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THE TOILERS OF THE SEA

SECOND PART

BOOK III
Vv
GILLIATT HAS HIS CHOICE

While the sloop had been anchored in the little creek
of ‘the Man Rock,” and as long as the machinery had been
prisoned in the wreck, Gilliatt’s position had been im-
pregnable! The sloop was in safety; the machinery
sheltered. The Douvres, which held the hull of the
Durande fast, condemned it to slow destruction, but
protected it against unexpected accidents. In any event,
one resource had remained to him. If the engine had
been destroyed, Gilliatt would have been uninjured. He
had still the sloop by which to escape.

But to wait till the sloop was removed from the an-
chorage where she was inaccessible; to allow it to be fixed
in the defile of the Douvres; to watch until the sloop, too,
was, as it were, entangled in the rocks; to permit him to
complete the salvage, the moving, and the final embarka-
tion of the machinery; to do no damage to that wonderful
construction by which one man was enabled to put the
whole aboard his bark; to acquiesce, in fact, in the success
of his exploits so far; this was but the trap which the

limpregnable, A~ & & A.
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TOILERS OF THE SEA

elements had laid for him. Now for the first time he
began to perceive in all its sinister characteristics the trick
which the sea had been meditating so long.

The machinery, the sloop, and their master were all now
within the gorge of the rocks. They formed but a single
point. One blow, and the sloop might be dashed to pieces
on the rock, the machinery destroyed, and Gilliatt drowned.

The situation could not have been more critical.l

The sphinx, which men have imagined concealing her-
self in the cloud, seemed to mock him with a dilemma.

‘Go or stay.’

To go would have been madness; to remain was errible.

V1
THE COMBAT

GrrraTT ascended to the summit of the Great Douvre.

From hence he could see around the horizon.

The western side was appalling. A wall of cloud spread
across it, barring the wide expanse from side to side, and
ascending slowly from the horizon towards the zenith.
This wall, straight lined, vertical, without a crevice in its
height, without a rent in its structure, seemed built by
the square and measured by the plumb-line. It was
cloud in the likeness of granite. Its escarpment, com-
pletely perpendicular at the southern extremity, curved
a little towards the north, like a bent sheet of iron,
presenting the steep slippery face of an inclined plane.
The dark wall enlarged and grew; but its entablature
never ceased for a moment to be parallel with the horizon

critical, f& P&; 4 & 7 & B B§
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TOILERS OF THE SEA

line, which was almost indistinguishable in the gathering
darkness. Silently, and altogether, the airy battlements
ascended. No undulation, no wrinkle, no projection
changed its shape or moved its place. The aspect of this
immobility in movement was impressive. The sun, pale
in the midst of a strange sickly transparence, lighted up
this out'ine of the Apocalypse. Already the cloudy bank
had blotted out one-half the space of the sky: shelving
like the fearful talus of the abyss. It was the uprising
of a dark mountain between earth and heaven.

It was night falling suddenly upon midday.

There was a heat in the air as from an oven door,
coming from tha mysterious mass on mass. The sky,
which from blue had become white, was now turning from
white to a slatey gray. The sea beneath was leaden-hued
and dull. There was no breath, no wave, no noise. Far
as eye could reach, the desert ocean. No sail was visible
on any side. The birds had disappeared. Some mon-
strous treason seemed abroad.

The wall of cloud grew visibly larger.

This moving mountain of vapours, which was ap-
proaching the Douvres, was one of those clouds which
might bs called the clouds of battle. Sinister appear-
ances; some strange, furtive glance seemed cast upon the
beholder through that obscure mass up-piled.

The approach was terrible.

Gilliatt observed it closely, and muttered to himself,
T sm thirsty enough, but you will give me plenty to drink.’

He stood there motionless a few moments, his eye fixed
upon the cloud bank, as if mentally taking a sounding of
the tempest.

. 3
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TOILERS OF THE SEA

His galérienne' was in the pocket of his jacket; he took
it out and placed it on his head. Then he fetched from
the cave, which had so long served him for a sleeping-
place, a few things which he had kept there in reserve; he
put on his overalls, and attired himself in his waterproof
overcoat, like a knight who puts on his armour at the
moment of battle. He had no shoes; but his naked feet
had become hardened to the rocks.

This preparation for the storm being completed, he
looked down upon his breakwater, grasped the knotted
cord hurriedly, descended from the plateau of the Douvre.
stepped on to the rocks below, and hastened to his store.
cavern. A few moments later he was at work. The vast
silent cloud might have heard the strokes of his hammer.
With the nails, ropes, and beams which still remained, he
constructed for the eastern gullet a second frame, which
he succeeded in fixing at ten or twelve feet from the other.

The silence was still profound. The blades of grass
between the cracks of the rocks were not stirred. .

The sun disappeared suddenly. Gilliatt looked up

The rising cloud had just reached it. It was like the
blotting out of day, succeeded by a mingled pale reflection.

The immense wall of cloud had changed its appearance.
It no longer retained its unity. If had curved on reaching
the zenith, whence it spread horizontally over the rest of
the heavens. It had now its various stages. The tempest
formation was visible, like the strata in the side of a trench.
It was possible to distinguish the layers of the rain from
the beds of hail. There was no lightning, but a horrible,
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diffused glare; for the idea of horror may be attached to
light. The vague breathing of the storm was audible; the
silence was broken by an obscure palpitation. Gilliatt,
silent also, watched the giant blocks of vapour grouping
themselves overhead forming the shapeless mass of clouds.
Upon the horizon brooded and lengthened out a band of
mist of ashen hue; in the zenith, another band of lead colour.
Pale, ragged fragments of cloud hung from the great mass
above upon the mist below. The pile of cloud which
formed the background was wan, dull, gloomy. A thin,
whitish transverse cloud, coming no one could tell whither,
cut the high dark wall obliquely from north to south. One
of the extremities of this cloud trailed a'ong the surface
of the sea. At the point where it touched the waters, a
dense red vapour was visible in the midst of the darkness,
Below it, smaller clouds, quite black and very low, were
flying as if bewildered or moved by opposite currents of
air. The immense cloud beyond increased from all point®
at once, darkened the eclipse, and continued to spread itg
sombre pall. In the east, behind Gi liatt, there was only
one clear porch in the heavens, which was rapidly being
closed. Without any feeling of wind abroad, a strange
flight of gray downy particles seemed to pass; they were
fine and scattered as if some gigantic bird had been plucked
of its plumage behind the bank of cloud. A dark compact
roof had gradually formed itself, which on the verge of the
horizon touched the sea, and mingled in darkness with it.
The beholder had a vague sense of something advancing
steadily towards him. It was vast, heavy, ominous.!

lominous, A~ ji; K BB



