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Foreword

Forests, as the most important ecosystem, not only provide enormous material products and
environmental and ecological services, also play an irreplaceable role in maintaining global ecological
balance and biodiversity, and in supporting the life system on the Earth. With the increasing awareness
of sustainable development, more and more people recognize the fundamental status and guarantee
effects of forests and ecological construction in the sustainable development of socio-economic. Since
the Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, the forest and environment has become the
focus of attention in the international society. Meanwhile, as the sustainable development theory was
put forward, many international organizations, countries and regions began to explore and practice
the sustainable forest management, and encouraged foresters to manage forests according to the rule
of sustainable management. Many countries have developed their own national forest management
standards, and required forest managers improve the forest management activities and implement the
forest management standard. As an important component of forest management, forest harvesting
has been paid much attention by the forestry sectors in different countries. National or regional forest
logging operation codes are developed according to the guideline on how to achieve sustainable forest
management goals.

In order to regulate the activities of forest harvesting, strengthen safety in production, improve
processing quality, reduce negative impacts on the environment and to accelerate the realization of
sustainable forest management in China, the State Forestry Administration of PR. China began to
establish the “National Forest Harvesting Practice Code” in 1999 with the help of the International
Labor Organization (ILO) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Through a series
of procedures and processes of experiment, discussion, demonstration and collection of opinions
in domestic and overseas, “Code of Forest Harvesting” (hereinafter referred to as “Code” ) was
officially issued in August 2005. The Code fully reflects the requirements of modern forestry, the
principles of sustainable development and the principles of giving priority to ecology.

In order to help people to fully understand and grasp the background, guidelines, basic
principles and core content of the Code, and make it have effects in the new era of forest construction
as soon as possible, the State Forestry Administration compile a series of books, Management of
Forest Harvesting and Regeneration, Forest Harvesting Planning and Design, and Forest Harvesting
Operation, through the implementation of the project “Capacity Strengthening of Forestry
Stakeholders to Support the Implementation of the National Code of Practice for Forest Harvesting”

which was funded by the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO). Its purpose is to
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culture and improve the quality of the personnel, to ensure that relevant staffs have a comprehensive
understanding of the Code to enhance the effectiveness, and to provide the models and information for
establishment of systemic, standard and sustainable training mechanisms.

To ensure the readability, practicability, maneuverability of the books, and to improve studing
efficiency and raise the interest of readers, the books strived to be concise and easily understandable
and with many illustrations.

The authors are: Xiao Xingwei, Zhang Songdan, Yuan Shaoqing, Cui Wushe, Chen Yongfu, Liu
Hua and Chen Qiao.

Due to the wide range of the contents the book try to cover and the time constraint in compiling
it, there might inevitably be something or somewhere that is inappropriate or need to be improved.

Any comments and suggestions from our readers are highly appreciated.

The authors
June, 2007
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Chapter 1 Basic legal knowledge on practices of forest harvesting
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