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Preface

As a previous ad-agent and now Chairman and CEO of Beijing Guo'an Advertisement Corporation--one of the “Big Ten” in the
field of advertising business in China, Mr. Yan Gang is a super fan in the circle of photography. Having been engaged in this field
for many years, Mr. Yan Gang has developed a school of his own in advertisement planning as well as publicity creation, which has
received good comments from the circle. As one of the founders of Guo'an enterprise image, Mr. Yan Gang is a workaholic, which
can be seen in the foundation of Guo'an Advertisement Corporation in the early 1988,.and the setting-up of 2 advertisement
columns - 'Models on the List' and 'Fine Brands, Real Things' in CCTV in the same year, which have been listed in the history of
Chinese advertisement. 1992 saw Guo'an Corporation initiate the investment into films and TV plays in the circle and now it has
‘produced more than 20 films and TV plays, among which the TV play named "Seek a Master" cooperated with Beijing TV Station,
was awarded the Grand Pnze in the 13th Natxonal TV Art Star r ceremony. It maugmates and promotes the mvestment in
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Mr. Yan Gang devoted himself to news report and advertising promotions since 1979. Many of his articles containing
of about one million words, were published in People s Daily, People s Pictorial, Beijing Daily, Beijing Evening News,
Folk Literature, and programs of CCTV as well. Some of the writings were selected into his book The Marvelous

: Craftsmansth from Eastern Beijing A Collection of Essays by Yan Gang. '

In 1988, Guoan Advertising Corporation was established by his efforts. Just at the same year, he planned and put into B
effect the first special TV ad block Model on the List, and the following one called Famous Brands, Real Things. Both
of them are now recorded in China’s TV ad history. .

Yan Gang was the first person who invested into films and TV plays among the advertising agents around China. He
has produced as many as over twenty films and TV plays since 1992, Among others, Seek Master, a program produced
along with Beijing TV Station, won him the Grand Prize of Art Star in the 13" National Television Rewarding Ceremony.
What he did has pushed forward the tie-in of the newly born advertxsmg business of the nation with the promising
industries of film and TV. !

As early as in 1993, Yan Gang took the lead to establish program blocks in radio and TV. Guoan Arty Gallery, Guoan
Theatre and Guoan Football Express, the program blocks of recreation and sports initialed by him, won the name of
‘Best Programs’ awarded by Radio, Film and Television Ministry and Beijing Radio and Television Bureau.

In 1994, Yan Gang was awarded the title of ‘Honorary Citizen’ by the City Council of Las Vegas in U.S.A., for his
contribution to promoting the friendly cooperation between China’s advertising business and the City.

Guoan Advertising Corp., Yan’s company, ranks the tenth among the fifty biggest advertising agents evaluated by the
State Administration for Industry and Commerce, and the China Enterprise Evaluation Association.
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I often travel around. Wherever I go, I never forget to take my camera with
me. I like to take pictures of local landscape and customs of the outside world.
Sometimes, it’s just for fun and be free from fatigue. I never expected that
those photos were to be selected by Mr. Guo Jianshe, a nationwide-known photo
master, and be collected into his Photo Album.

Having viewed these photos, my friends would ask me:*When did you start
to learn taking pictures professionally?’ To be frank, I have never been
specialized my studies in photography at all. But as early as twenty years ago,
when as a staff member responsible for public relations in Bejing Fine Arts and
Crafts Company, I fortunately developed the good relationship with those
professionals in the circle of photography.

It was March of 1983 when Mr. Guo Jianshe, a field photographer in China
Daily at the time, told me that the Modern Photo Saloon would make an
exhibition at Zhongshan Park, but for some reason, they had a sum of ¥ 1870
for the place rent still to be raised. Guo expected to get a support from my
company. He also arranged several fellow photographers to brief me the
presenting development and future of photo art in China. Among them there
were Mr. Wang Wenlan (now Director of Photo Department in China Daily),
Mr. Wang Miao (now Editor-in-Chief of China Tourist Pictorial), Mr. Ling Fei
(a well-known photographer), Mr. Bao Kun (a well-known photographer) and
Mr. Wang Liping (a popular composer, and a photo fan also). The meeting at
Guo’s home lasted from afternoon till 8 a.m. next morning. Exhausted as it
was, I was deeply impressed by the fresh knowledge of photography. What
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impressed me more was their high spirits and determination of pushing forward
China’s photography into a new step.

Tree days later, they started to move hundreds of prepared fnasterpieces to
the exhibition hall but were sadly refused by the park authority for the short of
rent. | immediately called Mr. Bo Xicheng, my boss and the Geﬂefa!Mamiger
of Beijing Fine Arts and Crafts Company at the time, to explain,t'hekfin'lp‘onaxice‘
of supporting the exhibition. Listening carefully to my repdrt;.Mi‘. Bo apﬁriovféd
my suggestion at last. I rushed over through the Golden Brid:_gé‘that leads}.iO'fthe
gate of Zhongshan Park where the exhibition supposed to be held. With the
badly needed check, the First Modern Exhibition of Photogra‘tphepfs Saloon
opened on time. The exhibition was very successful and made a great social
influence. Mr. Yang Shaoming, the Executive Chairman of the Saloon, came
all the way to express us his personal appreciation.klt is the same Saloon, out of
which grew up the China Contemporary Photography Association nowadays.

I became interested in photography ever since then. Whenever I paid a visit
to old craftsmen for my writing, I would invite some press photographers to
take me pictures of the interviewers and their art pieces. Among the
photographers I sill own a favor, there were Mr. Wang Jingren (a senior photo
reporter from People’s Daily), Mr. Wang De (from People s Pictorial), Mr. Lu
Jian (from Beijing Daily), and those who came from CCTV and Beijing TV as
well. I was imperceptibly influenced by their high skills and tastes. Step by
step, I built up my courage to shooting and some of my pictures that have made
me ‘professional’ were published in the media.
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