, this publication is a wonderful gift to commemorate

this great occasion in history.

OIN Xilin

President of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute

Autumn, 2004
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