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PREFACE

The Stone Forest is 4 place | have been longing for since my childhood. Its unigue-

ness and poetic landscape has found its way into the geographical and natural study

textbooks for middle school students.

My heart was deeply touched by the Stone Fores

s grandeur &

d grace and the moy-
ing love story depicted by the film "Ashima’. the first color feature film of China

puton the screen in early 1960s.

On October 1, 1979, 1 paid my first visit to the Stane Forest accompanying Dr. P.
Be

Dr, R, Geshodaleky, vice director of the same institute. | was completely shocked by

director of the Karst Institute of Yugoslavian Academy of Science and Art and

whit I saw. Two Birds Transferring Food, Phoenix Spreading Its Wings, Mother and

Son Touring Together, Sauntering Leisurely, and Camel Riding Elephant, all as vivid

a8 life and remarkably true to life. Arshima, a representative of Sani girls carries a
busket on her back, standing proudly in the sea of stalagmites, free of fear of wind
and frost. With all the rare and unigue stone views, the Stone Forest naturally be-

came the shooting buse for the TV |

Record of a Journey to the West".

We threaded our wa

/ among the high-rising rocks and nearly got lost in the maze-

Jike valleys. We climbed up the pointed rock peaks and observed the one-meter-decp

Karst ditches, We stared at the stalagmites, which were over ten meters high and

Wwith & diameter of two meters and looked like carefully carved totem poles.

Through severnl decades’ investigation and study, people diseovered that the present

Stone est used to be covered with a vast sea inhabited by all kinds of oceanic
ereatures some 270 million years ago. for there deposited in the limestone were

animals’ bodics. Und

ological pressure for a fairly long period, the limestone

layer was folded, broken o cracked. The temperature difference between day and
night resulted in rock weathering and the lime was slowly eroded and dissolved by
sain that contained CO2 produced by living beings’ breath or released from

underground. In the weathered soil lived numerous microbes of countless varieties,

which constantly produced CO2 and thus greatly strengthened the rain's grosion of

the limestone. Hence came the various Dur niches and

clearances. Later. the loss of soil and water made the uncovered stalagmites and

clints appear on the surface, which experienced further rain erosion and took the

present colorful shapes of sword, knife and basin. In addition, there formed many

ed rocks in thousands of postures and underground rivers flowing constantly.

During the long period of over 200 million years, the Stone Forest has experienced

countless eruptions of hot basalt lava and talus ash, which was followed by the as-

nt and sag of the crust. In this way. the Lunan Luke took shape and there deposited

silt and rocks, covering again the Stone Forest

nerations

The beautiful, unique and upright Stone Forest nurtured and brought up g
of generations of Hani people who are kind, hard working, unyielding, and well
cultured in fiterature and art.

The National Stone Forest Geological Park is like a natural geological history mu-

seum with rich contents. She is a new world representing harmony and co-existence

between human beings and the Great Nature.

Friends, you will surely be encouraged by the beautiful and mysterious Stone Forest,
the unique and typical Karst creation with the largest area, richest types, and most

sophisticated Karst landform. Come on, friends, let us bravely probe into the my

tery of the earth.

Song Linhua

Deputy secretary-general and member of the executive bureau of
International Cave Association

Research fellow of the Geographical Science and

Resources Research Institute under Chinese Academy of Sciences

March 28, 2002







ecember




























