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PREFACE

December 1, 2009 is a remarkable day in the history of the European
Union (the “EU”). Two years after entering into the ratification process,
the Treaty of Lisbon, a subsequent and alternative treaty to the Treaty
Establishing A Constitution for Europe, finally became a reality after the
submissions by the EU’ s twenty seven Member States of their respective
instruments of ratification. The European Council has elected, according to
the Treaty of Lisbon, Mr. Herman Van Rompuy, the Premier of Belgium,
as the first permanent President of the European Council. In other words, the
heatedly debated “European President” has taken up his position. Apparently,
the European Union has started its new journey after a long history of
development.

In fact, the Treaty of Lisbon was recognized as a consequential achieve—
ment of the Treaty on European Union, which was signed in 1992 and took
effect in 1993, thus its existence was inevitable. Under the Treaty on
European Union, the European Communities developed into the European
Union, however, the Treaty on European Union itself is a transitional
agreement which needed supplements and improvement from the beginning,
thus people immediately started to design a more efficient operational mode]
in order to deepen and enlarge the European Union. In the twenty years since
the Treaty on European Union was concluded, the European Union has held
several Intergovernmental Conferences among the Member States and has
concluded several consequential treaties, including the Treaty Establishing A
Constitution for Europe which was executed in October 2004, but failed to be
ratified. All those efforts were for the sole purpose of promoting European
integration.

People should hold the political wisdom of those prior European leaders
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in great esteem. Although the path was tough and circuitous, they could
always work out a solution by negotiations. In addition, the cause of
integration has been generally supported by most European citizens, as seen
by the positive results of the EU’ s continued enlargement and the consistent
progress of integration. The Treaty of Lisbon not only elaborates to us the
logical acquis of EU’ s growth in those twenty years but also opens up a new
door for the EU’ s future development. It may be foreseeable that, in ten
years or twenty years, the Treaty of Lisbon would also be replaced by some
new agreements, the present treaty is, of no doubt, a great milestone in the
European Union’ s history.

Speaking of the future, it should be difficult to imagine that the EU’ s
development can be smooth at all times. There should be unexpected ups and
downs. The evolution of the world situation has brought about new chal—
lenges for the EU to face. Generally, people would consider that the
economic growth within the Union lacks dynamism and there is a necessity
for bold reform. Like the French leaders who proposed the slogan “a radical
break from stagnation”, other countries will also bring up relevant strategies
based on their own conditions. The European Union, as an integrated
organization, shall have to adapt to this world situation if it is to find rapid
growth in the future. As we all know the EU’ s Member States have been
increased to twenty seven countries and so internal coordination has become
a difficult problem. And whether the Treaty of Lisbon can operate smoothly
is still a lingering question. Therefore, when taking up his position as
President of the European Council, Mr. Van Rompuy will have to face
various demands from Member States while trying to carry out active and
effective coordination. With goodwill for the EU’ s development, we wish
him success.

Since China established the diplomatic relations with the European
Communities in 1975, China has consistently expressed her understanding and
support for the cause of European integration and is now devoted to the
development of a comprehensive strategic partnership with the European
Union. When entering into the new century, in November 2001, we
established the China-EU Association hoping to build a stage for a closer

relationship of non—governmental cooperation between China and the EU. As
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the President of China—EU Association, 1 wish to express my sincere regards
to the friends of the various EU Member States at the time of the coming into
force of the Treaty of Lisbon. The fact that China needs a strong EU is the
same as the fact that the EU needs a strong China. China’ s modernization
and the European integration, as two successful and great historical ‘move—
ments at the edge of the twentieth and the twenty—first century, will
together contribute to the world peace and progress.

As the Treaty on European Union was brewing in 1991, many friends
and I had the feeling that a new era for the European Communities was
coming. My friend Su Mingzhong was then translating and publishing the
Fundamental Laws of the European Communities and invited me to write a
preface. Now that eighteen years have passed, Su Mingzhong is now
translating and publishing the Fundamental Laws of the European Union to
introduce to Chinese readers those important materials, for instance the
Treaty of Lisbon, the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union. I am glad to write a preface again and
to express my continued support for the European integration experience.

May my blessings finally come true.

Chen Haosu

President of Chinese People’ s Association
for Friendship with Foreign Countries
President of China—Eu Association
December 18, 2009
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